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Foreword

When I was asked by O’Reilly to write this foreword, I couldn’t help but think back some 20 plus years ago to
when the first cell phone was introduced. I still remember how amazed I was that you could make a phone
call with no wires or boundaries—all you needed was an extraordinarily large antenna.

Twenty years later, we are doing so many remarkable things, from connecting with friends using the GPS on
our phone, to updating our status while waiting in line, to scanning a product’s barcode to see if we can get it
for a lower price. All with devices that look great and are small enough to fit comfortably in our purses and
pockets.

Much of this innovation has occurred on the amazing Android™ platform. If you're reading this, you are part
of the incredible growth of Android phones and all those great applications. Congratulations!

This is just the beginning. We've seen Android Market grow from some 50 applications when we first
launched the T-Mobile’ G1" in 2008 to more than 25,000 as I write this, with more added every day.

But with so many applications, Android users are having a hard time discovering the apps that are right for
them. As the leader in Android devices, we want to help you uncover the apps that not only fit your life, but
also advance your everyday activities.




That’s why for T-Mobile customers, we've launched App Pack, featuring applications tailored to our myTouch’ 3G
users, and T-Mobile Top Picks on Android Market that highlight our recommendations for many of the best apps.
We're able to select these meaningful applications based on our unique relationships with developers, through
which we get early insights into the latest waves of innovation.

It is also why we are so excited about the launch of Best Android Apps from O’Reilly Media. Inside, you’ll find 235
of the best applications Android has to offer. And in true Android fashion, you can simply scan and download the
applications that appeal to you using the QR codes included in the book.

AsTlook 20 years into the future, I can only imagine where Android devices and applications will be. I don’t know
about you, but I am excited to be a part of it!

Cole Brodman
Chief Technology & Innovation Officer, T-Mobile USA



Preface o

When Google announced the Android operating system in 2007, we started de-
bating whether it heralded the arrival of an open source platform that could
finally compete with the best mobile platforms out there. Our logic roughly
followed along the lines of, “What’s not to love about a phone operating sys
tem that will run on all kinds of devices?” Android quickly exceeded all ex-
pectations, and is now a serious contender to become the dominant platform
for mobile and smart devices. If you are anything like us, you like choice

and do not want a “one-size-fits-all” type of phone. Heck, you might want

a keyboard on your phone, or maybe a device that looks like a Fender gui-
tar and is specifically suited to musical interests. Android opens up un-
limited possibilities to customize your device to behave just how you
want it. After all, you know best what you want, and Android-based
phones give you plenty of options to choose from. We've had our An
droid phones for more than a year, and we're still discovering and
marveling at all the things they can do.

Of course, having a lot of choices can create a bit of a problem too.
As of this writing there are more than 25,000 Android apps in the
Android Market, and that number is growing rapidly. At the rate
things are going, we'll be at 100,000 apps before long. So how can
you find the apps you're looking for and avoid getting over-
whelmed with the abundance of options? Many of the apps in the
Market claim to do the same thing, and if there are only a few re-
views, it can be tough to know what to put on your precious device
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The great thing about these phones is that they can do many things at once. After all, multitasking is how we run
our lives these days. But you need the right combination of apps to make your powerful device become a produc-
tivity tool, entertainment center, communication hub, reference appliance, gaming gadget, and more.

We wrote this book to help you stay ahead of the current. We scoured the Android Market to find the best apps
that will make your phone uniquely yours and help make you more productive, creative, and happy. All the apps
in this book work on phones running Android 1.5 and above. If you can’t find a particular app in the Market, use
Google to see whether you can download a copy from the developers’ website. This is another nice thing about

Android phones: there is no stranglehold on how you get your apps. They are available directly from the developer
as well as from the Market.

How to Use This Book

The best way to use this book is to browse by subject areas that interest you the most. If youd rather search by
name, the QR Code Index lists all the apps in the book, and what pages they’re on.

About the Authors

Mike Hendrickson is a writer, editor, and hacker who continually tries to get the most out of technology, whether
it’s fused into social interactions, health, politics, environment, or everyday life. In his spare time, he cycles, main-
tains an organic garden, and practices yoga, and finds/listens to all sort of music with the help of his favorite An-
droid app (Shaazam). Follow Mike on Twitter at @mikehatora.

Brian Sawyer is an editor for O’Reilly’s Head First division. He’s also served as lead editor for the company’s popu-
‘ar Hacks series, editor for Missing Manuals and Make: Books, and contributing editor to Craft magazine. When
10t writing about technology, he trains for marathons with the help of his favorite Android apps (see page 96).
Follow Brian on Twitter at @briansawyer.



Best of the Best Apps

Your Android-powered phone is a great tool for getting stuff done—if
you select the right apps. Choosing the right app for the task at hand is
not always straightforward, especially with so many available that do
the same thing. If you're reading this book, you're on the right track,
and you're ready to find apps without so much trial and error.

For the past two years Google has run an Android Developer Chal-

lenge (ADC), in which large sums of money are awarded to develop-
ers who build apps determined to be best of breed in various catego-
ries. In the two ADC events held so far, more than 250 apps were se-

lected as winners by Android users and a panel of judges.

In this chapter, we'll look at the top 32 apps for 2009. We'll start with
the overall winners first, and then move on to the winners of each of
the 10 categories: Education/Reference, Entertainment, Games:
Arcade/Action, Games: Casual/Puzzle, Lifestyle, Media,
Productivity/Tools, Social Networking, Travel, and Miscellaneous.
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Best App for Customizing Your Phone

SweetDreams

Free
Version: 1.6
Inizziativa Networks

You'll sleep like a baby with the Sweet-
Dreams app. If (like most of us) you
sleep with your phone on, this app allows
you to tune your settings specifically to
your needs. Want the phone ringer on
but the rest of your alerts off? No prob-
lem. Want to get SMS messages but no
phone calls? You’'ll have many ways to
customize the way your phone alerts you.
This is a really cool, complex, yet intui-
tive app. Enjoy your beauty rest.

ON THE MOVE: If you are up past your bedtime
and do not want your phone to go into sleep
mode, use the motion filter to keep the phone
awake as long as you are still moving around. You
(an even set the sensitivity, so that a small move-
ment like checking your phone for the time in the
middle of the night will not deactivate the sleep
mode.

SH4A <« EENG 10:27am

SILENCE PLEASE: Activate the sound filter
found on the Sound tab to make your phone go
into sleep mode only if there is a level of silence
that you set. SweetDreams periodically checks the
noise level, and if it detects sound above the
threshold it will deactivate sleep mode. You can
customize the threshold to a level so that your
snoring or breathing doesn't deactivate the sleep
mode; however, talking in your sleep may be
another matter!

SH4A < EEN® 1026am

General Location Motion

Sensitivity

Wake Up Once

Activate filter

Sound Threshold

Wake Up Once




S04

BB 12:447m |

S04

< B EF® 10:27am |

ON THE SPOT: The Location tab of the Sweet-
Dreams app s pretty straightforward. Simply set
your desired sleeping location, and when your
phone is in that location it will go into sleep mode.
If you are traveling, reset your location by dlearing
the location list and setting a new activation zone.
It's quick, easy, and effective. You can also choose
map or satellite views.

Sieep Mode Setungs
Ring Mode
et nng mode in Sleep Time

Screen turns off

bet waiting period ta t

Disable WIFI

Disable Wik

Disable Bluet

Disable Blustont

TIME TO SLEEP: The General tab is where you
can set some useful default behaviors. For exam-
ple, when I'm at home, | silence the ring mode,
disable WiFi and Bluetooth, and tum the screen off
at 11:30 p.m. | deactivate sleep mode when | begin
my day at 5:00 a.m. With the ability to toggle WiFi
and Bluetooth on a schedule, this app will save
your battery as well as give you peace and quiet!

Snooze on!

SweetDreams packs a powerful
combination of filters to help you
sleep even easier. For example,
you can set your phone to go into
sleep mode when you're in a cer-
tain location, not moving around
much, and relatively quiet. If even
one of these conditions is not

met, your phone will stay awake
and active. Alternatively, you can
set it to go into sleep mode if only

one of the conditions is met. It's
completely customizable to your

personal preference. Sweet-
Dreams can also be a lifesaver if
you're traveling, particularly when
changing time zones. As we've all
found out the hard way, even a
three-hour time difference can be
tough when you've got an early
meeting or a late dinner. Tuning
your SweetDreams settings can
help ease the pain.

w
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Best Casual Multiplayer Game

What the Doodle!?

Free (or $3 99 without ads)
Version: 1.0.26
Che

What the Doodle!? is a real-time on-
line multiplayer game in which one
player sketches out a given phrase and
other players guess what it is. It's dan-
gerously addictive, and may lead to
doodling during boring meetings. One
nice feature is the built-in social net-
working. You can connect to friends,
have a private game where you invite
only specific people, or play a random
game with the world at large. So next
time you're in a yawner of a meeting,
get your doodle on.

L \(hat The Doodle!?

Round 3 of 10

The last phrase was ‘spaghetti’
Shuen passed

Shuen: Close Guess!

Round 2 of 10

The last phrase was ‘birthday cake’
courtney: steam

mike: b cake

courtney: soup

Shuen: cake

Shuen: hat

courtney: hat

courtney: draw

“ mike o wil
* courtney ol
W shuen A wil
lee 1wl

DOODLER EXTRAORDI-
NAIRE: Make sure to set up your
profile well so people can find
you—consider using your Twitter,
Facebook, IM, or email username.
This allows you to set up a friends-
only game. Be wamed that you'e
not allowed to draw numbers or
letters, or you'll lose the game.
Also, make sure you know what
you want to draw before you start
scribbling. There is no eraser, only a
clear button that will wipe out
your masterpiece and force you to
start over from scratch.

TAKE ACTION: Think fast, be-
cause you have only 40 seconds to
geta winning quess in. Not only
that, but there are some sharp
players out there who answer
within seconds. Draw quickly when
your tum comes, because if people
aren't getting it, you want as many
chances as possible to redraw.
Watch out—you lose points if
nobody can figure it out!



 \What The Doodle!?

Free For All

what The Doodle!?

FEA Games Played. 9
FFA Games Won: 1

Tean Games Played 0

Tean Games Woe: (
Draw Success Rate: 61

Guess Success Rate: 11

BIG GUNS: Ifyou dare, challenge
the highest-ranked players and see if
you have what it takes to play with
the big guns. Limited bio informa-
tion is available for each player.
Many of the top players have doo-
dled a picture for their avatar; you
@n, oo, by going to Options— Face
Doodle. Finally, if a player gets
obscene or offensive with their
doodling, you can vote to boot them
from the game.

LEADERBOARD: Track your
progress with a stats page that
shows your rank, how well you
quess, and how well you draw. The
stats page also shows how many
games you have played and won,
both individually and as part of a
team.

Got Game?

If you want to challenge your in-
ner circle, you can set up a private,
friends-only game and wait for
your friends to join. They'll need
to know the name of the private
game to find it. If you get impa-
tient, press the Home button,
send a text message from your
SMS app, and return to the game

by clicking on the icon in your
status bar that this app leaves in
place while it's running. For ex-
ample, | can set up a private game
and text a couple of friends with
ChompSMS and tell them to get
their Doodle on. | let them know

that my text name (mikehatora) is
the same as my Doodle name so
they can find the game quickly.
This way, if you have a family
event and a couple of Android
phones, you can have a nice little
“family feud.”You can take a screen
capture of the image that is drawn
by using the menu button.
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Best App for Mobile Security

WaveSecure

Free
Version: Beta - 3.0.0.40
tenCube

If you're among the 20 million people in
the world who lose their phones each
year, you'll appreciate the security this
app provides. With WaveSecure, you can
back up all your data, videos, photos, and
other media. If your phone is lost or sto-
len, you can wipe out all the data re-
motely, and restore it later if you find
your phone. You can also lock down
your phone to protect sensitive data that
you don’'t want falling in the wrong
hands, like your saved passwords.

TAKE ACTION: You've lost your phone! What's
your first move? Well, if you've made backups with
this app, you can safely go ahead and wipe all the
data off the device.Then, you can lock it down
completely. In this way, you've not only removed
all of your sensitive data, files, and settings, but
you've also disabled the device 5o that no one can
even use it. This is pretty slick for thwarting
would-be thieves.

PHYSICALLY LOCKED: Normally if you lose
your phone, someone can just switch out the SIM
card and your phone (and data) would be gone.
However, with WaveSecure, any attempt to switch
out the SIM card would lock down the phone. Not
only that, when someone tries to switch the SIM
card, the phone will sound an alarm, send you its
location, and instruct the holder to call a number
and return it. This is high-security stuffl

eLTAA

WaveSecure

Auto Lock

Enable Alarm

This phone has been locked, P
+19780001111 ¢

Press menu 10 enter your PIN and unlock

exe contact
) return the phone

Send Location

the phone

Change lock message

User Settings

en u
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WEB SECURE: WaveSecure's web inter-
face displays all the actions you can run
remotely when your device is lost, including
Lock, Track, Location, Backup, Wipeout, and
Restore. It also lets you view the data that is
backed up on the server. You can view
contacts, SMS messages, call logs, and
media. So even if someone was able to get
past your SIM change lock and put in a new
SIM card, you would be able to see their call
logs, SMS messages, contacts, and media
additions.

Trach 1he Cation on mry Sevice

« b o W /

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION: Once
logged into the website, you can track your phone’s
location and set the tracking interval—for example,
you can tell WaveSecure to record your phone's
location every 60 minutes. Customize your view by
selecting one of the four map options: Map, Satellite,
Hybrid, or Terrain. Sort by location (to see how many
times your phone visited the Starbucks on 9th St, for
example), or sort by date to see all the places your
phone visited on that particular day. The location
page also displays the most recent service provider,
so if someone inserts a different SIM card, you'll
know which company to contact to find out about
recovering your device.

Secure, Really?

Let’s be frank—you're never com-
pletely secure if your phone is lost
or stolen. In a matter of minutes, |
managed to use the Software
Development Kit (SDK) to browse
the filesystem and access all the
data and files on a locked-down
phone. And if | can do it so easily,
it's a sure bet that someone who
makes a living preying on unsus-
pecting people will get access too
(unless there is a setting | missed
that prevents access from the SDK
file manager). So you need to take
precautions. First, back up your
system using this app. Then, if you
lose your phone, don't just lock it
down—wipe it first. Just do it!
Then lock it down so the phone
will send you its GPS coordinates.
If it is in your house or another
place you know, look harder. And
if it is truly lost or stolen, at least
you wiped the data so that you
won't be financially vulnerable to
an unscrupulous thief.




Education/Reference

Best App for Appreciating Art

USE EXISTING PHOTOS: Searching forartby ~ ART HISTORY LIVE: Exploring the timeline
using a photo or web image works extremely well.  helps bring to life the major art movements of the
For example, | took a picture of one of the cards past. It's a great way to study for your midterm,

from the National Gallery of Art's Glose Up Card prepare yourself for a date at the art gallery, or just
Game. Within 10 seconds, Plink Art had identified  simply for the joy of leaming about art. If you want
the work and retured the results to my phone. to explore more, just click Explore and related
P | N k A rt From there, | could easily share It, discuss it, ex- works by artist, museum, and genre will appear
Free plore different facets of it, or purchase a poster ofit. ~ quickly. There are lots of reasons to love this app!
Version: 1.1.3
plinkart.com OHLENA Uall®@ 2srm| ONENA U@ 125¢pm
If you like art, share it with the Plink Art @ PLINKART 9 b Roectl
app. You can search by using a photo of The Persistence of Memory, ¢.1931
the work, or by artist name or title. You Search usinga photo (o)

can also peruse random artwork, view a , r .
timeline of art, or check out curated gal- L ‘ .t J Q

leries. The attractive interface makes it )
Random artwork [

easy to share, get more information,
navigate to Wikipedia for more details, or Explore timeline O
discuss and make comments on the S

N
o
o
O
>
O
N

Suggested galleries Artist
work. If you want to purchase a poster of & § s F P

the work, one click takes you to

]_l La persisiencia de la memoria (1931) ¢
allposters.com. ES
A B -
(3] ° -
8 iy

Home Share




Best Word Game

2040 68 @ 1015Am

Word Purzle

Word Puzzle

Free
Version: 2.0
Best App

This is a great game to challenge your
vocabulary and spelling abilities. You
are presented with three letters, and you

have 30 seconds to create as many

 Challenge
words as you can that begin with those
letters. Word Puzzle was designed for
kids. but it can be addictive and chal- ROUNDS OF ACTION: Each round gives you CHALLENGE YOUR FRIENDS: Play a round
lenging for adults. t 30 seconds to complete as many words as you and then pass your phone to a friend (or your kid!)
enging for aduis, too. @an. Type fast, don't make mistakes, and think and see if they can beat you. Click on Challenge

about using derivative words to boost your score.  and automatically see where your score fits on the
In other words, if you get RUN, you can make runs,  leader board. The words will repeat after a few
running, runner, rune, runes, runners, rundown, games, so don't get too cocky if you start to get
runway, runback, and more before you gettothe ~ high scores. After all, this game was created for
more difficult words like runcible. young children learning to spell new words!
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Best App to Navigate the Solar System

Celeste SE

$199
Version: 1.0.3
Terminal Eleven LLC

It may be a dark and stormy night, but
regardless of whether you can see the
stars, this app has you covered. Simply
point your phone in any direction and
it will place the planets on the screen in
accordance with your geographical
position. Using this app is pretty sim-
ple: the first time you run it, you are
prompted to make figure-eight mo-
tions to calibrate and coordinate the
tracking and GPS. This app is espe-
cially cool at night, with all the objects
in our solar system visible.

The Sun

One solar flare has enough energy 1o power the }
entire world for about 120 thousand years

FIND YOUR DIRECTION
AND PLANETS: Ifyou're at all
like me, you may sometimes feel
like a bit of an extraterrestrial.
Now you can find your place in
the universe. As you move your
phone around, you will see
various heavenly objects super-
imposed onto your world. Keep
going and find your planets.

TRACK: Ifyou move your phone
to a point along the path a planet
is going to take, Celeste will
indicate when it will reach that
point. You will also see the other
planets that are in the same
trajectory. Click on an object in
the solar system to read some
interesting facts about it



Best Photo Game

A World of Photo

Free
Version: 1.0.5
Michael Elsdérfer

This is a modern “spin” (ahem) on the old
“spin the bottle” game. Everyone is con-
nected through “Central,” and from there
you will be prompted to spin your phone.
The app will move on the map in the direc-
tion that the phone stops, and try to find
someone for you to send a photo to. Keep
in mind that that person will be rating your
photo, so try to make it interesting—don’t
just take a picture of your TV screen (I
received one of these)! The more highly
rated photos you send, the more your
reputation will grow.

WHAT'S GOING ON: A World of Photo offers a
cool, unique way of seeing what's going on in the
world. People exchange photos from different parts
of the globe, and each photo reflects that person's
individual perspective and environment. Watch out,
though—this app can become addictive!

SPREAD YOURSELF THIN: Always accept the
opportunity to contribute a photo. Make it inter-
esting because people will be rating you. Your
stats will show up in Central, which shows the
activity across the network (photo sharing and
ratings). It's neat to see your photo travel around
the world. Suggestion: be nice when rating oth-
ers'photos. They'll be rating you too.

ESHA BN@eeem EOHA BE@ 413
A World Of Photo A World Of Photo

o

v ol

Canada A "

Tl

oc .
star.owl Is now making
“" a photo for you.
Feel free (0 leave the

spplication, you will be
notified once your photo

Is ready.

A World Of Photo central
Want this app In your own language?

There are currently 103 users online, in
a total of 11 threads. Since the world of
Photo’s creation, 15697 users have sent
441960 photos in 39905 threads

The longest thread so far passed over
162 nodes

You

You have received 15 photos, and sent
12 yourself. On average, the photos you
sent have been rated 4.60 stars by your
peers

Mysel! Central Map Mode
H
‘9 ~ oy
Edit Profile Feedback More P T 1 e 2 olaoso Eoo.




Entertainment

Best App for Locating Song Information

SIMPLE START: This app might not look like MASHUP HEAVEN: This app mashes up several
much when you first fire it up, but hold on—it'll  sources and returns great results in an organized
bring back more information than you think. Make  manner. If you're wondering whether the artist has
sure you pay attention to your search criteria. My a website, Twitter account, videos on YouTube,

first search for find Bob Dylan's“Beyond Here Lies ~ Wikipedia page, or any plans to tour in your dty,
Nothing”went unfulfilled, simply because Nothing  this app can give you all that info in one click.

is spelled Nothin'in the song title. This app does not ~ Another cool feature is that lyrics are included, but
have a“Do you mean”feature like Google, o be even cooler, you can fix incorrect lyrics by going

DNA

SongDNA

Free careful to search for exactly what you want tofind. ~ directly to lyricsfly.com from this app.
Version: 1
Dedicado B.V. & 8Projects @4 3 BEN@ 7:57am |
SongONA - Detalls
Go ahead—embrace your inner hippie, . — o
rock ’n’ roller, pop star, or whatever floats A Sy g S
- . . . Artist yob dvi P NGOG SUng . A Dy\an 5 royaaes S e the e O
your music boat with this app. Simply 1% { bob dyn o) thes b wall Benefit the charites Feeding America
i the USA, Crisis in the UK, and the World Food
N search for a song you want to know more Tiie  beyond here lies 0 DY
A1) > T 4
8 about, and voila—you’ll have oodles of PR — our dates -~
O information at the tap of your finger. Sty Releases -
:(5 This app does a mash up of data from A Know the official Twitter user? Tell ust &8
N MusicBrainz, Billboard, lyricsfly, BBC Beyond Here Lies Nothin' Twatter vibe -
Music, YouTube, BrandsInTown, Twitter, R >
and Google Analytics to bring you the O T b ’
most up-to-date information.
Wikipedia page ,
Blography page “




Best Pocket Guitar App
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Solo

Free / £1.50 Full version
Version: 1.6
Coding Caveman

l

Dm

If you want to play the guitar or if you D5
already do play the guitar, this app will L
let you practice and perfect your skills. hord Libraey  [rstrument 07
You can highlight a chord from the ) TY ' e
ghlig Q T @

chord bar on the top and then strum Music s Lyrics | Settings Help
the strings to hear the chord played.
Select Instrument from the menu to HEAR THE MUSIC: After you select the chord SEE THE MUSIC: This app lets you see the
choose which kind of guitar you want you want to play, you can then select different chords as well as hear them, which is particularly
to plav. Select Play Music and vou can strings to hear what they sound like in that chord.  useful when you're just leaming how to play. The

p .y. Y _Y The chord you have selected is highlighted in black dots indicate where your fingers should be
load in your songs or find lyrics and green, and when you strum the strings, onlythe positioned on the strings, and the red X means that
chords from the Internet. strings that are meant to be played in that chord ~ no fingers should be depressing that string. You can

will play. If you crank up the volume, you can even  save your chord layouts and load them at a later
make your own music. time, or load new ones from songs.
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Games: Arcade/Action

Best 3D Arcade Game App

Speed Forge 3D

Version: 1.2
Rat Square

Amazing 3D graphics make Speed
Forge a truly standout app. It’s another
addictive game that will have you com-
ing back for more. Note that it’s not a
game for a boring meeting, how-
ever—it’s hard to play this one incon-
spicuously. You maneuver your on-
screen hovercraft through the race
course by moving your phone around:
turn your device to make a turn, tilt
down to slow, and tilt up to accelerate.
You'll find it dangerously easy to get
sucked into this twisting and turning,
action-packed game.

Stoering Sensitivity

REAL ARCADE FEEL: Speed
Forge feels like a classic arcade
game, and even includes vibra-
tions as you scrape the walls of the
course. Make fine tums by tilting
your device one way or another.
(Check it out when you have some
time to kill, and play a couple of
rounds on the free version before
you purchase the full version.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR GAME:
The free version gives you limited
ability to customize the game,
but the full version has lots of
bells and whistles. You can
configure how you feel and hear
the game as you play it. Be
wamed, though, that the fancy
graphics will drain your battery
fast. You may want to plug in
your device while you play.



Best Gravity-Defying Game

Graviturn Extended

Free
Version: 2.0
Florian Heft

In this game, use gravity to move the
red balls off the board while keeping
the green ball from falling off the
screen. It’s simple and there are very
few rules, but there are an infinite
number of levels to move through as
you tilt and move your device to ma-
neuver the balls. This gravity-resisting
game will challenge you in different

KNOW YOUR STATS: This app
remembers where you left off, and
brings you back to that level when
you restart your game. For each
level you complete, you will be
shown stats on how quickly you
completed it and how you com-
pare to others around the world.

PROGRESSIVE DIFFICULTY:
As you progress through the levels,
more and more obstacles will get
inyour way. Gravity holes, remov-

ways, and once you get to level 10, Watch out for the blocks with those arrows on them., able blocks, and other items will (i

If a ball touches it, gravitation will be reversed. . :
you can tap on the screen and remove S0 you have to tilt your device the other way around! pop up to spoil your rapid pro-

[ Tap screen to continue | qress. Each level presents new and
different challenges. This game is a
bit unpredictable as you move on. 15

blocks that impede your progress.
Watch out—this game is addictive!




Games: Arcade/Action

Best Motorbike Game

ACCELEROMETER: This app
uses the phone’s accelerometer
to allow you to jump forward or
lean back. It makes a big differ-
ence—for example, when
youTe going up a hill and lean
too far back, you'll tip over and
have to start again. You'll need to
constantly be aware of your body
position when you speed up or
slow down. [t's a hoot.

Moto X Mayhem

Free
Version: 1
Dejan Cecar & Tyler Wilson

This game is tough but addictive. You
tilt and tap the phone to accelerate and
navigate your motorbike through the

different course levels. The controls are SIMPLICITY RULES: There are
intuitive, with the use of the acceler- only three settings in Moto X
Mayhem—Sound, Music, and
Tilt Sensitivity—and there are
seven levels of difficulty. So your
high score depends on your
mastery of tilting and tapping.
(6o ahead and tilt and tap your
way through the levels, and see
how you stack up against other
players.

ometer for leaning forward and back-
ward on your bike. Tapping on the left
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side of the screen brakes. whereas tap-
ping on the right accelerates. You can
do flips and stunts, but they have no
impact on your score. You can check

your top scores and those of other
players around the world.




Best Mystery Logic Game
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Totemo

Free Lite / £1.50 Full version
Version: 1.25
Hexage
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Ready for a challenge? Check out this
game. Once you get to Level 7, this
puzzle starts to get difficult, and the

DODOO
DOV
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difficulty gets more intense with each
level. This is a great way to wake up
your mind in the morning. Although
the main goal (clearing rows or col-
umns of objects) sounds simple, you
must clear objects in groups of two,
three, or more, which can get tricky.
Want to keep your kids occupied
while on a long journey? Put this in
their hands.

MIND BENDERS: At first it
might look like you can muddle
through this game with trial
and error, but you really need
to plan out your moves. A brief
message tells you how to
proceed with each level. Be
mindful of what these mes-
sages tell you.

CHALLENGE YOUR
FRIENDS: Have a few of your
buddies install this app and see
who can finish a level first. Or
race your way through three
levels atatime. As you figure out
the game parameters, Totemo
challenges you with new levels.
You'll want to grab the full
version, because the lite version
only goes up to 12 levels.




Games: Casual/Puzzle

Best App for Passing the Time

SENSE YOUR WAY
AROUND: This game gives you
the option of tuming the sensor

Mazeness and vibration on or off. Id sug-
Free gest tuming them both on. This
Version: 2.0 Wway you get a real, physical

Bogee Int. sensation as you move the balls

around the screen. Turning the
sensor and vibration off makes
playing the game less visceral but
more difficult.

Success in this game is dependent on
your ability to perform small but firm
actions on your phone, like tapping on

the side, in order to maneuver the balls
around the map. You need to move

two balls simultaneously toward the
target, which is a gold bull’s-eye. As

LEFT, RIGHT, UP, DOWN: All
you have to worry about are
simple directional movements.
Easy! But there are also special
icons that appear. Some take your
ball to different places, and
others inhibit your progress. It's
maddening and challenging at
the same time, and this app
keeps you coming back for more.
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you would expect, the game gets more
difficult as you progress through the
levels. There are items on the grid that
either help or hinder your ability to
master the level. This game grows on
you quickly.




Best Augmented Reality Game

SpecTrek

Free
Version: 1.0.8
SpecTrekking.com

If youd like to be a Ghostbuster (or at
least pretend you are), you can walk
around playing this virtual ghost

hunting game. This augmented reality
app uses your phone’s GPS and cam-
era to overlay gameplay on the real
world, so you can hunt for virtual
ghosts across a map of where you are.
You can also check your awards, game
progress, stats, and records. It’s like an
old-style scavenger hunt, but for
ghosts. Who you gonna call?

GHOSTBUSTING LEGEND: Spec-
Trek allows you to create up to three

different profiles. You can use them for
different locations, times, or even for

|etting someone else play your copy of
the game. | use one profile on the way
to work and another at home at night.

AUGMENT YOUR WORLD: face it,

augmented reality is really cool, and
this app touches just the tip of what is
possible. You'll get hooked on looking
for ghosts in your surroundings. | find
myself walking by “past-finds”and
thinking, “Hey, this is where | found
ghost #3!" Chase some ghosts aroun
your city, house, or office, and burn
some calories while you're at it!
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Best App to Customize Your Ringtone

FoxyRing

Version: 1.5
LevelUp Studio

Don't let the name of this app confuse
you. This context-aware ringtone app lets
you set up rules for different locations, so
that your phone switches ringtone based
on the position reported by your GPS.
FoxyRing even filters the sound volume
based on the ambient noise in your sur-
roundings. So if you are at a noisy public
event, you get a loud ring; if youare in a
quiet office, you get a quiet ring. You can
also define your sleeping hours to mute
your rings while you slumber.

RING SMART: The sleep feature is great: you can
turn off all rings, data, Bluetooth, and notifications
based on your normal sleeping hours. You can also
define emergency contacts with a spedial ringtone
that can get through even if you are in a“sleep
zone."| find this very useful because | want to
make sure my aging parents can reach me when-
ever they need to.

S00HAE GHIG 111

PR,
oxyRin;

™

Define Sleeping Hours

PHYSICAL ZONE: This app not only uses differ-
ent ringtones for different times of day, but also for
different locations. | have my normal ringtone set
for my office in Cambridge and louder ringtones
when | am at home. This geo-temporal-contextual
feature is a great way to customize your phone.

shas

FOVRINE

< BEI@ 1023 A

Locations

®
1 x 7
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My Location
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Edvt Location Delete Location Help




Best App for Filtering News Information

SEONHA GH@ «18rm|

AP

Select a card below: @ SELECTIONS ABOUND: This app is an excellent
oo ﬂ way to manage all your information channels in one
M u Q place, and it offers a great selection of sources to start

“ with. Just select one of the standard icons, and you'll
B uzz DeC k e start to receive the summary information for that

Free category. Note that if your refresh rate is set for only
Version: 1.0.1 l i M once a day, you may want to refresh manually after you
mippin.com == add any new channels.

social Network Cards
With all the different news sources out Q @ .
there, keeping up can be a monumental Vit
task. Enter Buzz Deck, an app that ag- m . . .
gregates all the different sources into 9 & &

one place. It can bring you CNN, Web Service Cards

ABCNews, Twitter, Facebook, and any S0 @E)@ a28pm| CUSTOMIZE TO YOUR
other hotbeds of information about & Buzz Deck HEART’S CONTENT: If you
world, national, and local happenings. If want to go beyond the standard

you prefer a source that isn’t among the ok -ustom U cards, enter a URL and Buzz Deck
loads it. It’s like building your

built-in offerings, you can add a custom
OWN newspaper, one card at a

“card” with the web URL—and you can — ouur i i

add as many custom cards as you want. radar Add < RIS rE(elvgand Fead e

Then, fine-tune the app’s notification B Four shert links: 12 fasterrthrough M epptanty
BH 1oviguting Sincussinnd, Seset perusing copies of the Boston

settings to get updates when you want. Globe and the New York Times.

This is the news of the future.
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Best App for Mobile TV

r ¥
—

SPBTV

Free / $9 95 Full version
Version: 1.1.0
SPB Software

STOCK PROGRAMS: There are hundreds of TV
shows that are loaded in the pay version of SPBTV.
They can be accessed by flicking the icons at the
bottom of the window. The show you are consid-
ering will pop up, and if you select it, you may be
provided with information about upcoming show
times. Click on a show time, and you will be
prompted to add the time/show to your calendar.

EHA BH@ assem

If watching TV in your doctor’s waiting

room doesn’t cut it, give this app a try.
SPB TV allows you to take your own TV
programs wherever you go. The free “lite”
version is shown here, but you'll probably
want to splurge for the pay version to get
more channels. There’s even a picture-in-
picture feature, which is handy if youre
not sure which program to watch. Obvi-
ously, this isn’t a full cable-like TV in
your pocket—it has limitations, including
battery life and bandwidth constraints.
But it still beats watching airport TV.

TV GUIDE: SPBTV may not quite compareto a
full cable package, but it offers a good variety of
shows. Ifyou find a show you enjoy, then you can
look for future airings on your particular channel.
(lick on the time and you will be prompted to add
it to your calendar. Scroll on the date to move
from day to day while still on the same channel.

@ona
m Tuesday, 12 January m

afe 5:35 PM |

00:00

01:00




Best App for Taking Photos w/Effects

SUBMENUS: All of the effects

: : e except Warhol have submenus
F XC amera ) that offer more options to .choose
Free -, from. The config button will take
Version: 0.5.4 » you to these options if they are
ymst o available. You can get pretty

Creative and make some neat
effects. Take the time to figure out
how they work, and you'll have a
blast with this app.

This app uses layers to add interesting

ogiv'—

effects to the photos you take. There are

six effects you can use to transform your
photo: Normal, Warhol, SymmetriCam,
Fisheye, Polandroid, and ToyCam.
When using the camera normally, this

app will auto-focus for you and give you
BEAUTY IN THE EYE OF THE

BEHOLDER: This app makes it
easy to play around with top-
notch photo effects and tum a
normal, everyday picture into a
work of art. The menus are simple
and intuitive, so even an amateur
photographer can master this app. 23

options to set the quality. You can also
choose effects such as Mono, Sepia,
Negative, Posterize, or Solarize—you
can even take a normal picture! Once

&P

you're done, it’s easy to save or share
your photo.
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Best App for Sharing Contacts

—

Hoccer

Free
Version: 1.0.2
Art+Com Technologies

Hoccer is not only handy and conven-
ient, but it’s also cool to use. You can
share data, contacts, or whatever else you
want by making gestures similar to
throwing a frisbee. It’s like playing catch
with information, and it’s fun and useful
with this app. Whether you want to share
a contact, picture, bookmark, or text,
Hoccer is just right for a quick exchange
of data. For example, a speaker at a con-
ference could throw his contact details
out to the audience, and people with this
app could catch the information.

CONTACT SHARING: Why keep all your con-
tacts locked up? Share them with others, and have
fun at the same time. Simply fire this app up,
select a contact, mimic throwing a frisbee, and
voila—your contact is on its way to a new device.
This is so simple, yet ridiculously fun and addict-
ing. You may find yourself walking around looking
for opportunities to throw data.

4 upload

Searching for partner

YOU CAN MAKE IT SECURE: You probably
don't want to share your boss's information with
just anyone, so if you want to send info to only
one person, you can: tap on your device and you
will pair with another user’s device; if the user
accepts your pairing request, you're connected
exclusively. It's not absolute security in a large
group setting, but in most cases it's good enough.

‘ Download

Searching for partner




Best App for Triggering Actions

Tasker

Free
Version: 1.0.1
tasker.dinglisch.net

Tasker gets to the heart of what makes
Android, well, Android—it allows you
unrestricted freedom to do anything
you want with your apps and your
phone. After all, your phone should
work for you! This app can add extra

actions to your settings. With more than
100 actions available in 12 categories—

and each action with its own custom-
izable set of parameters—it’s hard to
believe how much functionality is
crammed into one app.

CUSTOM APP BEHAVIOR: You'll recall that
the SweetDreams app can deactivate sleep mode
when it hears a sound louder than breathing or
snoring. | take it a step further with Tasker: | want
my phone to go into record mode so | can hear
what the noise was or listen to myself babble in
my sleep. With Tasker, | create a task that starts
five minutes after | sleep, waits for SweetDreams
to deactivate, and then records. Slick.

Tasker: Profile £dit

BHI@ 1:30em

CREATING A TASK: Tasker offers a bunch of
built-in variables to help you create your task.
(ombine all the options, set your limits, specify
threshold conditions, and you've created a task. Use
these variables to control what triggers a task and
what happens when it’s triggered. You can also
check out the online tutorial for more help master-
ing Tasker: http://tasker.dinglisch.net/index.html.

S0HA HE@ 132pM |
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Best App for Spotting Everyday Trends

=

Cerreal

Free
Version: 1.0
Neowiz Internet

Ce:real is a visual interface to Twitter
and TwitPic, as well as other photo shar-

ing sites that interact with Twitter trends.

It takes the most talked-about items
from Twitter and mashes them up with
pictures from photo sites that have simi-
lar tags. Ce:real is a very easy and intui-
tive app to use, and setup is minimal.
There are two main areas to browse:
Trends and Public Timeline. You can
also search by keywords and find match-
ing pictures and status updates.

TREND WATCHING: If you want to see what is
happening in the world around you, fire up this
app. Ce:real uses Twitter locales to bring back the
pics that are related to your search and location.
You can also use this app to upload a photo along
with your tweet. This app does not filter the
images that you might see, so use caution with
what you search for.

EOMNHA EHIS 4c0rm|
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DIVE IN: The pictures that Ce:real finds will
appearin little circles on your screen. Click on a
circle, and you'll see the tweet that went with the
picture; you'll also have the option to save the
picture, re-tweet it, or send it as an email. As a
Twitter user, you probably don't spend a lot of time
looking at the trends and public timeline; this app
will keep you up to date on what's happening.

SO0MHA

B H@ a00pm

®Ceria htp/witpic.comixxpdp - LOL
Aww, bless. Smr mine was lying on hs
belly. ;) Hey, half Is better than No Snow
Dodo. mao And gla




Best App to Share Your Musical Tastes

SocialMuse

Free

Version: 1.0.1

mixzing

If you like to listen to music and dis-
cover what other people listen to, this
app is for you. In essence, SocialMuse
is a peer-to-peer app that lets you
browse music libraries, preview music,
and get useful information on songs
that interest you. You also get to learn a
little bit about people who are sharing
music of similar taste. It’s easy to set
your preferences. Simply type in your
favorite musicians, and the app auto-
completes the name.

DISCOVERY: To see who's listening to what kind
of music, you can filter by gender, age, and loca-
tion. | like to go to the map, zoom out, and see
what’s going on in Europe. | typically find interest-
ing music on phones far away. And as more
people get Android phones around the world, this
app will get better and better.

< B U@ 9:25pm |

Ha

WolfMan

Wellesley,
Massachusetts, United §
States <
Male

Age 22

493 songs In Wbrary

Browse music library

Last.fm

BROWSE SOMEONE'S LIBRARY: Once you
find someone who is using SocialMuse and shar-
ing music, you can connect to them and browse
through their library. Ifyou dlick on a song, you can
choose to play a song preview, buy the song
(Amazon mp3), or go to YouTube, Google, or
Wikipedia for information about the song. This is
peer-to-peer music on your phone.

< B G H @ 916pm |




Travel

N
o
o
O
>
O
N

Best App for Finding a Specific Spot

&

SpotMessage

Free
Version: 2.5.0
Vanpool Co., Ltd.

This app allows you to remind yourself
or others of something of interest (or
something to do) at a certain location.
For instance, I typically get gas for my
car on Mondays because one of our local
stations has an 8 cents per gallon dis-
count that day. Now, instead of blithely
driving by in a preoccupied haze, I can
have a message sent to me when I'm
getting close to remind me to stop in.
This is the essence of spot messaging: go
by a spot, and receive a message.

HOME IN: To make this work well, you need to
know your location, at least at the street level.
Once you pick the street, you can narrow the
radius by using the minus sign. Then it's just a
matter of clicking the placement icon to mark your
spot. The radius is fairly wide, which accounts for
imperfect GPS reception. If you already know
where you need to go, the reminder is all you need
t0 jog your memory.

S006aA
Send SpotMessage

mikehatora . '

Decide spot

BN @ s27em

| o )
b i
1-
@ i
subject
get gas Mobil
Message

Monday has 8 cents off |

SHARE YOUR SPOTS: You have the option to
share your spots with friends via Twitter, Delicious,
Facebook, text message, email, and QR Codes
(two-dimensional barcodes). For example, you
could send your friends a“stop for a beer” mes-
sage. This would help your friends who might not
be familiar with your local establishments. | think
this app has tons of potential, especially for
memory-challenged folks.

SeH4 BRI @ s.a7pm |

001 & getwine for weekend

From : mikehatora
200001131747

002 @B getgas at Mobil

From : mikehatora
201001131744

003 & getdogfood

From : mikehatora
201001113 17:40

004 & whole foods

From : mikehatora
201001713 1736




Best App for Chronicling Your Trips

Trip Journal

Free /€1 99 Full Version
Version: 1.3.0

iQapps

If you are going on a trip, use this app
to keep a journal. The menus and se-
lections are well laid out and self-
explanatory, and the map and satellite
views make it easy to spot your way-
points. This app is full of features, in-
cluding statistics (speed, time, altitude,
etc.), photo journaling, writing notes,
managing waypoints, tracking your
route, and locking your screen so your
journal does not get messed up. You
can even reverse your tracks with one
click, which is great for finding your
way back home.

TRIPPIN’ AWAY: Even if the free time on your
journey consists of five-minute intervals, you can
still create a memorable journal of your travels.
Simply snap a photo, add a note, add it to your
waypoint, and later export it to Google Earth. Each
of these activities will be encoded with your
current GPS location so you can get a true picture
of where you are in the world. The menus have
Qreat navigation and are graphically appealing.

e piD 7
Trip 001

Krnetet o0 Wedwessay javoary 11 X012

SHARE THE TRIP: One nice feature of Trip Jour-
nal is its export capability. You can export your
journal to Picasa, Flickr, or Facebook, as well as to
KMZ (for Google Earth). When you set up the app,
you'll choose which email address you want
exports to go to. Once you export to Google Earth
(which requires only one click), you can open up
all the activities that you recorded along the way;
(Google Earth will move you to each waypoint and
provides statistics on time elapsed, distance trav-
eled, speed, altitude, and latitude and longitude.
You can choose whether to use metric or imperial
measurements in the settings menu.
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Best App for Location-Based Alerts

iNap: Arrival Alert

Free
Version: 1.0.0
Moop.Me

The idea of iNap is pretty simple: get on
your bus or train, set an alert for a par-
ticular destination point, and settle down
for a nap. When you arrive within the
radius of the destination that you set
earlier, you'll be awakened by your
phone. If you've ever snoozed past your
stop and had to muddle your way home,
you know exactly how useful this app
can be. You could also use this app on a
trip to make sure you don’t miss points
of interest along the way.

REMEMBER YOUR LOCATIONS: This app
TAKE AIM: Click to open your destination point,  keeps track of your arrival destinations as you add
and you'll see a map that you can focus in on by them. | only save locations that | might want to
using the +and - signs after you tap the screen.  wake up at, like South Station in Boston after a
You will be able to review your trip before you set  late-night train ride from NYC. | set my alert to
it as final and start your nap. This is a good app for  vibrate 30 minutes before amival, so | can snooze
long-haul travel, especially if you need to catchup  in the quiet car and still get woken up if | fall
on sleep before taking your tum driving. asleep with my noise-canceling headphones on.

g@mﬂa H B @ 4:00pm E@GjﬂA & K@ 4:00pm

10 fawcett street, .
Cambridge, ma 02138

whole foods 01810 (9)
north station, Boston ma .

south station, Boston, ma .

Add destination




Best App for Locating Your Car

PINPOINTING YOUR WHEREABOUTS:
When you park your car, all you have to do is dlick
Menu and then Save Location. Then you're free to
enjoy your activity without having to worry that
you'll be wandering in circles afterward. The radar
graph will show you where you are and where you
need to go. You can use map or satellite views; the
satellite view shows detail you may need to find
your way.

S0MaA

e

Car Locator

Free trial / $3.99 Full version
Version: 2.50

Edward Kim @ «00pm

Have you ever parked in a huge park-
ing lot, say, at a sporting event, concert,
or some public celebration like the
Fourth of July? And did you then find
yourself wandering around endlessly
looking for your car? This app remem-
bers where you parked and gives you
directions back to your car. There's
also a space where you can add notes,
such as “row H3 on Third Level of
Public Parking Garage on Main Street””
This is a handy app.

AVOID PARKING VIOLATIONS: The (ar
Locator app also allows you to track how long
you've been parked. This is handy if you're parked
at a parking meter; you can set the app to notify
you when your time is about up. In addition, the
direction arrows will help you get to your car
quicker. In this view, the distance is prominently
displayed, much larger than on the radar view.

SO00HA
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Best App for Composing Guitar Music

Rhythm Guitar

$1.00
Version: 1.3.0
sotap

The Rhythm Guitar app is based on
three main activities: playing chords,
creating/editing chords, and creating/
editing progressions. Progressions are
series of chords that are the building
blocks of songs. The simulated guitar has
six strings and five frets clearly displayed,
with the top fret representing the head of
the instrument. There are two ways to
play a chord: when you select it from the
list, or when the program first fires up
and the name of the current chord is
displayed in the middle of the screen.

LEARN THE CHORDS: This is a great way to
practice chords for those of us just learning (or
perpetually learning) to play the quitar. Itis one
thing to hear music, and another to read and play
the music. | particularly like the fact that | can go
at my own pace and then try it out on a real
instrument. Make this the year you finally learn to
play the quitar—this app is a great place to start.

CREATE YOUR OWN CHORDS: This is a bit
beyond me at the moment, but | can use this app to
(reate new chords. (Whether anyone else wants to
hear them is another matter.) The creator/editor is
very easy to use, and you can put together a bunch
of chords into a progression quickly. The progression
editor is straightforward, and includes samples so
you can see how a progression is composed.

Creating/Editing Chords.

the New chord
the Edit

current bun

Chord Name Shortcut



Best App to Determine Object Distance

Andrometer

Free
Version: 1.0.3
Highway North Interactive, Inc.

Have you ever wondered how far it
is to that house you see on the top of
the hill? Or how far youd have to
swim to make it across the lake?
Andrometer allows you to measure
the approximate distance between
you and an object, or the height and

width of something you see on the
horizon. So how tall is that building
you always see on your way to work?
You can get a pretty good approxi-
mation by installing Andrometer.

Anaromeier,

[ - e s

m

Measurement results

Target Separation

__GH@ «aem

MEASURE IT: This app works
best if you you are outside where
there is good GPS reception. If you
want to measure the width of a
building, simply click on Width,
take a snapshot of one comer of
the building, then walk 20 meters
and snap the other corner. The
accelerometer and geomagnetic
sensor will do the calculations for
you.

DETAILS OR SUMMARY: Once
you measure something, you can
view either the details or the
summary of that item. | like to see
both, and fortunately they are only
a click away. This app is better for
measuring larger objects like
buildings, rather than smaller, up-
close objects.




Miscellaneous

Best App to Simulate a Golf Caddy

N
o
O
O
>
O
(@

o3

GPSCaddy

Free / £12.99 Full version
Version: 2.5.0
Calton Hill

If you golf, the GPSCaddy app is for you.
Purchase the full version so you can ac-
cess all the maps and have all the features
unlocked. This app gives you awesome
views of the hole you are playing, and
uses GPS to tell you precisely how far
away you are from the hole, trees, water,
and sand traps. You can download
course maps from the Calton Hill Golf
website (www.caltonhillgolf.com). Just plug
in your city and state, and the app lets
you choose your courses.

IN YOUR POCKET: I've always hated keeping
score of my golf games; | despise the little pencils
and small boxes to write in. Happily, you can keep
score with this app, which solves that little pet
peeve. It's also nice to save your data, and see how
your scores improve or deteriorate. To play a hole,
simply select Play a Round and off you go. Start
mapping your shots, and you will likely make
better club choices, and may even find yourself on
the green more often, with fewer strokes.

RONAA EEIG «oorm
"GPiCaddy Free

GET NEW MAPS: The first thing you should do
with this app is to explore golf courses you have
always wanted to play. Next, you should find the
courses you do play and plan your strategy to
shoot below par. With all the waypoints measured
out, you can even plan which club to use where. If
your courses are not mapped, you can ask the
developer to add them. | had my local course
added in less than a week.

EONHA HH® soorm

GPSCaddy Free

1460 8 E— N
- ‘ oh -
; £

336 /129
206 / 168

e 201 / 249

Previous Hole Select Hole Next Hole




Best Business Apps G s=HoLo

Your Android-based phone is both an elegant device that will provide hours of
entertainment and a handy tool for personal and business productivity. Android-
based phones give you the power to be productive wherever you are. Whether
you're figuring out where to entertain a client or what sort of budget you have for
your Travel and Entertainment activities, or whether youre managing projects,
transferring spreadsheets, editing documents, or preparing a presentation, your
Android-based phone has both the muscle and the intelligence to make quick
work of the job at hand.

This chapter shows you how to turn your Android-based phone into the Swiss
Army knife of productivity. When you download the right apps, your phone can
help you manage your time, to-do lists, ideas, and work environment, and show
off your amazing skill for juggling documents and schedules. Android has some
distinct advantages over other phone platforms, and in the following pages we
highlight some of the apps and features that provide this advantage.
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Best App for Note Taking

abc

AK Notepad

Free

Version: 1.9.5

Snaptic

AK Notepad gives you a great environment
to write, share, and manage all your notes.
It’s a straightforward app that allows you to
get up and running quickly and easily. The
reminder feature alerts you of impending
deadlines—it’s like having a calendar built
into your notes. Once you've written your
note, you can send it to a friend or colleague
via email or SMS, or stick it to your main
screen for a desktop shortcut. AK Notepad
also provides a nice search feature that al-
lows you to find your note using either the
tags or a simple search when your to-do list
starts getting long.

EASY ENTRY: You enter notes with a simple
click, and start typing by a simple touch on the
screen. The default note has the look of a tradi-
tional yellow legal pad, but you can change the
background color to have a different offset color
if you prefer more contrast. Another nice feature
is that if you enter a URL in your note, it becomes
a live link automatically without having to type
any HTML.

sS40 ) @ 10:52am

Note on web 2.0 conferes

Note on web 2.0 conference,

nferences.oreil

SLASSASIASIIL A

Get info

qwer t

§\

Edit Title Remind Me
[ -
=i / —_—

o - m
Share Descard Changes Delete

ADD AND GO: Once you start adding notes,
you'll see that they are listed in order of the date
you entered them. To change this, go to your
settings and change the Sort Order to either
Modified Time, Created Time, or Title. | prefer
ordering by title, because | find it more useful to
look things up by subject rather than when |
started writing it or when | edited it. If you click
and hold on a note, you will be prompted to
View, Edit, Delete, Share, Stick-it, or Export to
text file.

SOBA

otenad

@ @ 10:01 M '

- Add Note

Joe meeting #conf #meeting

Note on web 2.0 conference

T-Mobile book review

TOC preso
Search Add Note
- Ve nd
= il
Labets setungs



DN @ s:03pm

#meeting

#workout

#pub

#analysis

HASHTAGS AS LABELS: If you've ever used
Twitter, you know that hashtags are a great way
to tag content. A hashtag s simply a # sign
followed by a word—for example, #projectX.
AK Notepad allows you to use hashtags and
access them later by browsing the Labels.

O HONORABLE MENTION

Evernote

Free

Version: 1.3

Evernote Corporation

The notes that you take with the Ever-
note app can be accessed from both your
Android device and your computer. You
can quickly add a text note, audio note,
photo snapshot, or file upload to your
library from any of your devices. One
particularly cool feature is Notes Nearby,
which lets you find notes that were writ-
ten near your current GPS location. I
used this at a recent wine tasting event,
and when I went back to the liquor store
a few weeks later, I found my notes and
exactly what I was looking for. Likewise,
if you have a meeting in a particular
conference room, you can use this fea-
ture to find your action items.

QUICK VIEW: You can view your notes using
either the thumbnail view (the default) orasa
list only. Evernote also allows you to sort your
notes by date created or date updated, in
ascending or descending order. Finding your
items by search works well, too: just type in
anything that may be in your note, and your
results will be returned quickly. With this app
you can take notes on your desktop machine
and view them later on your phone or vice
VErsa, so your notes are always there when you
need them.

S00UHA EH® 1013em

‘Evernote - Notes

Gov Summit

Todo

AndroidMarket

New test

‘ Audio test

vouCy
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Contact Management

Best App for Contact Management

YOUR CONTACTS HAVE PERSONALITIES:
Each of your contacts has a distinct personality, so
thatis precisely the way you should store them. If
you have a mix of family, friends, and work con-
tacts, why not group them or use similar ring-
tones for them so you know what type of call is i s
coming in? aContacts provides plenty of customi- Hendrickson

zation control on each contact you store. You can Siiaiade
Fa CO n ta Ct 5 even set call reminders so that you don't forget

ree

Version: 1.3.3 any scheduled calls.

Yermek Zhumagulov Complete action usin
S04 BEmesm Ak .
Most phones come with a decent standard
P . Beth Goza ‘ Christine (‘ Google Voice
address book for managing your contacts. b Walker
However, the aContacts app takes contact = ) Messaging

management to another level by providing

a picture-oriented interface, separate call a :: (’.,", 9

settings for each contact, and multiple ways A

to connect to your contacts. One of the

= txeet SMS

.l.:‘,c by default for this action

nice features of this app is how it takes ad-
vantage of Android’s multitasking ability

@ Carli Hendrickson
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and “pops up” other apps to fulfill your
requests. aContacts is a versatile way to

Ff add facebook

‘ add myspace

. add twitter

store your contacts and access them
quickly.




TAKE NOTE: aContacts provides a laundry
list of fields that you can use to store informa-
tion about your contacts—for example, their
social networks, job information, physical
residence, instant messenger IDs, and person-
alized ringtones. Another nice feature is the
all log, where you can see when you last
spoke to or missed a call from your contact.
The call log can be sorted by time, by contact,
or by how long ago the call occurred.

HUR@ 1:20em
;“g’,, Hendrickson
/.~

O’Reilly Media Inc.
Family

Starred In Android
System Group: My

. 978 e Ahhh

= mikegmail.com

16 Floride Ave Andover MT
P1810

* MSN: mike_e_hendrickson

= N

@ HONORABLE MENTION

w7
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Phonebook

Free Lite version
Version: 1.0.6
Voxmobili SA / Online

If you are looking for an app that’s
similar to the standard Contacts that
comes with Android-based phones,
you can’t go wrong with Phonebook. It
is oriented more toward phone con-
tacts than social networks, so if you
simply want to add your friends to a
phonebook dialer, this is an excellent
choice. In fact, I found this app so use-
ful and intuitive that I created a short-
cut and put it on my main screen to
use as my phone dialer. There may be
other apps that do more, but this one is
simple, clean, and keeps your personal
phonebook right at your fingertips.

QEEBERA HE@123eM

? Carli

-
n Leslie

S

’ +12063843253
[

(E——
8 Voicemail

ACTIVITY MONITOR: The Phonebook app
will display how you tend to interact with
each contact. If you usually communicate via
text, an SMS icon will appear next to that
contact. If you get more calls, a call icon will
appear. If you tap the name of a contact, it
will bring up the history of your interaction,
including SMS message threads and incom-
ing and outgoing phone calls with dates.
While in the activity section, you can also
clear all data by selecting Menu and then
(lear all logs.
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File Sharing
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Best App for Accessing File Servers

EStrongs
File Explorer

Free
Version: 1.0.4.0
EStrongs Inc.

This is a powerful file explorer and man-
ager that in my opinion is superior to
most paid apps. It includes all the opera-
tions you need for file management, such
as Copy, Cut, Paste, Delete, Rename, Se-
lect All, and Properties. It works directly
with your operating system, letting you
access your apps and kill, run, uninstall,
back up, and even connect to LANs and
FTP servers. You can hide any sensitive
files that need protecting, and do file op-
erations like editing text and zipping or
unzipping files. You can even play audio
and video locally or remotely.

POWER GALORE: If there’s one word that

describes this app, it's“Wow." f you have fileson  ALL IN ONE: This is the only app you need to
your work server, you can likely access themvia  manage files, directories, apps, services, and

the LAN tab by setting up and remembering a connections. From the Task Manager, you can
connection to a LAN server. This allows you to click on the Applications tab and kill any apps
quickly authenticate and connect toyour docu-  that don't need to be running. Be careful, though,
ments when they are stored on a server. Power- s some critical apps run in the background and
ful stuff. take very few resources to do their job.

HBEN@soorm QLA EHEEG cr0em

“Avallable Memory: 24M
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“ a Android keyboard

“ ES File Explorer

ﬂ Gmail

o Google Voice
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Best App for Local File Browsing

AndExplorer

Free
Version: 1.3
Lysesoft

When you need to quickly find a file on
your device, this is a great app to have. You
can explore the SD card or the device di-
rectories. You can also rename files, create
directories, delete files, copy and paste files,
and select your sort order. This allows you
to browse your filesystems just as you
would on your desktop computer. The
AndExplorer app also provides Zip, Gzip,
and Tar uncompressing capabilities for
when someone sends you a packaged file or
set of files.

DEVICE BROWSING: This app feels like
Windows Explorer or the Finder on a Mac Itis
easy to navigate by touching the item/folder
you want to browse, or scrolling if you have a
touch-ball on your device. There are options to
Send, Refresh, Select all, Unselect all, and Clear
Selection if you want to do mass activities like
delete or copy.

U@ ssiem

0 9 ?
Rename Delete Create folder

U @

Copy/Paste o More

CUSTOM CHOICES: You can set up your
explorer to sort by any combination of file-
name-+size-+date. You can also set your font to
be more than 100% of the size you see on
screen—nice for aging eyes. In addition, you
@an set the default encoding to UTF-8 or de-
fault (recommended).

Ul @ sssem

AndExplore
Manager for /
brov
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Remote File Access
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Best File Server App

v.h"l

F T P MINIMALIST DESIGN: The design is exceed-
ingly simple. Run and Stop are the two parame-

ters you need to know, and enable the server log

to see activity. Once the server is running, you can

SWIFTP Server connect to it from a computer or device using the

Free FTP client of your choice.

Version: 1.1.1

Dave Revell [P ¢ [O) DE@ 1:14 a0

. SWIFTP Server 1.11
Suppose you are traveling and want to rusvetbdzrdbdlih

19/ Aorerw s ity

an FTP server and let your colleagues running
get whatever you designate for retrieval.

share your files with colleagues but
your company email is down. Fire up

Once you set this app up, you simply
run the server and it will provide you
with a server URL that can be shared
with whomever you want accessing
files. Whether you have music files,
pictures, documents, or log files, you
can make them easily accessible with
this app.

SETTINGS SIMPLICITY: The parameters you
enter will be saved for future use, so next time
you fire up the server all your settings will be
remembered. You can share over WiFi or across
the Net thanks to SWiFTP's global proxy.

QA{} . DE@ 1:15Am

SWIFTP Settings

mikehatora



Best File Transfer Client App

A LITTLE MAINTENANCE: You can also use
TRANSFERRING LARGE FILES: One ofthe  this tool to clean up your directories. You can
perils of transferring large files to a mobile rename and delete files, create subdirectory
device is that the transfer will time out if you folders, open and preview files, sort your files,
go out of range of the WiFi or cellular network.  and perform select all and unselect all
AndFTP allows you to securely transfer large functions.You can also use this tool to browse

™) g\

A n d FTP files and resume if they time out during the your handhelds files by clicking FTP file

Free transfer. browser.

Version: 1.11

Lysesoft L Ml e s2em D@ 245em |

This tool enables you to connect to FTP
servers. It comes with both a device file
browser and an FTP file browser, and pro-
vides download and upload features with
resume support. You can use the device
menu to rename, delete, copy, set permis-
sions, and create folders. The AndFTP app
provides support for FTP (File Transfer
Protocol), SFTP (SSH’s Secure File Transfer
Protocol), and FTPS (Explicit FTP over
TLS/SSL).
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Online Storage
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Best App for Document Storage

/

Teradesk Mobile

Free
Version: 1.5
Teradesk e-Storage Systems

Teradesk distinguishes itself through its
flexibility, utility, and ease of use. Being
a virtual file storage and remote file ac-
cess tool, Teradesk uses secure encryp-
tion to transfer files to and from your
Android device, and will automatically
resume if your file transfer is inter-
rupted. This app can process file trans-
fers in the background while you work
on something else. Teradesk can access
your files that are on a server or device
you point to, or that are up in the
“cloud” of servers that Teradesk stores
your virtual disk on.

SMART FEATURES: In addition to the standard
folder types, you can add all sorts of other folders
in which to store and access your content. This is a
graphically rich Ul that makes navigation easy and
intuitive. Availability is not an issue, as the Te-
radisk is built on top of Amazon’s cloud storage
and server infrastructure. Ifyou use the standard 1
qigabyte storage, you will not need to purchase
more.

Teradisk

Virtal Storage, 0% wsed

SHARE IT, DON'T EMAIL IT: With Teradesk you
avoid using email to send files; instead, you can
share your files with friends and coworkers with

just one dlick. People can be notified via email or
SMS about new documents and download files
directly. It's easy to integrate Intemnet applications
and Google Docs into your workflow. And instead of
needing to bring your files to your local computer,
you can just send them directly from cloud to cloud,
using the large backbone of providers.

QLEMNMUA GBH@ 34pm

My Documents
’ ’ Sytem Paaser

My Images

Systen fodser
=



CONTROL FILES: File transfers are designed to
resume transparently after connection problems.
This resume feature really helps when you use
mobile apps, and espedially when transferring
large files. In Android-based mobile phones, it is
possible to have multiple file transfers occurring
simultaneously. Teradesk give you lots of options
on what to do with your files in the cloud. In short,
this app never ceases to impress with its myriad
options, features, and capabilities.

QEEMHA BHI@ 316rm

Save to 5D urd

Transtes 17e3 Nie

Play/Open file

amvopen 1t Die

Share

Mabe they T acoryiitde t

Copy to :Ipboam

Py parte tetween (L

GoogleDocs

rwert the Nle 10 GoogleDocs

Add/View Relation a
108 o Corvect new Nies togethe

Properties

&) HONORABLE MENTION

SugarSync

Version: 1.5
Sharpcast, Inc.

This app is not quite as full-featured
as Teradesk, but it is very intuitive to
set up and use. Its options and set-
tings are minimal, and once you in-
stall the PC/Mac/Linux client you are
able to share, protect, and access your
files and directories on any designated
computer that is connected to the
Internet. One particularly handy fea-
ture is Share <directoryname>, which
allows you to share your files with
whomever you choose. Uploading
files is pretty easy and if you use WiFi
or 3G, it’s fairly quick as well.

AUTOMATIC TRANSFERS: SugarSync
uses local, remote, and cloud storage
options. In short, you can access to your
files on a computer and transfer them to
your device or to a 2-gigabyte storage
cloud provided by SugarSync. Edit any
document directly on your phone, and
SugarSync will detect the changes and
automatically prompt you to upload the
revisions to the cloud or your personal
computer. The same holds true for taking
photos: you will be prompted to save them

to your cloud storage or personal computer.

Sal HE @ sserm

Upload Local File
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Online File Sharing
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Best App for Mobile File Sharing

GoAruna

Free
Version: 1.2
Aruna Labs

This is an intuitive yet full-
featured app for storing and
accessing files in Go-Aruna’s
“cloud” of storage servers. It
provides many options for
accessing files in GoAruna’s
storage servers or on your
personal computer. The app
allows you to perform ac-
tions on multiple files at
once, which can be handy if
you want to transfer several
related files.

LOCAL/REMOTE/CLOUD: GoAruna offers a nice
Desktop application that will show you what is on your
local computer and on the cloud storage computer.
Your Android device can see both places as well, and
(@an get and put files in either space. The user interface
is straightforward and easy to use, and there a nice
encryption feature that allows you to keep your docu-
ments safe and secure in the cloud or when transfer-

ring them around devices.

@ HONORABLE MENTION

DroidDrop

Free

Version: 0.41

Carmen Delessio

Quickly upload a file, put a password
on it, and then annotate it, share it,
or add links to it; DroidDrop has a
number of

options, but I

not so many
that it com-
plicates mat-
ters. You can
repeat past
drops, and
set the expi-
ration date of

your drops.




Best App for Peer-to-Peer File Sharing

SETUP: Most of the work you have to do on this app is in the setup. In short, setup is not
simple and is the only drawback to using this app. There is a great screencast at

F'ee. http://vimeo.com/4537781 that shows you the basics. You can also make secure file transfers

Version: 0.13.4 ) ) - :

Eric Kok by setting up this app to access your desktop machine if you have a Torrent app installed there.

The search feature is fast and simple, and with one click you can start your download.

Transdroid

Use this app to transfer peer-to-peer Torrents.

If you set up your desktop computer correctly, Q.h. mA ﬂ Qm @ 9:20 AM |
you can authenticate your phone and grab files earch on-line for torrents:
that you have shared. You can also create log- O&apos;Reilly - 802.11 Wireless Networks - Definitive Guide [CuPpY)
ins for other folks and authorize them to grab ez
copies of files on your phone' In this way, Rap | VA-Coast 2 Coast Instrumentals Vol 14(2009
Transdroid is like a full-blown Torrent man- :
ager for your phone. This app can be set up to ORemy
provide RSS feeds when new shares are found.
programming

It also has some nice filtering options, as well
as the ability to set your transfer rates, both

OREILLY EBOOKS ISO

outgoing and incoming.
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Security

Best Mobile Security App =

You can esecute the com

- .
STEALTH TRACKING: Mobile Defense is very
qood at pinpointing a misplaced device. There s HIDDEN FEATURES On the web page foryour
even astreet view where you can highlight areas device, you can alert, lock, back up, wipe, or

disconnect the device. The alert is a noisy siren,
and it shrills loudly. The dashboard below shows
the speed at which the device is moving, which is
useful for determining how it is being transported

and zoom in. The map views are all viewable while
the app is quietly running/sleeping in the back-
ground. The app wakes up only when itis asked to
report on its whereabouts, so it is not a battery-

Mobile Defense dain. and how quickly (by car, on foo).
Free
Version: 1.2.3 : === Dashboard
Neevo, LLC . —‘4— e Trackng

Vot pRane & apgr 08 vmate Ocatan Pattern Lock on

Aert Status Oft

This app is great for those of use who o ki o
have a tendency to lose our phones.

Once installed, Mobile Defense al-

gj lows you to remotely locate, lock, Tracking Data
‘g- back up, or wipe your device, in addi- Transmitied
@ tion to other neat features. One out- :‘“;; :‘:-\
n standing feature is that the app runs WiFI Network

in the background and is undetected i‘::’:i‘{"‘

in your app list. So if a would-be thief el

takes your phone, he would not know Longtude

Speed

you are tracking him, nor could he

disable the app or uninstall it.




Mobile "« Defense .

WEB INTERFACE: Mobile Defense has some nifty tools
that help you recover your phone. You'll see all the locations
where your phone has been traveling as well as any changes
in the SIM card. The would-be thief may look to see what
apps are running by checking Manage Applications in your
phone settings. However, Mobile Defense will remain hid-
den, since it’s usually dormant and only awakens to take a
reading of your device's location. Unfortunately, the app also
sends an SMS message that alerts you of the activity, which
could be a tip-off to a would-be thief. For workarounds,
check the FAQ on the Mobile Defense website.

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Mobile Security

Free
Version: Beta 4.4.2
Lookout

If you are moving attachments
around, you should be concerned
about viruses, damage, and theft/
loss of your phone. Mobile Secu-
rity, formerly Flexilis, offers pro-
tection against all three in an intui-
tive app. When installed, the app
runs in the background, so a
would-be thief will not be aware of
its presence. This and other secu-
rity apps could also be used track a
person’s whereabouts, if you were
so inclined.

GOT A BACKUP PLAN: We've all seen
it happen: you lose your phone, or it gets
run over by a street paver, or dropped in
water and everything is toast. Using the
Data Backup feature in Mobile Security
provides you with a secure copy of all
your data files (contacts, pictures, etc) on
the Web, where you can restore the data
quickly and easily.

//—\
Anti-Virus
PROTECTED
P
Data Backup
READY TO BACK UP

.
| Missing Device
READY

&
Data Bachup Sethings

(L 0

Notification Settings About
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Payments

Best App for Secure Money Transfers

p

BALANCE YOUR CHECKBOOK: Your
recent history allows you to see all the transac- ~ DIGITAL GREEN: PayPal is the leader in

P ay P a | tions during the previous couple of months, so  providing Internet payments to all sorts of
Free you can determine whether a payment has commerce sites. Mobile payments are kept
Version: 1.1.1 cleared, been processed, or is still outstanding.  safe using the same technology that PayPal
eBay You'll also see a handy balance history page. uses to secure web-based transactions.
There’s nothing revolutionary here, but for PayPal PayPal
regular PayPal users this will be a welcome send money PayPal Mobile info
addition to their Android-based phone. If Carli Hendrickson urs Balance, s nd 1o ive Money, o of Mkt
_ onatians by test metsage o mobde web on your
you have a PayPal account, you could theo- mobile phone
. . 30.00 o
w retically get your paychecks via PayPal, have : 2
C . e wp or Pyl Mobile t
v a PayPal debit MasterCard, and pretty much Llunth Money | J
> do away with a traditional bank account. ‘
(] Cancel Continue For more mformation sbout PayPsl Mobde, go t
A Wouldn't it be nice not to worry about car- e J i
. ? .
rying money around? PayPal also integrates 84 0 OO
with your contact list and allows you to
transfer money to anyone, whether or not
Add 2 motdle phone PIN 10 your PayPal xccount and Yog
you know their email address or account T o

numbers. = ) ? =9 ) G

et Money tnfo




Best App for Purchasing Goods

YOU KNOW WHAT YOU WANT: And with
this app, you can go get it. If you don't know
exactly what you want, Amazon will have
recommendations for you based on your pur-
chasing history. One particularly cool feature
thatis found only on this app is the ability to
take a picture, or scan a barcode, and have

A mazon.com Amazon find you the product or save it with your

Free account until something similar shows up.
Version: 1.0.1

Amazon.com SERA H @ s26em I

Sure, you could just use your browser to 0 you asked us to remember:
to Amazon, but why? This app stores all the

PV 5, v Ma(mnng pvudml tound

useful stuff for you in one click, without P ! Media Marketing
. - B poos
having to type all that http stuff. This is a R . .
very cool app, and if you believe that apps © v
could one day replace websites, be sure to
check it out. There is no reason to use the
browser for Amazon shopping when you
How does this work? >
have an app like this. It remembers the set-
Send feedback about this feature @

tings that you have on the Web and clones
them for your device. (There are a whole
bunch of Amazon apps, so make sure you
get the one made by “Amazon.com”)

O

SEARCH AWAY: | often use Amazon fo get
more information about a product, and to
Amazon's credit, this search often converts to a
sale. With search on your device, Amazon has
that same great shopping experience. It feels
like your device knows your preferences, what
you look at, and what you purchase. More often
than not, my research tums into purchases
because the app brings back relevant items,
including ones | didn’t know | wanted.

SEA HE@ s:28em
Top 50 Resuits for "social media marketing”

In | All Departments v |

1. Social Media Marketing
An Hour a Day

[ $19.79
DR 3 oes vttt

o e P o e

& 2. The Social Media
IR Marketing Book
o3

Vnsussv “'

L
nome Search Cart
Remembers Your Accoumt More
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Best App for Money Management

EasyMoney

Free
Version: 1.2.2
Handy Apps

This app is a versatile money manager
that tracks expenses and has reminders
built in for a variety of things. Other
useful features include bill-pay remind-
ers, multiple accounts and currencies,
fully customizable income/expense
categories, transfers between accounts,
budgets, and reports. This app has many
predefined budget categories and in-
cludes a New Category feature, so you
can customize your budget and get your
expenses well organized.

QUICK VIEW OF ACCOUNTS: The Accounts
Overview button takes you to a dashboard that
shows you all the accounts you have and their
current balances. If you drill down on an account,
you will see all transactions and transfers into and
out of the account during a chosen period of time.
You can also add a recurring transaction to the
account directly through this screen.

QEMNAN Ul @ 3:41m|

EasyMoney v 23

Accounts Overview

Name Current Balance

College Fund $10,000.00

Sgrent/Budget 30 DO/3250 00
Total Accounts Balance: $10.000.0¢

New Account || View Budgets Jlllsl-mm-

L JL J
* S~
v =)
Bills Reminder Make a Transfer
. Ly
< A
v
Manage Categories Settings

& 3

Backup/Restore Upgrade EasyMoney

CHECK OUT YOUR HISTORY: The reports
menu offers all sorts of graphical reports that
allow you to view your money and fransactions in
a variety of ways, including custom time periods
and filtered by categories. The cash flow report is
awesome for showing you what is going on
monthly with your deposits and withdrawals.

Al LUl @ a:3aem |

(® Select a Report

Expenses By Category
Daily Balance Chart
Monthly Expenses
Monthly Income

Monthly Cash Flow




Best App for Budgeting

Financisto

Free
Version: 1.2.4
Denis Solonenko

Financisto is a real budgeting tool and
has several handy features, such as a
blotter, budget tracker, reports, and the
ability to manage multiple accounts
and currencies. It is not as intuitive as
some other apps, but that is due to the
many features shown on each screen.
Location-aware budgets, category-
oriented budgets, project-based budg-
ets—this app covers them all. You can
even tie your custom categories to a

parent category.

BUDGET LIKE A PRO: If you just want to track
numbers, there are plenty of apps that can do
that. However, if you want to put together a real
budget with complete reporting and account
transaction detail, this is the app for you. You can
also set a PIN authentication on this app to keep
your sensitive information private.

[y \Y) EO&I}Gczzm
- 8 G‘

nt Blotter ltpom

college fund

college savings

credit card

lunch money

9 — @
Currencies Categories Location
% ™Y C
Projects Preferences More

MULTIPLE ACCOUNT TYPES: If you want to
track your Visa, Ameyx, MasterCard, or other credit
card, there are 10 built-in account types that you
can select from. In this way, you can manage all
your finances, from trivial payments to large
mortgages and assets. You can even apply filters
to all your fransactions.

DA 8 LN @ s:08pm

Opening amount (college s

Opening amount (lunch m

Opening amount (college f

Categories

il
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Best App for Personal Finance

\ ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT: Account man-
Q \ agement with this app is simple, and there are
many options for managing your accounts. You
@an specify whether the account balance can be
negative, the type of account (six choices), and
whether the account balance should be included

~ in your total balance. There’s space for notes and
websites 5o you can enter more information
y about each account.
FireWallet
Free 30-day Trial / $6.99 Full version W\a:h HA BUNS 250em
Version: 3.0.0 ol

James Gramata

This app is another great way to manage
your finances. It is ideal for when you
are traveling and need to separate your
personal expenditures from your busi-
ness expenses. Another nice feature lets
you keep an eye on your finances while
you are on the go. You can transfer
funds between accounts and view your
transaction history. You can also add,

Bill Reminders

copy, edit, view, sort, purge, and export
and import transactions. fut Help 6

TRANSACTION MANAGEMENT: Once you
have set up your accounts, you can add debit and
credit transactions. Particularly helpful is the
recurrence feature, which allows you to have
recurring debits (bills) and credits (paychecks).
You can also specify whether or not a particular
transaction was in one of your budgets, which
helps track unbudgeted expenditures.

BLEL 6

\ccour nsactions

B @ 3:07pm

e
!

Bill Reminders  Purge Trans Sort By
2 4
et relp

More




0 HONORABLE MENTION

NeatPayment

Free Lite / $2.99 Full version
Version: 1.3
Prolog Inc.

As its name implies, this app really is neat.
Whether you're selling or buying, this makes
credit card payments easier and faster. It cur-
rently works on two major online payment
gateways: Authorize.Net and PayPal Payflow
Pro. With NeatPayment, you can pay or ac-
cept payment even if you don’t have a credit
card terminal, and better yet, it imposes no
additional cost per transaction. This is a
handy way to buy or sell when you are on the
road or at a trade show or convention.

CLEGA 6REG sam

Heciplent Information
: o . - m

Card HoMer Information

First N
£ -

NEATO: You can get paid by credit card, no
matter how small your business. NeatPay-
ment allows you to check funds and then
authorize the major credit card types for any
transaction you have. Using Authorize.Net as
one of your payment options, you can even
complete a credit card transaction to sell your
old sneakers at a yard sale.

OLAGA UallS 1044au

\

23

Recipient Information:

Card NHolder Information

. -

PAYPAL INTERFACE: Even if your poten-
tial customer doesn't have a credit card, you
@n still do business with them by using

PayPal. Since PayPal is a trusted service, you
get all of its built-in protections, whether
you are selling or buying.
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Shopping

Best App for Scanning Prices/Goods

BOOKWORMS TAKE NOTE: Be sure that QUICK SEARCH: Google Book Search also lets

there's sufficient lighting when you make your you quickly search inside the book. You'll be
scan. | also found that after you scan one product, prompted for a string to find, and then you're off
you may need to exit the app and relaunch it fo the races. The Barcode Scanner allows you to
before you scan a second product. Another limita- navigate directly to a book on Google Book Search
tion | found is that it is difficult to scan products (books.google.com) and find reviews, descriptions,

B d S on irreqular surfaces, so | tend to restrict my usage and more. If you install this app, try it out on our

arcode >canner of this app to books, where it excels. QR Code index (page 226).

Free
Version: 3.0.1 E G.l..lﬂ.l.&ﬂ 6@ scorm

ZXing Team Found book (o T o s
= E | twitter | searcn ow comteres
S aans J | 9780596806606 &

This is a simple but powerful app. Just :

Usanown

scan a barcode, and the Barcode L T~

Scanner app will fetch information nknewn |

about the product, including how to o
ga purchase the item. You can decode e ‘ oo
Z. one-dimensional barcodes like the —
5 ones found on books, or QR Codes ﬁ%ﬂ%‘«!—m s AL ua AE‘!‘:;.L&%“ &
A fe Dook

like you find on the Web and in print.

The Social Media Marketing Book &, ©» v o

You can use this app to access Google = o= Book overview

Book Search and navigate to the book ~ LI, E T 9780596804275
content. This app also allows you to Q U
search other product codes. > g E




Best App for Comparing ltems

LU

Compare Everywhere

Free
Version: 1.3
Compare Everywhere

The Compare Everywhere app uses the
Open Source barcode scanning tech-
niques developed by ZXing. All you
need to do is scan an item’s barcode,
and the app returns a list of compari-
son prices and reviews if they are
available. You can modify the search
radius, but by default the results will
consist of stores within 20 miles. An-
other nice feature of this app is the
ability to create a list of items you have

compared; you can then export the list
to HTML or XML.

SCANNING POINTS: Scanning a product using
this app is much like what happens at a grocery
store or pharmacy, but here the scan uses the
amera function to take a picture once the barcode
is recognized. The information on books is very
qood, but other items will often return“item not
found"results.

S04a08 DF) @ 10:01Pm

Learning PHP, MySQL,
and JavaScript

Robin Nixon

Barnes and Noble $31.99
About 13.4 miles avay

Overstock.com $26.14
Amazon.com $26.40
Langtoninfo.com $26.99

MAP TO YOUR PRODUCT SEARCH: Be-
cause your phone knows exactly where you are, it
c@an give directions to the closest places to pur-
chase your compared item. Sometimes conven-
ience and immediacy are more important than
getting the cheapest price.

[co[a )Y ] D E @ 10:02pm

Barnes and Noble details

/§J\ Online website

search.barnesandnoble.com

Driving directions
210 Andover Street
Peabody, Ma 01960

About 13.4 miles away

Call location

978-573-3261

Driving directions

4444 Broadway
Saugus, Ma 01906
About 14.4 miles away
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Stocks

Best App for Stock Market Tracking

DRILL DOWN: Press the menu button to view
TRACKING: Start with just a few stocks, and the options of News, Chart, Details, Delete, and
add however many you want. Adding a stock is (ancel. The Details option provides high and low

simple—as you type on the keyboard, stock trends along with a handy chart; dick it to find
symbols begin to auto fill and you can select from  more information online. The Chart selection offers
the choices. The Options menu allows you to a whole set of charting options, including com-
define sort orders, colors, refresh rates, and the parisons, time ranges, line types, chart types, and
Q uote P o level of detail you want displayed for each stock. ~ the ability to define two subcharts.
Free
SEOALNL BHE® 11:46am |

Version: 1.2 BETALN BF® 1200em|

Quirk Consulting, Inc.

Quote Pro is a great app that boasts a e "c TR 4
number of useful features, including

52 W M . SWsie

Ve ume o m

numbered profiles. You can list a few ;
2458.TW 13-Nov 1:24pm (C)Yahoo!

stocks you want to track in one portfo-

83 lio, and then with a tap of a finger you 3;: } A YWY T
g- can see your other portfolios. This is 3%0 I 1
M useful when tracking different sectors of A . . . X
wn . 10am 12pm
v the market, and allows for comparisons

based on the stocks you want to group.

Quotes are provided by Yahoo! and in- 0 § @

clude the major indices. There is a 20- Foeobeck | HepiAbout

minute time delay, but Quote Pro re- i ! C @ m C

freshes prices every 10 seconds. Options Refresh Refresh




@ HONORABLE MENTION

Android Finance

Free
Version: 2.0
Google

You can use this app to view stock
performance over one day, five days,
one month, six months, one year, five
years, or the maximum time avail-
able. Only one portfolio is allowed
(even though the label indicates
“Portfolios”). The app has decent
charting of the major indices and
does a good job charting the stocks
in your portfolio. The News tab takes
you to all the Google news relating to
the symbol or index you click on. Set
the default view to be max to date,
and you can view trends.

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Stocks

Free
Version: 0.4.0
Dato

This is another simple tool that al-
lows you to view the performance of
stocks and major indices over one
day, one month, or one year. It is
simple to add a stock to watch, and
you can add as many as you want,
though you’ll have to scroll to see
their performance. There is no port-
folio feature in this app, but you can
organize your stocks however you
like. Place the indices at the top and
order stocks alphabetically to keep
things manageable. This is an instal-
lable app, not the one that comes
installed on some phones.

SIMPLE CHARTING: The charting feature
in the Stocks app is a tiny graph that offers
multiple options. You can modify the date
1ange; add, delete, or rename symbols; and
move symbols up, down, and to the top or
bottom of the list. The main settings allow you
to choose your color scheme, and whether you
want to see percent, price, or both.
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Best App for Being a Local

ALOQA

Free
Version: 1.4.1
Aloga GmbH

Wherever you go, ALOQA lets you
“Always Be a Local” In this app, you set
the channels you want to follow and the
app proactively pushes content your
way based on your location. Use this
app to find out what’s available and
what’s going on nearby. The app also
integrates map-level views of the
pushed content, making it easy to find
things even if you're a stranger in a
strange land.

CHANNEL YOUR ACTIVITIES: There are more
than 30 channels to subscribe to, bringing you
content from a variety of major categories such as
Auto, Fast Food, Coffee, Hospitals, Movies, Pizza,
and others. You can also set your notification style
for each channel: an alarm, a vibration, or just a
number displayed. This is a handy app that can be
tailored to your preferences in entertainment,
food, and so on.

SEs4a0

BE@ 209pm

FIND YOUR CHANNEL: One nice feature lets
you go directly from content that is pushed to you
through a channel to driving directions to the
event, activity, or establishment. Start with your
current location and let ALOQA and your GPS find
your destination with either normal, satellite, or
traffic map modes. All the normal Google Maps
features apply once you begin your journey to a
local destination.

S&A08 2 « BEG 223em

Bercs  Warwipor Bevery
Hondog | Amsetek! CaeT
2 d’l Wolurn Ny " et
T ot | o
— Lax vv
e Sod ‘\.
Wayent  Carmondl 10N

Newion  Broosine

Map mode

@

My Location Help




Best App for Finding Activities
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Best App for Finding Restaurants

ZagatTo Go'10

$999
Version: 1.1
Handmark

If you want to impress a potential busi-
ness partner, of course you'll use the
most trusted guide to restaurants. Zagat
To Go is a great app, and if you are famil-
iar with using Zagat guides for selecting
a restaurant, you'll love this. It uses your
GPS location to bring back the most
relevant spots to where you are at the
moment. The options allow you to use
your current location, a particular city or
region, an exact address, or to select
from your recent locations. You also se-
lect the radius you want to search within.

CONTEXT ORIENTED: If you travel 3,000 miles
to meet a client, do you want to spend time look-
ing for a suitable restaurant or would you rather
trust Zagat's to steer you? Sure, you could ask a
concierge, but this app is convenient and custom-
izable. If you know Zagat’s and trust them, you
@n't go wrong here.

Q¢ oL &

6:48 PM

1) ZAGAT'10 "&H

RESULTS MAP VIEW

Dvsplaying 4 of 4_Sorted by Distance

Yama 2 | " I 18 | s33 |»
Cassis 26 | 7 l 23 ' s47 |»
Glery L’ 19 I 19 ' s46 |»

Bertuecly

|7| u||6|$11 »

DECIDE WHAT YOU WANT: One of the best
features of this app is that it can tell you what's in
the neighborhood or give you results by cuisine
type, or you can get results based on other
features such as Children Friendly, Delivery, Live
Entertainment, Romantic, Singles Scene, and a
host of other options. I've learned more about the
restaurants in my area through this app than |
have eating at them for the past 10 years.

6:54 PM

ZAGAT'10
RESULTS

Yama

63 Park St

(bet. Florence & Whither Sts.)
Andover, Massachusetts 01810

Pglo72-749.9777
Neighborhood Andover

Cuisine Aslan, jJapanese, Sushi

2] ) ) sm)

"Good suburban sushi” and other
“fresh”, “standard™ jJapanese fare take
the spotiight at these midpriced sibs in
Andover and Wellesley where “minimal*




Best App for Dining Reservations

OpenTable

Free
Version: 1.0.8
OpenTable, Inc.

OpenTable helps you make reservations
at local dining establishments. This app
provides links to menus, reviews, loca-
tion, and most importantly seat avail-
ability at local restaurants. You’ll never
again walk up to the latest trendy res-
taurant only to be turned away because
there are no seats left. If you do use this
app and discover that a restaurant has
no spots left, it doesn’t hurt to call
them—there are often cancellations.

LET YOUR FINGERS DO THE WALKING:
There are more than 100 metro areas found in
Openlable, and you can decide whether you want
to stay in the ity or reach out into the suburbs.
Staying metro will search all the metro restaurants
of your choice. It's also useful to indicate party size,
particularly when you have a large party and want
f0 ensure you can be accommodated.

EEOA0 BEI@ 11:55am
Find a Table

LOCATION

Boston Suburbs
All Neighborhoods

All Restaurants

QOO

DATE & TIME

| Sun, Nov 15, 2009 1 7:30PM

PARTY SIZE

2 v |

RESERVE YOUR TABLE: Before you go to any
restaurant, you can find out what times are
available and learn about the restaurant. The
number of $ signs indicates how pricey the
establishment is. When you click on a time, you'll
be prompted to enter your reservation details.

GEF1N

1790 Restaurant \

s R

1000075

i o
toestove GEETIT) NN ()

afl@ nzsqg]
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Best App for Sharing Favorite Places

UrbanKite

Free
Version: 1.0.8
UrbanKite

This app lets you discover local estab-
lishments and activities. Once you find
something, you'll see the address and
how far away you are—results are
sorted by distance, from closest to far-
thest away. Whether you need to get a
haircut, catch a bus, or virtually any-
thing else, this app will give you the
relevant results with all the details you
need. After you've found the establish-
ment you are looking for, use this app
to share your thoughts about it.

ALL WALKS OF LIFE: There are as many cate-
gories in Urbankite as there are in Google Local.
With this app, you can pinpoint your area of
interest, and once your genre is displayed, click on
an establishment and you will be taken to a detail
page where you can call or map your destination.
(lick“Details on Google”and you will get full
details, reviews, and anything else that is found on
Google. Very nice.

S48

SHARE YOUR COOL SPOTS WITH OTHERS:
One of the really cool features of this app is its
integration with Twitter. Once you enter your Twit-
terlogin credentials, you can comment, share, and
rate your destination all via Twitter and UrbanKite.
So don't just grab a cup at Starbucks—let others
know you are there and join a few friends.

BE@ 111em

145 Turnplke SLNorth
Andover, MA




QEEHA

BN @ 7:28em |

P00 000D DNH

SEARCH FOR YOUR INTEREST: Discover
local establishments and activities, including
restaurants, pubs and bars, coffeeshops, bistros,
nightclubs, transportation locations, arts and
Culture, banks, sporting, medical centers, sight-
seeing, government offices, and much more.

@ HONORABLE MENTION

Places Directory

Free
Version: 1.0.17
Google Places Directory Team

This is a simple location-aware app
that provides basic local categories
for you to browse through. These 13
categories should cover just about
anything you might need. This app
does not learn your tendencies like
Sherpa does, but is useful and intui-
tive for your everyday needs. There is
no setup and very little to do other
than tap away on the screen. You can
customize this app by setting your
distance to metrics or feet, and you
can clear the history to cover your
tracks. This simple app can be a real
time-saver and helper.

DESIGN SIMPLICITY:This is an easy app to
use. There are no channels, preferences, or any-
thing else to set. Just fire it up and it figures out
where you are and what is close by. You can read
available reviews, view pictures in the gallery, and
see where the item is found on a map.

Fresh Pond Shopping Ce

-

D Vast Capital Manageme
4

Fresh Pond

E Whole Foods
D White Hen Pantry

thae

9 s
Show map Reload
Search places
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Best PDF App

- .
SMART FEATURES: You can build multi-
g ' page documents by scanning pages one after
- another. Scan2PDF remembers how many EMAIL YOUR DOCUMENT: Once all
pages it has, and when you press Make PDF it your pages are set and you click on Make
will save them all into one file. If youneeda  PDF, you will see the dialog box below. This
S can 2 P D F M 0 bl | e high-quality scan, you can set the level to gives you the option to email the file, view
£399 Ultra for large but clear documents.The rotate  it, or delete the pages after the PDF has
Version: 2.0.4 page view can be helpful when previewing  been created. Deleting the pages helps
Burrotech your pages, so you don’t have to cram a maintain a clean filesystem by getting rid of
horizontal page into a vertical view. old documents.

Scan2PDF Mobile is a simple-to-use app that

does just what you think it does. Hover your QLENA HEN@1sorm QLB AN UaN@ soarm
phone over the document you want to “scan” and e —

POF Output

click the Scan Page button. This takes a picture of
the document. Make sure it’s readable, and then
press the Make PDF button to turn it into a PDF
file. The “delete page” and “delete all” options can
be used to re-scan a page if it didn’t turn out cor-
rectly, or to delete all of the scanned pages for your
document before you turn it into a PDF file. Use
the options in the menu key to specify the scan
quality, auto-rotate, and options for making the
PDF (size, output folder, filenames, and more).

1 page, 156 kb



E g_.amc 9:31 AM |

Page size
PDF output folder

PDF output filename

% - after making a POF

Delete pages

Email PDF

View PDF

OPTIONS: Make sure to set default behaviors
for all the PDFs you create. Select a size, a

directory on your SD card, and an output name.

I have given all my PDFs the prefix mob_ so |
know it's from my mobile device. | save the
files to a directory on my desktop, and then |
can search formob_ to find a PDF | made on
the run.

O HONORABLE MENTION

BeamReader

Free
Version: 0.99.4
SLG Mobile, Inc.

This app lets you view and zoom
in on your PDF documents.
There is very little configuration
or setup, and it’s very intuitive to
use—after all, you're just viewing
a PDE So if someone sends you a
PDF or you came across one
while browsing the Web on your
device, this free tool will let you
easily see what you want. You can
even view the PDF as plain text if
you open the menu and toggle
Text View.

QUICK VIEW: Fire up this app and your PDF
document is ready to view. When you have
multipage PDF files, you can click on the menu
key and launch a search by page number or
keyword find. In this way you can save yourself
the trouble of scrolling, which is very handy for
longish PDFs. You also have the option to save
the file to your SD card, which is useful when
someone sends you an email with a PDF file
attached.

Sla

Zoom Text View

rk N
O | ©
Bookmarks More
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Best App for Tracking Packages

Package Tracking

Free
Version: 1.0.2
Technogeek00

Who knew that tracking your precious
cargo using your phone could be even
easier than tracking it on the Web? This
slick little app tracks packages from
more than 10 delivery services and
maps your package’s current location.
Another interesting feature is the ability
to scan the barcode on your package
and track it that way. Or you can input
an old tracking number and get infor-
mation on a previous delivery.

AUTO REMEMBER: If you send and receive lots

of packages, this app is for you. In the settings, MISTER SCANMAN: The barcode scanner in
you can auto-save numbers so you donthaveto  this app works wonderfully—in face, the camera
keep entering the number over and over again. seems to work better here than it does in the

You can also have the app bring up your last-used  Barcode Scanner app. You can scan package after
number, which is helpful when you'e tracking a package without having to restart. This app also
specific package. After all, why retype all those stores your package information, so you can go
numbers when you don't have to? back and check or delete the status.

ELMNHA GEN® s4sam|

& FedEx
Old Dominion Freight

Posten

&Y SAIA
@r@ TNT

@ UPS
fj US Postal Service
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Mobile Package
Tracker

$099
Version: 1.3.0
Minstech

This is a good alternative for tracking
shipped packages. You can set up notifi-
cations to alert you of status changes in
your package’s journey. This app allows
you to perform three simple actions:
tracking your package, getting a list of
all your packages, and getting informa-
tion on each shipment. You can enable
notifications, set the types of alerts and
frequency of updates, track the status
level (out for delivery or all changes in

status), and more.

THE TRACKER: Tracking packages is pretty
straightforward—you don't even need to be on
the Web. Simply type your tracking number into
the app or scan your label before you send it out
the door. The main consumer-oriented shippers
are your default choices—FedEx, UPS, DHL, USPS,
and TNT. You can enable the shippers you use and
disable the ones you have no interest in using.

Al T

Q

s

Packages

s 1239160W0160282564

T-Mobile

BH @ s42am

THE PACKAGE: The package interface in this
app is simple. Any numbers you have entered or
barcodes you have scanned are saved in the
Packages tab. This makes it much easier to keep
track of things if you have a few packages going at
once. From here you can either track the package,
edit its details, or remove it from your tracking
history. | find that this is the tab | use most when
tracking my packages.

Q_.hmﬂA amma 11:58 AM |

© B Caseof The New How

© Bl Case of Soclal Media Mar...

‘

° u Package from copyeditor

Q. Track

& Edit

Remove
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MOTOROLA CLIQ XT™ with MOTOBLUR™

Best Communication
Apps

Your Android-based phone is a great business tool, entertainment device,
lifestyle companion, and travel aid, and it has many other uses as well. One
of its most basic and important functions is to communicate. Nowadays,
communication refers to many different things, including broadcasting,
tweeting, podcasting, emailing, texting, and myriad other forms of connect-
ing with someone or something else. Android-powered phones excel at con-
necting people, devices, and applications, and thus enable more effective com-
munication.

In this chapter we discuss a few Android apps that center around communica-
tion, connections, and transmitting a message, file, or something else from one
place to another. The Android market is full of communication apps, but we will
highlight only those we feel are most useful and that have been rated the highest.

So whether you're looking for a great texting app or a better way to sync your
email with your phone, you’ll want to spend some quality time with this chapter.



The Texter

Best SMS App
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chompSMS

Free
Version: 2.18
chompSMS

All Android-powered phones come with
built-in messaging apps, but for an excel-
lent texting environment you can’t beat
chompSMS. It has a clean interface and it’s
loaded with many other nice features and
options. The Settings menu lets you cus-
tomize the app to your style of texting,
and you can create shortcuts for your
most frequently used character sequences.
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Generally, SMS messaging allows you to
send 160 characters (unless you switch to
Unicode, which has a maximum of 70
characters).

SMART FEATURES: The chompSMS text
window is in the familiar bubble style, and
you can set the bubbles to be color coded. The
top of the dialog window shows who you are
texting with, and at the bottom you'll see
how many messages you have sent to this
person. The character and SMS counter make
clear how many characters remain for the
text being entered.

DM@ 1335

“and can you bring
me one of the cups
you and i use.

10-30-2009 7:41 PM

£ o
Im done. I didnt eat
alot because it was
like spicy and the
brocelli upset my
stomach

10-31-2009 8:55 AM
[ com—

|

160/160 (1) 31 messages sent

OPTIMIZE YOUR $ FOR TEXT: Among all the
qreat features for chompSMS, there are even some
options that help save you money when sending
messages. The Quick Switch feature lets you easily
choose between sending messages over the
chompSMS network and using your mobile
carrier. This comes in handy when roaming
internationally, as you can avoid the extra charges
for sending and receiving messages.

Dl @ 1335

SMS Network
o) Via chompsMs
T v &
&) via Mobile Carrier
¢ y <&
Quick Switch
Send via .z hompsms k!)
Send via Carrier




Another Best SMS App

Handcent SMS

Free
Version: 2.9.28
Handcent Software

Handcent is another powerful SMS app
for you to consider. With more than 40
options in the Settings menu, you can
tune this app’s environment to exactly
what you want. The batch mode allows
you to select a bunch of messages at once
and delete them, and there’s a quick but-
ton to call the person you are texting if
you are so inclined. You can also set dis-
tinct notifications and styles of text for-
matting for each contact. For example,
you could use this to distinguish between
personal contacts and work contacts.

EASY INTERFACE: Ifyou just want to send a
quick text with something like “What are you up
t0,"you can select one of nine preloaded mes-
sages. While you are composing a text message,
you can click the menu to attach media, files, or
other items that you want delivered to your
recipient. You also have the option to insert 17
different smiley faces, if you like that sort of thing.
There’s even an explanation next to each set of
text symbols. It's pretty B-).

TIRED OF TYPING ON A SMALL SCREEN?:
This app lets you speak text messages and then
translates them to text that you can edit or send
asis. The translation of the voice data is decent,
but not perfect. Like most voice-recognition apps,
you really need to articulate clearly, speak loudly,
and qo slowly. It's a fun feature to play around
with. |“speak text”with my daughter and we try
to figure out what the other said. Not the intended
purpose, but entertaining nonetheless.

D@ 2:51pm |

Carli Hendrickson

Sa04A SaHA

D@ 2.49pm
Carli Hendrickson

To:1-978-3

(160/1760)1 No messages sent

O P

Speak now

Speak your quick reply

QWERTY U

8 @& ¢

Insert quick text  Add subject Attach
® ¢ ©
Insert smiley Speax Wore




The Texter
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txeet: SMS Templates

Free
Version: 1.0.4
Just2us

If style is important to you, you’ll definitely want to
check out the txeet app. It offers a bunch of tem-
plates to style your messages, including Accented
Latin, RAnDoM CaPs, Scmabrle Eggs, and Vwl
Removal. The templates fall into six major catego-
ries, organized around standard themes. You can
also insert traditional CORMEA GE@ 1221
emoticons, as well as
some hip new ones. And
thank goodness for the
Lingo feature, which

@ Select Style

Accénted Latin

allows me to decipher

what my teenage daugh- § RAnDoM CaPs

ters send me.
Scmabrle Eggs

Vwi Removal

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Unavailable
$1

Version: 1.2.3
alienmanfcé

If you are too busy to answer repeated text messages,
just set your auto-reply message with this app. You
can define a list of people who get auto-replies, and
have custom replies sent automatically. This can be a
big help in dealing with marketing groups or people
who continuously send you messages instead of a
longer email. You can also

QLEANE W@ rsim

set this app to kick in after
certain hours when you
do not want to be inter-
rupted with text messages,
but you still want your
phone on for calls. Or you
can simply have the app
send an away message to

I know, I'l be home soon

anyone who texts you.




Best App for Finding WiFi
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Instant Messaging

Best Instant Messaging App

MULTIPLE CHAT PLATFORMS, NO
PROBLEM: If you're like most people, you have
instant messenger friends on AIM, MSN, Yahoo!,
SEE WHO'S ONLINE: eBuddy lets you see Facebook, GoogleTalk, ICQ, MySpace, and various
who is online and who is away, without having other places. eBuddy lets you pull all of these
to log into all of your different networks. Itisvery  different services into one window. You'll like not

easy to add more buddies through the drop- having to switch back and forth or install sepa-
down window that shows a list of the networks rate apps for each account. Just one eBuddy
e B u d dy you have an account on. account gets everybody together on one screen.
Free
Version: 1.5.0 S0 OELE ANE @@ 12200m
eBuddy

If you prefer instant messaging to tex-

ting, or if you need to communicate

keha
with people in your office who use IM, ONLINE (45) D mikenatora
this app is ideal for you. It connects you B i ounts

to all your IM accounts and brings them 3% mikehatora@gmall.com

together in one window. The menu but- *© Benlodia W mikehatora
ton quickly brings you to the Add Buddy

wh
A Betsy Waliszewski w mikehatora

and Settings screens, and the three tabs
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at the top quickly take you to your list of 0) (@ mikenatora@gmail.com
buddies, the chats you have going, and o
the accounts you have set up.

Add buddy Logout &) mikehatora@gmall.com

(L} O

Settings About




SET YOUR AVAILABILITY: One great feature
of eBuddy is that you can set your status to“ap-
pear offline,”so potential time-interrupters are
thwarted before they can bother you. This can be
particularly useful if you are buried in a project
because you can leave your phone on for emer-
gency calls but not have to deal with the inter-
ruptions of constant IMing. You can set your
availability as Busy, Online, Away, or Appear
Offline; you can also provide a custom status, like
“At the Dentist” or whatever works at the mo-
ment.

mikehatora

Status Away
L

o=

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Palringo

Free
Version: 1.0b4
Palringo Limited

This is a strong honorable mention, as
Palringo is an instant messaging client
specifically designed for mobile, mak-
ing it really simple to use. Chat and
send picture and voice messages to all
your friends from one contact list. Tak-
ing advantage of Android’s multitasking
abilities, you can keep in touch with all
your buddies on the most popular IM
services without installing or switching
between different applications. Palringo
allows you to chat to your friends on
MSN, AIM, iChat, ICQ, Yahoo!, Jabber,
Gtalk, Gadu-Gadu, and Facebook.

SENDING PICS: One nice feature of this
messaging app is that you can also send
pictures or images. If you press the picture
icon, you'll be prompted to take a photo
with your phone’s camera. So when you are
climbing Mt. Everest, snap some shots and
send them to whomever you have in your
address book. You can also send an image
that you've already saved to your device.

S04 ERHG 1240m
[ =) m

D) IV Services
&/

W) Messages

No Unread Messages

V0 N 1O W ead Teisages
¥, Location

Q2 service Mose - Disable

Add wervice Remove services
fdit Profile Update Statun
Setnings fot
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Best Twitter App

Twidroid

Free /€3 99 Pro version
Version: 3.0.9
Zimmermann & Marban

If you use Twitter, get this app and you’ll be
sure not to miss any of the action. There are as
many features loaded into this app as you
would get in a desktop client. When you com-
pose a tweet, you have the option to insert a
photo or video, record video, or take a photo
that you can attach to your tweet. You can also

manage and view tweets for multiple accounts.

Clicking on a tweet will pop up the options to
Reply, Show Profile, Favorite, Retweet, Send
DM, Copy to Clipboard, Share Tweet, and Re-
port Spam. Share Tweet lets you send it to
other social networks, email, and texting apps.

HIT THE ROAD @JACK: Twidroid allows
you to hit the road and not miss a tweet. You
@n choose to display between 50 and 250
tweets at a time using the five preset select
buttons. I've configured Twidroid to display
180 tweets at a time, and often use the Jump
to Top button to return to the top of the list
when the newest messages filter in.

HE G «oopm

PRACTICAL STEPS: Even the free version
of Twidroid offers some powerful features in
the Settings tab. You can select which photo
and video services to use, the quality of the
images, your preferred URL shortener
service, the Geolocation data that s trans-
mitted with your tweets, and other sweet
qoodies. And the Pro version unlocks even
more features.

[000A dHO 400 P

Choose Fontsize

Tweetlist Length

Remember Timeline pos

Use Real Names

Hide new tweet button

Hide refresh button




@ HONORABLE MENTION

Seesmic

Free
Version: 1.1
Seesmic

Don'’t let the honorable mention
fool you—this app is neck-and-
neck with Twidroid. The free
Seesmic has many of the same
features as the Pro version of
Twidroid, though with less op-
tions to select from. If you use the
desktop or web version of Sees-
mic, you'll love this app. It’s clean
and very intuitive to use, and
packs a whole lot of features into a
tiny little app. You can use your
Bit.ly username and API key,
making it easy to track your
tweeted short URLs and resulting
clicks. You can also set all sorts of
notifications to alert you of vari-
ous updates and messages.

SAVE YOUR POWER: You can help save
your battery by adjusting the interval to
check for new messages from every five
minutes to once every hour. If you limit the
number of tweets you pull in on each poll,
that will help even more. Using the five
preset selections, you can set the app to
fetch between 20 and 150 tweets on each
update. So if you set your updates to be
once an hour and grab 150 tweets at a time,
you'll save your battery but may miss a few
tweets. You can always manually refresh to
et new tweets.

SO0NHA  HEG «orm

=

Tirwire

Refresh
v radar
(" o 0% < £
™ Mt OSM and Sat Imagery fon Free
Phone App hetpe//ort lyiMsTin
Wxav
Norah jones - Chauing Prates http/iyes
com/- 16050
denverfoodguy
Video Reope. Grilled Pork Chops hep//
it by /1 1)GE9

cheeky geeky
Dinner ouR tonight will iewolve hagls,
whiskey, and hopefully manimal trips to

the restroom

biography book

George Russell: The Story of an
American Composer (African American
Cultural Theory and Meritage) « by

@ HONORABLE MENTION

Twitta

Free
Version: 10
DART

Twitta is a basic Twitter client with
clean, simple menus and few settings. If
you are new to Twitter, you may want to
start with this app before moving up to
the more full-featured apps previously
mentioned. The one advanced feature is
that you can set the application to check
for new tweets even when the app is not

running. Turn-
ing this feature SODHA HEG 0w

on will eat — _
W

Pes

reruon News. Oreo
Ouwrdet fotn on
Qo WA

your battery,
however, so

keep that in Toy 10 Buarre 1o Beameres
. L o s (ol }
mind when Soné Suon Sn
setting the up- | 4 v s comen o —
- ’ t ™5 " e
date interval. @tiana Ous
cC B <
Batr et ow e
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Best App for Sending Email

K-9 Mail

Free
Version: 2.109
K-9 Dog Walkers

K-9 Mail is an excellent free and open
source email client that can handle IMAP,
POP, WebDav, and some not-so-finicky
exchange servers. This app is an improved
and more full-featured version of the Mail

app that comes with your Android phone.
You have control over how often you poll

for messages and the number of messages to

display. Even if your phone is not your

primary email client, you may want to use a

client like this to check mail when you are
between places.

21 SETTINGS: K-9 Mail provides many, many
options to set your email environment just the
way you want it. Ifyou have folders stored on
your server and filters to direct mail into those
different folders, you can elect to check these
folders or not. For instance, | set up a folder into
which | filter any message that has an attach-
ment and is not from my company’s domain. |
don't check this folder with K-9—those mes-
sages can wait until | get to the office.

S00HA EEO «orm

Folder poll check frequency

Never

Folders to check with poll
Ondy 15t Class folders
F jers to che

k with pus!

When | delete a message

Do not delete on server

Incoming server
(j.-w"gl.-o"kuﬂ ng mail server \0/

Auto-expand folder

QUICK ACTIONS: Once you open an email,
you can take quick action on the message using
the menu button. Your standard Reply, Reply
All, Forward, Mark Unread, and Delete are all
just a click away. This makes handling your
email easy and fast. | can browse my email and
scan for spam, then quickly nuke it. This way,
when | get to my office | have few spam mails
left, and less work to get to the heart of my
inbox.

S00HA EHG «oorm

A luwad
- %
C Y
Bnsets Pragesel »” ‘L,J‘l
Good Day

It's Just my wurgent need for foreign
partner that sade me to contact you
for this transaction for assistance.
I am 2 banker by profession from
Burkina faso in mest Africa and
currently holding the post of
Director Auditing and Accounting wnit
of the bank

I have the opportunity of transfering
the left over funds ($10.3 million)
of one of my bank clients who died
along with his entire family in
unh l need 3 homest and humanity
2Rhal_ e can hoth S0

g B =

Reply all Forward

a"&ii’n‘@

Mark a5 unread Delete More
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SMS Email Voice On
\F/z:ion: 0.1.9 The Go

ROAMING AROUND: Ifyou are traveling
to some remote place and have cell recep-

Want to send email without us- tion but not data, you can use this app to
send email. For example, on a recent visit to

the U.S. Virgin Islands, | selected USA /T-

) Mobile in the settings menu. Data roaming
text messages to email addresses. charges would have been expensive, sol
This is a great solution if you used the SMS Email app to send a couple of
ever find yourself without a WiFi emails to friends and family.
connection and do not have (or

do not want to use) a data plan. R

Free 15-day trial
Version: 0.9.3
Voice on the Go Inc.

Peter Baldwin

ing a data plan? SMS Email is a

bare-bones app that lets you send This app allows you to listen to email

instead of reading it, and send email by
using your voice. This can be particu-
larly useful if you are driving and have
a headset and microphone. Simply
listen to your emails and reply to any

. . / T-Mobile
The setup is simple: you just se- B Abssos A 4 ofthemyou ga@ERA WS 1m
. Ph :
lect from 20 carrier plans or a [ e i choose by "
) . 500 i i ice ke
custom setup. One nice feature is 1ssuing voice
. F
the autocomplete when entering ot commands.
{email}#{subject#{body} EJ . E
a name; you can also select from
your address book. B= A
'
(%) e
—
81
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Best App for Free Telephony

Skype

Free

Version: 1.0.0.5

Skype, Ltd.

If you find yourself connected to a wireless
router and want to make a call to someone
overseas, why not do it with Skype? It’s free,
it’s reliable, and it’s good quality. You can call
anyone who has a Skype account for free,
and you can pay to call people who are on a
landline or cell phone. You may wonder why
youd use Skype on a phone at all. Suppose
you're making an international call. Or per-
haps you're traveling with Wi-Fi but no cel-
lular signal. In either case, fire up Skype and
you'll be all set to make calls for free or
cheap.

CONTACT MANAGEMENT: Skype's con-
tact management feature lets you quickly dial
and contact your friends on Skype. Justasin
the desktop version, this app shows you who is
online at any time. From the menu screen, you
can also set your status to busy, in a meeting,
or whatever you choose if you prefer not to be
bothered.

DERLARE Kfe mm|

=) Contacts @

4 C) Ray

w4 echo12
4 gandalfa5

4 Joe Fernand

G O ©

Change status  Add contact  Edit my Profile

m ® 0O

Settings Shype Credn More

CALL OR CHAT?: Should you all or send a
message? You can do both. Send a quick
message to a contact who is online, and ask if
they have time for a call. Just click on the
person’s name and you will be prompted to
(all, Chat, Show Profile, Remove, or Block. If
you decide to dial someone on their phone,
this app will use Google Voice to complete your
all.

HERLARAE DG 7.08em

Joe Fernand

e .

Skype Name:
Status
Contacts




Best App to Consolidate Your Phones

\

Google Voice

Free

Version: 0.3.0

Google, Inc.

Google Voice (invitation only at the time
of this writing) gives you a single phone
number that rings all your phones, saves
your voicemail online, and transcribes
your voicemail to text. Other features
include listening in on messages while
they are being left, recording calls, mak-
ing low-cost international calls, record-
ing custom greetings for your favorite
callers, and blocking annoying callers by
marking them as spam. These options
have always been available via the web
client, but this app finally brings the full
feature set to your Android phone.

DIAL OUT: Google Voice has always been able
to connect your phone through the web client (it
rings both your phone and the person you'e
@lling), but the Android app actually lets you dial
out from your Google Voice number on your
handset. This makes your Google Voice number
show up on caller 1D and gives you amazing rates
forlong-distance calls. For example, | could call
my friend in Australia for $.03 per minute.

(e

()

oogle Voice

BE @ sapm |

VISUALIZE YOUR VOICEMAIL: When you
@n't answer, specify whether you want your
reqular voicemail to pick up on one of your phones,
or let Google Voice take over to give you a record-
ing and a text transcription. Transcription isn't
perfect (see the fourth message), but it's good
enough to give you the drift of the message. Your
inbox also contains any SMS messages sent to your
Google Voice number which is handy for seeing all
of your voice and text messages at a glance.

Bos HE @ s1apm |

® Inbox (0/9)

O Hi Bran, it ing. |
+1-978- 11/5/09

o Hey Brian, Is calling you back
+1-804- 10/24/09

Hey Brian, this Is 1 want to call
Q you at some other news Is that we
needed 10 make you aware of, which

Michael Milton
hey brian this IS michael bulit-in

Q wanted to talk about your emall today
which | appreciate It and | was gonna

INens

+1-978- 2) 42009
Looks pretty good. Now | have 398

Qi

No more items in this view.




Call Analysis

Best App for Analyzing Your Calls

@ HONORABLE MENTION

Faves
Free / $1 99 Full version
Version: 2.1
EyeOnWeb

Sha Bl @ 1seem
e

Faves is similar to Phonalyzr, but has fewer
Phonalyzr ‘
Free
Version: 1.2
Martin Drashkov

charts and visual elements. It displays your
call logs in a nice table that is sortable and

searchable. When you dive into a log for a
Phonalyzr displays your call log and particular contact, you have the option to

SMS log information in a variety of get Contact Information, Call Log, Trends,

range and view your his-
tory. I find it interesting

v to look at the top Callers
\‘ by Calls chart, so I can

. see who I am talking with
the most.

Q groupings and graphs. This is a handy or Clear Data. The Trends option allows

3 way to keep track of your plan’s min- you todv1e\'/v'a SO04L DG 255m
3 utes if you're not concerned about go- chart detailing A Youb :
c Y 8 . J7] ovem oerieats

= ing over your limit. You can your log history a2

0 also set your billing date with basic stuff i

g. like the caller,

>

including Time,
In Calls, and Out
Calls.




Best Phone Silencing App

Shut the (Phone) Up

$099

Version: 2.0.1

DroidRepair

Have you ever forgotten to turn off your
phone, and then been mortified when it
began to ring at the worst possible time?
It’s happened to the best of us. With the
STFU app, just lay your phone face-
down and it won’t make a sound. You
can also program the phone to either
vibrate or become completely silent
when it is placed in a horizontal posi-
tion or at an angle. If you select the large
angle, you can drop your phone in your
bag at about a 90 degree angle and get it
to turn off.

SIMPLE OPTIONS: You can set STFU
to activate at three main angles (no
angle, slight angle, large angle), and

choose on

e of the two modes (vibrate

and silent). That's all there is to it!

S04
B

TRE® aa8pm

SHEU

st the (Phong) Up

@ HONORABLE MENTION

Ringtone y
Scheduler &
Free ’
Version: v2.61 /
Fan Zhang

Tired of being woken up by a wrong
number on a Sunday morning? The
Ringtone Schedule app lets you con-
trol whether you want ringtones or
silence according to the time and
the days of the week. Just set your
rules and

SONHA HHGwmw
. e Shadeer

enjoy your
quiet time.
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Best App for Using Bluetooth

Bluetooth File Transfer

Free

Version: 2.40

Medieval Software

Another way for you to communicate is
with Bluetooth, which allows you to con-
nect to hands-free devices or share files
between computers. With this app, you
can use Bluetooth file transfer methods
such as OBEX to exchange files with a
computer or device that you have paired
with. In addition to sharing files with de-
vices with Bluetooth, this app excels at
sharing contact information from your
address book.

LOCAL BROWSING: The Bluetooth File Trans-
fer lets you browse your local files and dlick the
ones you want to send to another device. You can

also share folders and directories; highlighting
the top-level folder will transfer all the files
within.

S04

g

B EN@ 709pm

]
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REMEMBER YOUR CONNECTIONS: It’s
easy to access the main navigation to your
desktop through the Bookmarks, Recent, or
Found menu items. The app remembers all your
connections, so after you've connected to your
computer the first time, it's a snap to do it again.

e L = S

About
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Social Networks
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Best App for Social Communication

st

AnyPost

Free
Version: 1.12
skAmped, Ltd.

If you are like most people, you have
accounts on several social networks
such as Facebook, Twitter, MySpace,
LinkedIn, FriendFeed, Plaxo, Plurk, and
others. In fact, you may already use
Ping.fm to update your status on all of
them from one place. You can do the
same thing from your phone using the
AnyPost app, which uses the Ping.fm
APIs to update all your social networks
with one post. You can also post pic-
tures from this app, and include your
GPS location in your posting.

EFFECTIVE TIME-SAVER: If you consistently
update your social netwaork sites, you will love this
app. All you need is a Ping.fm account, and then
you can use this app to post your message to all
the accounts you've configured with Ping.fm. The
app has a very simple interface that lets you get
your post out quickly.

S08a4 8 F @ 12:.00pm

Dashbowrd

Ping My: | Default w
79 characters

updating all social nets in one
post. its a beautiful day http://
twt.fm/315076

€)@

POST AWAY: AnyPost offers nine major net-
works that you can post to. You can highlight one
or all of your networks, and you can have a map
link sent with your post with a simple click in your
settings. You can also limit the size of your photo
attachments so your post uploads quickly.

S0HA BEI® 11:52am

@ Select post method.

Facebook

FriendFeed

Linkedin

Plaxo Pulse

Twitter
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HelloTXTroid

Free

Version: 1.5

Buongiorno

The HelloTXTroid app makes it easy to
keep in touch with your friends on differ-
ent social networks that are fed from
hellotxt.com. Much like AnyPost, this app
lets you update all your accounts from
one place, although you do need to first
set up and configure your account from
the Web. It’s simple to set up, easy to run,
and powerful enough to make things go
lightning-fast once you are up and run-
ning. HelloTXTroid is not quite as full-
featured as AnyPost, but it’s still an excel-

lent all-in-one social network posting app.

SIMPLE STEPS: Once you set up your account
and configure your settings, you'e good to go.
(lick the upper-left tab to write your post, dlick
the camera icon to take a picture (or include one
from your SD card), and then dlick Update. It's as
easy as one, two, three.

SEE YOUR TIMELINE: HelloTXTroid can bring
back all the messages found on your sodal
networks and display them in chronological
order. To see your messages, click on the upper-
right tab and your messages will be displayed in
alist. Clicking a message allows you to read it in
a pop-up window, but you can't reply to or
forward it.

&b |

HelloTxT
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Best Facebook App

Facebook for Android

Free
Version: 1.1.2
Facebook

This app makes it easy to stay in touch
with your Facebook friends, post status
updates, adjust user settings, and most
everything else you want to do with Face-
book. Set the refresh interval to conserve
your battery, and choose how you want to
be notified of new Messages, Pokes, Re-
quests, Events, and Invites. One nice fea-
ture is that if you click and hold on a mes-
sage, you are prompted to choose Com-
ment or Like, View Profile, or view any
URLs in the message.

CLEAN INTERFACE: When you fire up this

app, you're presented with six options; click on DIVE IN: This app will take you deep into your
one and you'll get the latest news flom thatarea  Facebook account. Some of the activities will
of your Facebook account. | actually like thisapp ~ take place inside this app, whereas others will
better than the web version of Facebook—it’s redirect you to the mobile web version of Face-

cleaner and not so cluttered with ads. lalso love  book. The quick ability to comment or give a
the news feed because | have fewer friends on
Facebook than I do onTwitter, so | can see the
posts from my Facebook friends better because
there is less noise.

thumbs up (“like") is really nice if you like to stay
active with your friends. If you click on a photo,
you will be taken to the image and others that
are in that Facebook library.

Sad H N @ 454 SaAa8 H N @ s:3spm
T "Reill
News feed Friends @ im O'Rel y
[ [__ @ Comment or Like
— View profile
Photos Take photo
- http://bit.ly/701wan
{2' =l
e X
Profile Notifications
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BFF Photo-Facebook
Upload

Free

Version: 1.91

Carmen Delessio

This simple but powerful app is great if you
enjoy sharing and viewing photos on Face-
book. It’s easy to view all your friends” photos
on your phone, and your own photos as well.
In addition, you can shoot and upload both
photos and videos directly from your phone.
When viewing a photo, it’s easy to Save to
Gallery, which will save the file locally on your
SD card. If you like posting your photos on
Facebook and exploring all your friends’ pho-
tos, this is a worthy app to install on your
phone.

SINGLE PURPOSE: This app doesn't try to
do too much—the developers have stuck to
the central idea of uploading and viewing
photos or videos, and the app does this very
well. You can also add simple tags to your
uploads and can save locally, but that's about
it. No fancy editing tools here.

ﬂ USB connected
FJ DONATE 590 - RED CROSS NAITT RELITF

BFF Photo

TAP THROUGH: In addition to using the
the Back/Next arrows, you can also simply
tap the screen to advance to the next photo
in the album. If you tap the screen outside
the photo, the app brings up any captions
that may be associated with the photo.

S40

Photos

<l =
sack i wew fibest android apps|

HE@ s02pm

Save to Gallery
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Best App for News Feeds

FeedR News Reader

Free demo/$0.99

Version: 1.0.3

Weekend Coders, LLC

What'’s not to love about an app that
allows you to find feeds and news you
want to load on your phone without
having to type a bunch of URLs? The
Feed Search is powered by Google, and
is an awesome way to discover the news
sources you want. And once you find
your sources, you can create shortcuts
so you have one-touch access to your
feeds. You can fine-tune your feeds by
loading them through Google, which
will help clean up oddly formatted
feeds. It’s an excellent way to get all your

news on the go.

MIX AND MATCH: | typically read tech-related
feeds, but | also love baseball, football, and
basketball. With this app you can combine all
your varied interests into one place and view your
personalized news. To add more feeds, simply
click the Add tab and search for what you want.
The search uses Google to find the most appropri-
ate RSS feeds and returns a list of results.

Sida

H @ o:s9pm |

@ answers.oreilly.com - TweetMeme
(10/10)

@ O'Reilly Radar - Insight, analysis,
and research about emerging te

@ AndroidTapp.com: App Reviews

Slashdot (15/15)
@ Gizmodo Android (19/19)
m
O Q O
Add Search Update feeds
M & 0
Settings Help More

OPTIONS AND MORE: This app gives you
tons of options, so you can customize it to bring
back exactly what you want. You can control how
frequently you poll for feeds, so if you want to
save your battery, choose a longer interval, like
every 24 hours. You can also back up and restore
your feed lists, which is handy if you want to share
your list. Just find the .opm/ file on the SD card.

SiAl BHG 01sem|

®

-

Display & presentation

Automatic updates

Notifications

Message store

Backup / Restore
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MANAGE FEEDS: If you click Menu,
DOWNLOAD EVERYTHING:This app choose More, and then select Manage Feeds,
does a nice job of downloading everything ~ you will be able to set download preferences

NewsRob from the article, including images, links, for a particular feed. The options are Headers

Free / €3 99 Pro version videos, and so on. This is particulariy nice if Only, Feed Content, Feed + Mobile Web

Version: 3.5.0 you want to save a picture. NewsRob letsyou  Page, and Feed -+ Web Page. You can also set

Muariano Kesp star items s0 you can quickly find them later. a notification for this feed to alert you when
You can also share a link to an item. new articles come in.

NewsRob is a solid newsreader that syncs with

Google Reader to bring you the news feeds | ?‘?‘@ “gfl BE@worn QONHEA HH® soorm \

you have selected. You can set it to return Seamless ice spheres e

from 50 to 1,000 of the most recent articles. —_—— o lall ket

One nice feature is that you can mark your Jandroid developers biog (D)
lgoogic analytics blog &D

'hello android m
10

news items as either read or unread, and un-
like with other readers, the next time you sync
to get more articles, NewsRob downloads only
the unread articles and deletes the read arti-

Institute for advanced
analytics | north carolina

B °

I don’t want to read, I just mark them all as
I don' ead, I v W @ = P
read” so they disappear from my feed on the aiark Unread | Add Star L Adirk AR Rosd 1408 Posd Artsces

next sync. C.l C.t @ ’i' I @

Share Link  Share in Reader More Settings Mo e 93

cles from your phone to make room for more.
In fact, when I come across a group of articles







Best Lifestyle Apps

Your Android phone is more than just a powerful tool to keep your business life

running—it’s a touchstone for your hobbies and passions. Like a good friend
who knows you well, your phone can serve as a lifestyle advisor. Moreover, you
can tailor it to give you direction for the areas of your life that matter most.

In this chapter, you'll find apps that help you live the life you want, fulfilling
your personal resolutions and making your phone adapt to your environ-
ment, outlook, and lifestyle. First, get in shape with apps for training, exer-
cising, and just keeping fit. Then, find out the most convenient and inex-
pensive way to book your travel and record the details of your trip for
yourself and your friends. Make sure the weather is appropriate for that
vacation, and learn where to shop more ethically, efficiently, and af-
fordably while you're away.

Of course you live most of your life at home, so you need apps for enter-
taining, from cocktail recipes and food dishes to organizing your
wardrobe. Find stuff you need, from a new home or apartment to

your lost car or phone, or even a bathroom when you really have to

go. You can even turn your phone into a metal detector to find that

lost paperclip on your desk. Finally, you'll find the best ways to or-
ganize all this stuff and actually get it done. After installing the

apps in this chapter and taking them through their paces, your

phone will know more about you than most of your closest friends.

Ask it the right questions and it will likely offer you better recommenda-
tions to suit your lifestyle than your pals have ever known.
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Best App for Running

My Tracks

Free

Version: 1.08

Google

Hardcore runners no longer need to
shell out hundreds of dollars for an ex-
pensive GPS watch. If you have a GPS-
enabled Android phone, you can get
most of the same features for free with
Google’s My Tracks. My Tracks records
and displays your distance, duration,
elevation, pace, and other information
in real time while you run (or ride, or
hike). Even better, it integrates with
Google Docs and Google Maps to re-
cord all of your running data so you can
show off to your friends.

RUNNING IN THE BACKGROUND: My
Tracks records your distance, speed, elevation, and
even your latitude/longitude while you run, and
displays the data on an easy-to-read interface.
After the run, choose“Send to Google ..."to import
your stats into a spreadsheet on Google Docs. Each
run gets its own row with these details and more,
allowing all sorts of data wrangling and number
crunching for the most neurotic of runners.

= JlED 11:02

MY MAPS: When you choose”Send to Google..."
you also have the option to upload your route
information to Google’s My Maps. Each run gets its
own map, linked to a field in the Google Docs
spreadsheet. The map also provides thumbtack
markers for points along the route (added by you
or somewhat arbitrarily by default) and a sum-
mary of the stats associated with the route on
Google Docs.
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Buddy Runner

Free
Version: 1.5.0
Cooloud

Like My Tracks, Buddy Runner tracks
your distance, duration, and pace while
you run, and also records elevation,
route, distance, and other stats to review
later, either on your phone or uploaded
to your personal dashboard at
buddyrunner.com. Buddy Runner even
records calories burned and one piece of
important training data My Tracks
doesn’t: mile splits, which is much more
useful than a final average pace. Still,
Buddy Runner doesn’t give you the
data-crunching possibilities offered by
My Tracks through Google Docs.

PACE ME: Record your speed, duration, calories
burned, and distance as you run. After uploading
your stats to your personal dashboard on the
Buddy Runner website, you'll get even more
details and ways to view your data, including
your average speed, pace splits for miles, and an
elevation map. You can even integrate directly
with Twitter and Facebook to automatically share
your run details as soon as they're uploaded.

B @ 110em

FNYES

Buddy Runner

Workout Map History

Date: 2010-01-10

Time: 08:30
Duration: 1:57'08"

Distance: 14.01 mile

Pace: 821" min/mi

Calories: 1748 kcal

Status: Upload

ON THE MAP: Buddy Runner plots your route
with a high level of accuracy using Google Maps.
When you upload your workout, the map displays
on the same page with your other stats, providing
a single at-a-glance view into just about every-
thing you'd consider tracking for a particular run.




Best Fithess App

CardioTrainer

Free / $2 99 Full version
Version: 2.0.0
WorkSmart Labs, Inc.

CardioTrainer goes beyond just run-
ning—it’s your virtual training partner
for cycling, hiking, skiing, and pretty
much any other outdoor activity you
care to record. Your GPS gives Cardio-
Trainer your real-time position, live
details on your workout, and a map of
your route, all of which you can push to
the CardioTrainer servers to access on-
line. Social exercisers can share training
goals and progress through Facebook
integration, providing powerful extrin-
sic motivation.

TAKE A HIKE: Hiking is just one of many preset
workout types you can choose when you start
recording your exercise (there’s also skating,
rollerblading, snowboarding, team sports, walk-
ing, horseback riding, and more). Cardiolrainer
tracks your steps, distance, elevation climb, speed,
calories burned, and location, and displays your
stats in real time.

DON'T GET LOST: The map displays your route,
distance, steps, and workout duration. It also
shows your elevation in graphical (rather than
numeric) format. Zoom in for closer detail, or view
your entire route by scaling back. Of course, loca-
tion awareness requires a strong GPS or 3G signal,
50 keep that in mind for those hikes in the middle
of nowhere.

¢ > % F aED103s| ¢ N £ ED 10:34
’ |
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Distance W Ghb » ?
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Speed 762 =
i 12 = sep
Calories 0 one =y
Exercise ow
Noe Hiking ;x::
Latnude Longrude Antitude -, -
- = ’ bty

Use power
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SportyPal

Version: 1.6.1
CreationPal

SportyPal also logs more exercises than
just running, but it comes with fewer
built-in workout types than Cardio-
Trainer, relegating activities other than
running, walking, cycling, and roller-
blading to a catchall “Free Style” cate-
gory. Also, unlike CardioTrainer, it
doesn’t work as a pedometer (step
counter), though most of its other func-
tionality is the same and displayed in a
slightly prettier interface.

WORKING OUT: Choose from a variety of
workouts before starting to sweat, and SportyPal
will keep a record of your workout history for each
activity. Starting a workout is as easy as selecting
the workout type and pressing Start. You'll imme-
diately see the clock start ticking away, which
means it’s time to get a move on.

AllE
}U New Workout

BRI @ 11:49am |

Cycling

GEEK MY RIDE: Chart your bike ride (or run,
walk, skate, or whatever) in real time. But please,
don't start analyzing your stats when you're pedal-
ing along at top speed. You'll have plenty of time
to pore over the details when they're sent online,
but if you need an immediate update, pull over.
This app can definitely turn into a dangerous
distraction on the road without some basic safety
precautions.

Har@

Total Time:

00:10:00:6

2.18m

Speed: 0.00 mph
ag spees: 13213 mph
catores: 100,03 kcal

Distance:




Travel

Best Travel-Booking App

CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE: Kayak's main

screen lets you tailor your search to find exactly TAKE FLIGHT: The Flight screen allows you to
what you'e looking for, whether it picking a narmow down your options to find the perfect
flight, reserving a hotel, renting a car, checking match for your trip. Choose your origin and desti-
your flight status, or getting information on flight  nation, the dates you're planning to travel, and

trends. (Click the Buzz icon for best fares and your cabin preference (Economy, Business, or First
Kaya k average fare details between spedific locations (lass). You can also spedify a one-way trip or a
Free over a certain time frame.) nonstop flight.

Version: 0.3.12

Kayak ¥ - JlED 10:47 | ¥ = .l D 10:47 |

Kayak.com is one of the largest travel

search sites, and this app brings its loamt E oo fg;;c:‘n, i
flight, hotel, car rental, and other trip x International
searches to your Android phone in a Flight Hotel Car (BOS)
clean, easy-to-navigate interface. Like To W
E the website it integrates with, the Kayak — () 1A CA-San
® app sifts through the data from hun- X T Frandisco (5FQ)
<: dreds of different travel sites, allowing Buzz Fiight Status  Aurlines Departing . 1-12-2010
m

you to compare options, prices, and Rewming  [J1-18-2010

pight Cabin (RS

whether it’s at the airline site, the hotel, Alert Trips Deal Passenger ? traveted
a car rental company, or a travel agent.

more before sending you off to book
your trip in whatever manner you want,

OneWay [ Non Stop

D!
d




Best App for Plotting Your Travels

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS: Put yourself on

the map with a brief note, photo, or dictation. MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS: View the map of
Checkin to let everyone know where youare, and  the location surrounding your footprint and search
in the future you can look back on your own for people who have also recently checked in. This

historical timeline. You have the optionto setthe  can be a great way to get to know people with
footprint to private, but wouldn't it be more funto  similar interests who live right down the street

8Foot pri nts announce your footprint with Twitter and let fom you but whom you've never met. Follow in
Free viewers send you a friendly SMS message? their footprints and introduce yourselfl

Version: 1.6.6.1

Apofa, Inc. g N E aED1259| ¢ Sl R

8Footprints

Leave your mark on the map of the
Check in your footprint or it

places you visit by plotting events, spe- the current locatior

cial occasions, and memories in the lo- ; -
. . In the office
cations where they happen. With 8Foot- _

prints, you can save a “footprint”—a

Mo Comp
ot Wamaeny |
Cotame

Allow Viewer to SMS you

picture, note, or personal audio re-

cord—to a public map (you can also set o3
the footprint as private). The service also Uit C
- 5 n Audio Recorder

records environmental data, so you’ll Cresmsior
have a record of exactly how cold and o
rainy it was for that outdoor wedding in e
Seattle you planned so carefully.

e
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Best App for Living Green

Find Green

Free

Version: 1.0

3rdWhale Media Inc.

Living green isn't always easy, at least
without a little help. Sure, you can buy
local produce at the farmers’ market and
ride your bike to work, but what about
all the other stuff you need? How green
is the retail store down the street, and
could you find a more responsible alter-
native? Find Green is here to help with
everyday decisions like these, enabling
you to reduce your environmental im-
pact by easily identifying green and sus-
tainable businesses.

GREENER PASTURES: Drill down to find the
greenest of businesses for just about any category,
within walking distance or a short drive or bike
ride away. The subcategory changes based on the
parent category, providing plenty of options. Find
Green uses your location to determine the closest
matches and returns them as a list or as pushpins
onamap.

IT'S NOT EASY BEING GREEN: Finding green
businesses is a challenging task, so much so that
you might be forgiven if you've thrown up your
hands in defeat just thinking about it. Until now.
You probably never knew there was an environ-
mentally friendly cabinet maker just a short drive
away, but now you do, and you can get directions,
visit the company’s website, or give them a call
with just one tap on your phone.

£ JED 12:03

¢ EAED 1201 ¢ @
category subxategory distance I
EoTiavel | pooncsed ’ e AQ.
Food Buiding
8
Reta Cleaners -
Welay | Gonoeg Deiving

Transportation Courier
Services Education

energy

your latitude and longitude:
42.62536, -71 432405

Ornerams
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e —

Services - Building

B Clever Green Cabinets

We are one of the few local cabinetry
companies dedicated to being
environmentally friendly. Our focus on high
quality craftsmanship, and a passion for
Improving the products we use everyday,
make the best cabinetry available on the
market today. It would be my pleasure to
review your project and see how Clever
Green Cabinets could best suit your needs

Address 738 Main 5t , Waitham
Phone 508-963-6776




Best Pet Care App

HERE COME THE GROOMERS: If Fido rolls
around in the muck when you visit the family
farm, where are you going to take your pooch to
get cleaned up professionally? A quick search
reveals there are more groomers in the area than
you realized, faster and more efficiently than
sifting through Google results or (gasp!) flipping
through the Yellow Pages.

Pet Care Services

Free
Version: 1.2

Michael Quach ¢ o f il 12:17 '
Your pet is an important member of your

Dee's Purr-Fect Pet Spa
69 Broadway Westford
159m

family, so of course you take him with

you on vacation, right? But when you’re
Four Paws Salon

198 Main Street Westford
36mi

away from home, you're also removed

from your trusted pet care services.
Priceless Pet Care

125 Old Westford Road Chelmsford
I mi

Whether your dog needs a shampoo,

sitter, walker, dog park, day care, trainer,
Best Friends Pet Resort & Salon
394 Middiesex Road Tyngsboro

certain brand of dog food that’s the only 5 mi

emergency veterinary care, or just that
thing he'll eat, Pet Care Services puts you Countryside Veterinary Hospital
B . . 289 Lintleton Road Chelmsford

in touch with the closest providers. 5 mi

K-Nine Comforts Inc

loads for your ME200

mm

PET PROJECTS: Select a provider from the list
f0 see exactly where they're located. Send yourself
an email or text message with the address, or just
give them a call by pressing the phone icon on
your screen.

§ o £ ED 1218
Dee's Purr-Fect Pet Spa

Dee's Purr-Fect Pet Spa
69 Broadway Westford
378) 392-5850
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Best Shopping App

My

ShopSavvy

Free

Version: 3.6.0

Bigin Japan, Inc.

So you're standing in the tissue aisle at
the local market, wondering why
Kleenex is so expensive today. Is it a new
product that people really love? Or
could it just be labeled incorrectly?
Maybe it’s cheaper at the grocery store
down the street? Before you head to the
checkout line, scan its barcode with
ShopSavvy for immediate answers to
these questions. You'll get comparisons,
reviews, and prices at other local or on-
line stores, so you can be sure to get the
best deal on that Kleenex.

BUY WHERE YOU SHOP: You find the book
you want in a major chain bookstore, but would
really prefer to spend your money at your beloved
independent shop. The first thing you need to
know is whether the mom and pop store has the
book in stock, and then you can decide if buying
from them is worth it to you. ShopSavvy tells you
the prices at the local competition and finds you

the best deals online.

B ¢

= Lst

£ ED 3:50

€7 Barnes & Noble $10.79

8.9 mi

10 mi

11.3 mi

12.6 mi

17.6 mi

-

»

Map

THE REVIEWS ARE IN: (an't make a decision
on whether to buy that book youTe holding at the
bookstore? Why not find out what other people
thought about it? ShopSavvy provides on-the-
spot customer reviews in a clean format, without
making you type the title into a search box and sift
through other product information on your small
screen.

B ¢ & KD 351

® Reviews

d, brief Iphone App book

vides Focus For iPhone Newbles




Best Rewards Card App

Key Ring
Reward Cards

Free

Version: 1.3.5

Froogloid, LLC

Is your key ring or wallet overflowing
with all the rewards cards (also known
as affinity cards) you've collected from
the supermarket, hotel, drugstore,

hardware store, frequent flyer programs,

bookstore, rental car company, and
other stores or service providers? Or-
ganize them all in one place with Key

Ring Reward Cards. With all your bar-
codes on your phone, you’ll never need

to carry another card again.

ONE KEY RING TO RULE THEM ALL: Just
start scanning your barcodes and loading them
up on your Key Ring. If your card is so old or beat
up that your phone can't read the barcode, don't
waorry. Just select the retailer from the huge list of
options and enter the number on the barcode
manually.

o £l 2:30
Key Ring

. Ace Rewards

CVSs CVS ExtraCare

Shaw's Supermarket

SWIPE THIS: When the person at the checkout
asks for your rewards card, select the retailer from
your Key Ring list, hand over the phone, and tell
the cashier to swipe your screen. The virtual card
might get you a raised eyebrow, but it'll work just
as well as the physical card that used to take up
space in your wallet.

¢ @ & il B 2:36

_Shaw's
" Supermarket
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Best App for Food Recipes

Favorite Recipes

Free
Version: 2.2.0
Favorite Android

How many cookbooks can you fit in
your kitchen? How about in your
pocket? With Favorite Recipes on your
phone, you can search thousands of
recipes by ingredient, keyword, or cate-
gory without ever having to flip through
a book or prop open pages. Whether
you're rediscovering your traditional
favorites or seeking out something new,
you’ll find something for every occasion
and palate with this simple and easy-to-
use interface.

HUNT AND GATHER: Each search retums 50
random results for the term or phrase you enter.
Whether you have a unique ingredient in your
fridge that you want to work into a dish or you
know exactly what you want to make, you should
find the recipe you're looking for. Keep in mind
that you'll be drawing from a huge database of
recipes, so for best results, be as specific as possi-
ble with your request.

NOW WE'RE COOKING: Favorite Recipes
doesn't provide pictures, but the ingredients list
and detailed instructions should give you a pretty
good idea of what to expect. Just make sure your
fingers are clean and dry before you scroll down to
continue reading; there's nothing like olive oil on
your screen to frustrate your cooking experience.

By = @237 B ¢w = i D 2:36
(A Setareh L ST
[l:i.n:zrc ]U N‘m

UineUp - The Coolest Game Evert!!

Aty ArMe

Directions

i LineUp - The Coolest Game Ever'!!

Ads by ATV




Best App for Cocktail Recipes

10001 Cocktails

Free

Version: 4.1

Red Droid Software

This pocket bartender will be your secret
weapon for your next cocktail party.
Your guest wants a Clam Digger? An-
other wants a Pedro Collins? Someone
else just wants something fancy with
tequila? No problem. Play it cool and
give your guests exactly what they want.
You can browse preloaded recipes or
search the website by alcohol category,
ingredient, or drink name. You may for-
get names, but you’ll never forget an-
other drink.

PICK YOUR POISON: Search an alphabetical
list of drinks, browse by drink type, search for
ingredients or drink names, and save your favor-
ites for future reference. You even get a lame
random pickup line on the home screen, though
you'e sure to have better results with the recipes.

"{ 30°
10001 Cocktalls

10001
Cocktails

= . B 2:20

Hi, there good looking, whacha drinkin?

’1 UineUp - The Coolest Game Ever!™
(ol .

SHAKEN, NOT STIRRED: (ocktail recipes are
stripped down to their essence with basic ingredi-
ents, to-the-point instructions for mixing, and
user ratings. Of course, use your own judgment
and taste when creating your masterpiece, and be
willing to accommodate special requests. Still, do
you really think James Bond could tell the differ-
ence between shaken and stirred?

-i; 30°
10001 Cocktalls

! 10001
Cocktails

Martini

= o B 223

Ingredients

Instructions




Real Estate

Best Real Estate App

< ’
24 LITTLE BOXES: Your search retums all the
h HOUSE SEARCH: What’s your price range? homes matching your criteria; if your choices are
Narrow your search to include only homes you can  broad, this could be an awfully long list. Press Back
afford, specify how many bedrooms and bath- to narrow your search, or choose a house based on
. rooms you need, and limit your results toapar- -~ the summary info (address, price, square footage,

Rea I E state D ro |d ticular city or surrounding neighborhoods (based  a thumbnail photo, and number of bedrooms and

Free on distance from your first choice). bathrooms) for more photos and details.

Version: 2.0.7

Awesome Android Apps ¢ = A ED8S3| ¢ w0 = JlED 8:54 |

Interest Rates As low As 2 Percent
Keep Mome §77-485-1237 Act Now!

If you're in the market for a new home, aty State MA
give this app a spin before you consult a
real estate agent. You can search for
homes in your price range and desired
location, estimate home values with
Zillow, and get neighborhood informa-
tion from Trulia, Walkscore, and Ren-
tometer, based on your location. When
you think you’re ready to buy, crunch

=
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the numbers with the built-in mortgage
quotes and loan calculator. Your dream
home might be just a few clicks away.




Best Mortgage Calculator
Mortgage

Calculator
Free / $.99 Pro version
Version: 4.2.0 ADD IT UP: Advanced mode lets you include
SivaG the property value, down payment, insurance

options, taxes, and other expenses in your
calculation. If you're just looking for a quick
ballpark estimate, use the default mode,
which calculates monthly payment based on
loan amount, term (in years), and interest rate.

b S = il KD 9:06
You've found your dream home and Mortgage Calculator :: Advanced

know how much you can afford.
You've talked to a lender and have a
good idea of what you’ll be able to get <

for an interest rate. Pull out Mortgage "‘:?
Calculator on the spot to see exactly mount.
what you're looking at. Though Real Loan Term:

Estate Droid offers a built-in mortgage
calculator, this dedicated app is

HOME SWEET HOME: Could this be the one?

(et more information and pictures with one click,
or add the home to your watch list for comparison
[ater. Use this app to organize your house-hunting
tour.

packed with advanced features, in-
cluding amortization. The Pro version
includes fine-grained payment options
and a refinance calculator.
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Best App for Apartment Hunting

Apartments

Free

Version: 2.1

David Quinlan

Need new digs but not ready to buy?
Use this app to tap into the thousands
of available rentals listed at
ApartmentGuide.com, with the extra
features only a mobile app can provide.
Take it along on your hunt and use the
GPS feature to find apartments near
you. Collect properties in your favorites
to compare later on. When you're ready
to set up an appointment to view, select
a property and call or email the rental
office with one touch.

PADS IN YOUR HOOD: Search by location,
either based on your current GPS fix or a zip code
you've specified, and you'll get a complete list of
available properties in the area. When available,
each entry includes a thumbnail photo, address,

ROOM WITH A VIEW: The Property Details
screen provides a description of the unit; pricing
information; square footage; number of bedrooms;
features of the building, community, or apartment;
and any pet policy. Ifthe building has more than
one apartment available, the floor plan and price
are provided for each unit. You can also conven-
iently check availability or call the rental office

priding, and number of bedrooms. directly from this screen.
k S = @17 ¢ = D 1118
‘ Search Results Property Details

Walden Park Apartments

205 Walden Street
Cambridge. MA 02140
Price: 5155052221
Bec 02

808 Memorial Drive

508 Memoral
Cambrydge. MA 02139

Price: From $1475
Bed 12

Parkside Place

700 v on Averne
Cambridge, MA 02138

MENL

808 Memorial Drive

508 Memorul
Cambridge. MA 02139

3 Price: From $147%
Bed 12

v

Description [+]

Pricing & Info
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Best Fashion Organizing App

MyCloset

Free

Version: 1.1.0

Mamoru Tokashiki

If you can never decide what to wear or
find yourself forgetting about that
sweater in the back of the closet that
doesn’t go with anything, it’s time to
organize your closet. But instead of go-
ing out and buying space savers, shoe
racks, and extra hangers, use MyCloset
to manage information about your
clothes virtually. Catalog your entire
wardrobe, select an outfit without dig-
ging through racks of clothes, and re-
cord your daily outfits for posterity.

CLOSET ORGANIZER: Take control of your CLOSET COORDINATES: What do you have
wardrobe by organizing all of your fashionitems ~ that goes with that green sleeveless top you want
in MyCloset. Start by either taking a photo of each  to wear today? Open MyCloset to coordinate your
piece, choosing from preloaded items, or import-  whole outfit, matching tops, bottoms, outerwear,
ing information from myclo.com. Give youritema  shoes, accessories, even handbags. The zipper that
name, index it by color, and specify which seasons  you use to scroll down all the categories is a

it's appropriate for. particularly nice touch.

w
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—
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Modify Delete Top Menu
Iltem Name
Green Sleeveless

v




Car Location

Best App for Finding Your Car

WE HAVE OUR HEADING: Turn on the com-

pass on your way back to get pointed in the right
DROP ANCHOR: When you leave your car,drop  direction, or get walking directions for more

your anchor to establish your position. You can precision. Keep in mind, however, that this app
zoom in or out, so you'll be able to find your car requires a GPS fix to determine your location, so if
Ca rrr M a tey whether it's just outside in the parking lot ormiles  you're in an underground parking garage or other
Free away at the hotel you've forgotten the name of. place with no signal, you're out of luck.
Version: 1.5.9
Lionebra Studios ¢ 30 & = JED 1:52 = = a0 KD 1:54
51_." R Tt e S,
Dude, where’s my car? With Carrr Wowe 1, . T i
Matey on your phone, you’ll never have P Ko
Lol J Mancrester

to ask that question again. Mark your
position when you park, and Carrr
Matey will guide you back using a
compass or walking directions. While
you're at it, if you're feeding a meter, go
ahead and set the timer. You'll know
not just how to get back in your car, but

C
o)
wn
—
=
m

also when you need to be there.




Best App for Finding Your Phone

@ PIN ATAIL ON YOUR PHONE: Settingyour ~ PHONE HOME: When you find your phone has
phone up with Pintail is as easy as launching the  gone missing, borrow someone else’s phone (or
app and entering a PIN at the prompt. You can use an online SMS service) and send a text mes-

change your PIN at any time by opening the app sage with the text“locate <PIN>"to your phone.
aqain, so if you've temporarily shared your location  Pintail will find your phone’s position and return a

P N ta | I with friends or family for a specific reason, youcan  text message with an estimate of its location,
Free easily make the PIN private. complete with a link to Google Maps.

Version: 1.0.2

Tom Gibara ¢ 0 = . B 1:36 ¢ = JED 242

Lg
Have you ever lost your phone, or wor-

e

ried that it may have been stolen? Find Locate 1234
out exactly where it is by sending a text Set: 240 M,
message from any other phone. Pintail
k k f h > cer Within 80 meters of
eeps track of your phones position, Westford, MA 01886 http://maps
google com/

and when you send your phone an SMS t-w" Nimd2 623521,.71 46581082%1
message that includes your personal 6

2:41 PM

PIN, Pintail will send back its location.
If you want to share your location with

friends or family, just give them your
PIN number and they can keep tabs on

you without having to call and ask
where you are.




ATM Locations

Best App for Finding an ATM
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Bank & ATM Finder

Free

Version: 1.3

Michael Quach

Short on cash in unfamiliar territory?
Bank & ATM Finder uses your position
to find the closest ATMs and bank
branches, as well as offering search fil-
ters for other places to get cash ad-
vances, cash checks, purchase a money
order, transfer money;, or secure a pay-
day loan. As long as you have your
phone with you (and money in your
checking account), you never need to
worry about being stranded without
cash again.

MAP IT:When you select the bank location you

want to get to, Bank & ATM Finder displays the
GET CASH FAST: Bank & ATM Finder retumsa  address on a map. Choose the up arrow to launch
list of the cash machines closest to you, listedin ~ Google Maps and get driving directions, send
order of proximity and labeled with both the yourselfa text message or email with a link to the
machine’s location and its distance from your map, or give the bank a call by pressing the phone
current position. icon.

¢ = . EB 1:07

Bank of America ATM

¢ 2 = il KD 1:06

Lowell Five Cent Savings Bank
499 Groton Road Westford
16mi

Northern Bank & Trust Co
45 Main Street Westford

3Tmi

Bank of America ATM

60 Brookside Road Westford

2.2 mil

Middlesex Savings Bank
160 Uttleton Rd # 1 Westford

azZmi

Sovereign Bank
160 Unttieton Rd # 14 Westford
42 mi

Left Bank

Bank of America ATM
60 Brookvide Rosd Westford
(800) 432-1000




Best App for Finding a Bathroom

SitOrSquat

Free
Version: 1.2
Densebrain, Inc.

When you gotta go, you gotta go. But if
you've ever tried finding a public
restroom in downtown Boston, for ex-
ample, you know you can end up hold-
ing it a long time without a little help.
This app accesses the 73,000 restrooms,
toilets, and bathrooms around the world
users have registered and rated on the
SitOrSquat.com wiki. Search for the
closest cans to your location, or specify
an address to find the right one for you.

WHEN NATURE CALLS: When the need to
find a bathroom hits, choose My Location to get a
map of the public toilets nearby. If youte planning
a trip where the bathrooms are notoriously hard-
to-find (or if your GPS can't find a signal), you can
search by any address to get the same map.

Q

= Per~ane
4 \@ Voo

srrenage

TOILET DETAILS: Choose a possible restroom
venue to learn more details, including the precise
location of the bathroom in the building, the
proprietor's phone number, and a website if the
business has one. You'll also see user ratings that
rank the toilet as clean (“sit") or dirty (“squat”).
After your experience, you can share your own
reviews at SitOrSquat.com, but you'll have to do it
on the Web—that feature isn't offered in this
version of the mobile app.

¢

Tollet Detalls

= . KB 2:51

bncollege.com
Description:

On the 3rd floor
Tap 10 view comments.




Weather

Best Weather App

WeatherBug

CURRENT CONDITIONS: If you just want to
know the current temperature, look on the left
side of your status bar. Pull down the shade for a
few more details, and select the notification to
launch the full version of WeatherBug, with
complete details of current conditions, including
wind, humidity, dew point, pressure, and more. If
there’s a webcam in the area, you might also get

WEEKLY FORECAST: Press the calendar icon at
the bottom of the screen to get a summary view of
the week ahead in weather. Choose any day to
slide away the rest of the week and get the fore-
cast for that particular day. Press the exclamation
point for storm watches, wind advisories, and
other emergency notifications; when issued, these

Free / $1 99 Elite version to see a picture by pressing the camera icon. will also appear in your status bar.
Version: 2.2.79

WeatherBug Mobile

e N = . D 10:05

» = . @ 10:04

When you want a detailed weather re-
port presented in an attractive interface, Wiy Location

call on WeatherBug. You'll get current

. Weather Conditions Snow
conditions, extended forecasts, maps, G 300y 19, 2000 00ASE AM Showers
— photos, and emergency weather alerts. Temp : e, S5 Mostly
(%’; For $1.99, the Elite version removes the 8 31.9°F » . Wand Chi 32°F Sunny
st W
(%! ads and adds map layers, a location
q . More Observations
— summary screen, a forecast widget, and Dew Point 31°F MU Ty 100% (0.0%/)
(] Ran: 0.0" Sunrse: 21111 AM
a few other features; however, for all but Avg Wind: SOmph  Sunset 4:42:37PM

Pressure 29.967 (0.0°/h)

the most weather obsessed, the free ver- ?

- - . . Forecast
sion provides as much information as

Snow showers. Total snow accumulation

vr‘-“Aﬁ

youd ever want to know.




0 HONORABLE MENTION

The

Weather
Channel

The Weather
Channel

Free
Version: 2.1.9
The Weather Channel

The Weather Channel app draws on data
from Weather.com to offer pretty much
the same features as WeatherBug, in-
cluding current conditions, maps, and
extended forecast. Its forecast goes a
little further by showing 10 days into the
future (WeatherBug shows a week of
forecasts), and finer with an hourly fore-
cast that WeatherBug lacks. But it does
everything with so much less style (rigid
layout, no animated transitions, etc.)
that it makes weather look as boring as
most people think it is.

WEATHER NOW: Putting function before form,
the Weather Channel app provides all the detail
you need for current conditions. The red box with
the exclamation point indicates an emergency
notification (in this case, a winter storm waming);
Just press it to get all the gory details.

¢ 2 = . & 10:07

QB B

¥y

estford, MA (01886)

: ";k 31°F
E-3

Snow
3NF
SSE 1 mph
2%
0 Low
0.30 miles
30°F

The
Weatte
(has—e

DS TED BY AL NOKER
WEEKDAYS AT SAM E87

NEXT 10 DAYS: The Weather Channel’s ex-
tended forecast goes three days further than
WeatherBugSs seven days, but weather forecasts
for more than a week ahead don't tend to be very
accurate anyway.

¢ ~ i D 10:07 |
B O 9

estford, MA (01886)

Hotp’LLum?'ka"‘
Victims in Haiti™™ BV PN




=
D"
wn
—~
=
™

118

b ¥|
Task Tracking

Best App for To-Do Lists

Astrid

Free

Version: 2.10.1

we <3 astrid

A handy to-do list, tracking system, and
source of helpful reminders, Astrid is
like having a completely reliable per-
sonal assistant in your pocket. Boost
your productivity and actually get stuff
done by recording and tagging action
items, giving yourself deadlines, setting
up alerts, and sticking to it. If you al-
ready use the online task-management
service Remember the Milk, you'll be
able to seamlessly sync your to-do lists
with Astrid.

STAY ON TASK: If you're looking for ways to get
things done more effectively, it often helps to give
yourself a deadline when you enter a new task.
Better yet, set a goal for getting it done, set an-
other drop-dead absolute deadline, and specify
reminder alerts for each date. On the Basic screen,
qive your task a name, priority, and tags (such as

—

“work” or“family”).

By £ D 1:20
Astrid: Editing Renew Passport

bsolute Deadline
Sun, 02-21-2010 1:00 PM

oal Deadline

Fri, 02192010

Add Task To Calendar
Hide Until This Date
Sat 016200

Repeat Every

Day(s)

NO Repeat Set

Time Already Spent on Task

CHECK IT OFF YOUR LIST: Your dashboard
allows you to see all of your tasks at a glance (or as
many as possible; if you have a lot you might want
to search by tag). This includes all their associated
deadlines, tags, and priority levels. There's nothing
more satisfying than crossing a completed task off
your list!

8 ¢

Astrid: 4 Tasks

B Book Flight

E D127

. Finish Chapter 4

. Renew Passport



0‘ HONORABLE MENTION
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ActionComplete

Free

Version: 4.1.0

Borys Burnayev

Explicitly inspired by David Allen’s
productivity methodology outlined in
Getting Things Done, ActionComplete
manages your scheduled tasks much
like Astrid. Create an action item, tag it,
assign a priority (or “weight”), set your
due date, and specify your alerts.
Though it offers a few fields unavailable
in Astrid, they feel a little superfluous
when not connected to another system,
and ActionComplete doesn’t sync with
third-party to-do lists.

TAKE ACTION: When you add a new action
item to ActionComplete, you can assign it to
people and a larger project. These options aren't
offered in Astrid, though you could easily specify
this sort of information with tags or notes.

A B @ 1teorm

ActionComplete - Edit Action

Finish Chapter 4

Mike Hendrickson
Cambridge

Send to Brian

r————-

KEEP YOUR PRIORITIES STRAIGHT: By
default, your dashboard displays all the actions
you've assigned, but you can filter your results by
searching for particular tags, people, places,
projects, or due dates.

e B @ 138pm

ActionComplete - Actions

Book Fli »
st 9
:::sh Chapter 4 gy

@) 2] )3 f{?




Phone Settings

Best Dynamic Reconfiguration App

.&- A SETTING FOR EVERY SITUATION: You WE HAVE A SITUATION HERE: For each
- know what you want your phone to do under situation, you can choose multiple conditions and
o different circumstances, so why not tell it to settings. If you use Bluetooth only at work, you
.l. 44 , behave that way? Having your GPS active drains can have it turn on only when you're in the office.
your battery quickly, so you might wantto have it Ifyou're usually busy during the day and need to
turn off when the battery gets below 15%. And ~ work quietly, you can send all personal calls to
LOca Ie you no longer have an excuse for having your voicemail from 9to 5 or whenever you're actually
$999 phone ring during that weekly meeting. in the office.

Version: 0.695 beta

two forty four a.m. LLC ¢ = 8:20 ¢ = KD s21

Locale > Edit Situation

Is your favorite personal ringtone

something youd rather not have your "

officemates hear? Don’t want your . e

phone ringing at all while Lost is on? ’ i

Once you've set conditions like these . Office

based on time, location, or the person 0 Location 2128 Fawcen st

who’s calling, decide what you want to . Meeting
happen when those conditions are met.

Settings
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Just set your preferences once and Lo-
cale will manage them dynamically,
automatically changing your settings

based on your predefined criteria. -

M Network




Best Metal Detector

A QUICK SCAN: Because it does only one
thing and has no extra options, Metal Detector
qets right to work as soon as you launch it, saan-
ning for any metal under the back of your phone.
Move slowly over the area you're scanning and
watch the progress bar as you get closer to finding
what you're looking for.

¢

Metal Detector

Free
Version: 1.2
Kurt Radwanski

¢ = . D 8:40

Metal Detector

This deceptively simple app does just
one thing, but it does that one thing
well, and that one thing is pretty darn
cool. Using your Android phone’s built-
in compass as a magnetometer, Metal
Detector does just what its name sug-
gests. Sure, it doesn’t have a lot of practi-
cal uses beyond finding the keys you
dropped in the sand or the nail head
you just painted over in the wall, but it’s
great for impressing friends at parties.

PRECIOUS METAL: Accuracy varies, but if you
move your phone slowly you're likely to detect
most metals (though not aluminum or other
metals without magnetic attraction). When the
scan hits metal, the status bar goes completely red
and your phone will vibrate. Show it offto a group
of impressionable friends and it'll seem like magic.

? w = . D 8:39

Metal Detector

—
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Birding
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Best App for Bird Watching

iBird Explorer Pro

$29.99
Version: 1.0
Mitch Waite Group

Bird watchers and amateur ornitholo-
gists with Android phones no longer
need to be jealous of their iPhone-
carrying friends, who've already been
using the app that Macworld awarded
Best Reference App of 2009. The An-
droid release of iBird Explorer is the
same interactive field guide to nearly
1,000 birds of North America, featuring
beautiful illustrations, photos, audio
samples of bird calls, and plenty of facts
to satisfy your curiosity about that bird
you just spotted.

FOR THE BIRDS: Search by bird name, habitat,
1ange, shape, size, and more to find the bird you're
trying to identify. Each bird page features a stun-
ning illustration and navigation to leam more
about the species. If you find something close to
the right bird but not quite, you might find what
you're looking for in the Similar category.

HOME ON THE RANGE: Each bird detail page
includes navigation to a range map of the bird’s
natural habitat. Chances are, if you're on the east
coast and only California is highlighted, you've got
the wrong bird. You'll also be able to hear a sam-
ple of the bird’s song, view photos, and get plenty
of detailed facts, from its physical characteristics to
its diet and behavior.

Guofa JElanaam Emcia ﬁﬂ."'ﬂm|

| Back | AltamiraOricle A ¥V

' Back | AmericanAvocet A ¥
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Best Augmented Reality App

Layar Reality
Browser

Free

Version: 2.0

Layar

If you thought a heads-up display that
layers real-time information over the
reality you're already seeing was re-
served for science fiction, you haven't
seen Layar. Hold the phone in front of
you like a camera, select the layer to
display, and watch the nearby places and
objects map onto the very environment
around you. Give the things in your
world name tags to find businesses,
people, places, or anything youd other-
wise miss with your eyes only.

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE: Using the
phone as a viewfinder for your surroundings,
check out the search results in front of you. Here
we see the pizza places within a short drive of my
house. Looks like most of them are straight ahead,
but | think I'll turn around because there’s a pizza
joint behind me too.

LAYER YOUR WORLD: (Choose from local,
featured, or popular layers, or search for just the
right layer for your situation. Once the layer is
mapped over your reality, specify your search. Here
I'm searching for pizza within a five-mile radius of
my current location.

: S = JlED 2:58
c’ Layar local search

Filter Settings
[plua ]

Damena's Pirza

527 Groson Posd
Westford LA
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Best Entertainment Apps

Wherever you are, if you find yourself alone and in need of enter-
tainment, you’ll likely reach for your Android phone. This chapter
will help you turn your phone into a portable entertainment center:
a single device in the palm of your hand to store, access, play, edit,
and share your media with others.

Film buffs will find movies, theaters, showtimes, and reviews for the
latest flicks in the same place you check your Netflix queue and
share DVD reviews with friends. For couch potatoes, there are apps
for TV listings for your local area and even for watching TV on
your phone.

Of course your phone is an MP3 player, but it can be so much more.
You'll find slick apps for playing music and video, from your own

library or from streaming radio and YouTube. If you aren’t content
to just consume, other apps will help you create and distribute your

own media, from recording audio and launching podcasts to Fendermis the

trademark of
Fender Musical
Instruments
Corporation and
is used with
permission.

streaming live video to a captive audience online. Finally, you'll
learn to take better photos and edit them like a pro. How’s that for

a rich media entertainment experience with Android?
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Best App for Film Buffs

Movies

Free
Version: 2.3.0
Flixster, Inc.

Film buffs rejoice! The Movies app for
Android gives you everything you need
to know in one place: DVD reviews,
theater showtimes, current box office
news, movie trailers, and whatever
comments you and your friends have
already shared about the movies you
love (or hate). Share ratings with your
friends through Facebook, read reviews
from Rotten Tomatoes, organize your
Netflix queue, buy tickets to the
theater...if it has to do with movies, you
can do it here.

BOX OFFICE: Check out all the latest box office
news, from what's opening this Friday to the best
moneymakers of the week. [f you see something
that looks interesting, click the movie poster to
watch the trailer.

B o

The Book of Ell
o 0%
Dernizel Washington, Gary Oldman

R, 1 hr. 58 min
January 15,2010

The Spy Next Door
i e
Jackse Chan, Bily Ray Cyrus

PG, 1 he. 32 min
january 15,2010

i OPSOXLTINCE
Avatar
g Rw
Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana
PG13, 2 hr. 40 man

$50 M

LOCAL THEATERS: ltching to go see a movie?
Select the Theaters tab to get a complete list of
theaters in your area, sorted by proximity to your
current location. Choose a theater to see the
address, phone number, and complete listing of
showtimes. You can even buy tickets from within
the app via movietickets.com.

AMC Tyngsboro 12

430 Middlesex Road, Tyngsboro, 01879

Showcase Cinemas Lowell

32 Rewss Avenue, Lowell, 01853

Chunky's Nashua Cinema ...
151 Colseum Ave, Nashua, 03063

Chunky's Pelham Cinema ...

150 Bridge Street, Pelham, 03076

Fine Arts Theater
e ————————




Whatever Works
U 4N

Larry Dawd, Evan Rach
PG-13, 1 hr, 32 min

Big Love: Seaso...

Big Love: Seaso...

Big Love: Seaso...

B ¢ & D 918

Brian Sawyer

[T & WantTo See
Sl
B 73 Friends

The Big Lebowski

NETFLIX QUEUE: If you have a Netflix subscrip-
tion, you'll love the way the Movies app integrates
your queue. See what you're waiting for, reorder
the list, add or remove movies, and remind your-
self why you added a particular movie by getting
photos, synopses, trailers, and more.

MOVIES I'VE RATED: By connecting your
Facebook account to the Movies app, you can
share your ratings with friends and see how your
contacts have rated the movies you're checking

out.

@ HONORABLE MENTION

Fandango Movies

Free
Version: 1.0.4
Fandango

If you're only interested in the movies
currently playing in the theater, Fan-
dango Movies is a great app. As with
the Movies app, you can get reviews,
showtimes, trailers, and box office
reports, and you can even purchase
tickets. But if you also watch a lot of
movies at home, you’ll miss the DVD
features (particularly the Netflix inte-
gration) of Movies. And if you rely on
your Facebook friends for ratings and
reviews, you'll need to check out their
walls, because Fandango doesn't talk
to Facebook like the Movies app does.
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Best App for Watching TV

tv-

TV.com

Free
Version: 1.0
CBS Interactive, Inc.

Want to watch the tube on the (very)
small screen? If you're looking for shows
offered by the CBS-owned T'V.com, this
app presents plenty of clips and a num-
ber of full-length episodes from CBS
(including CBS News and CBS Sports),
CW, Showtime, CNET, and more. De-
spite these somewhat limited options,
TV.com still has a better selection of
quality programming than any other
mobile TV app for Android, and every-
thing is presented in a smooth and
watchable interface.

CHANNEL SURFING:TV.com brings you
programs from channels in the (BS family only,
but within those restrictions you'll find a good
selection and a few gems. Most channels just
offer clips, but you'll find full-length episodes of
some shows from the (BS archives (MacGyver,
Star Trek) and a few current shows.

¢ >
aCOM

= .l & 12:30 |

CBS Entertainment

= -
m Showtime

c ha

"mom CBS Sports

.
AW S

- Gamespot

HAVING AN EPISODE:TV.com allows you to
watch entire episodes of NCIS, Gossip Girl, Harper’s
Island, Rules of Engagement, 60 Minutes, The Late
Show with David Letterman, and others. These
shows also offer smaller clips, so you can watch
just that one interview segment on Letterman and
skip the stupid pet tricks.

¢ 2 = . B 12:37 |

Late Late Show with Craig
Ferguson - Thunder Down U

Late Show with Dawd
Letterman - 1/15/20%0

Late Show with David
Letterman - Beautiful Count

. Late Show with Dawvd



Best App for TV Listings

tv]

TV-Guide USA

Free / $2 99 Ad-free version
Version: 1.0.5
Jersey Productions

You may be bummed by the limited
selection of TV shows you can actually
watch on your phone, but you still want
to know what’s on the big box that plugs
into your wall, right? TV-Guide USA
gives you a quick and easy peek into
what’s on now and what’s coming up in
your area, whether you get your service
from a local over-the-air antenna, satel-
lite, or a cable provider.

ANYTHING GOOD ON?:The default view
qives listings for every channel. What's showing
right now is at the top of the list; scroll down to
see what's on for the rest of the day. If you're only
interested in movies or sports, restrict your view
using the tabs at the top of the screen.

= ull 11:22
TV-Guide USA

m Text “HAITT" to 50999 1o donate $10

@) 11:00 WordWorld
e Eetween the |
€ 11:00 WordWorld
Ly ] Between the

© 11:00 The Price Is Right

ewsContar S at Waddy

@ 11:00 The View

COMING UP: (lick on a particular show to bring
up listings for that channel, along with any infor-
mation on the show or episode. You can't get a
summary of the news in advance (wouldn't that be
nice?), but you can at least find out whether your
favorite soap opera is a rerun or a new episode.

4.7 - WBZDT (WeZ-DT)

m Gat the DexXnows App for Androld!

1100A  The Price Is Right
Contestants bid for prizes

WBZ News

The Young and the Restless

thengs out
Melody Scott, leanne Cooper

Peter Bergman, Sharon Ca

The Bold and the Beautiful
Whip worries that Sandy is faf
Nick; Ridge is caught betweer

y and Brooke. Cast: joby

ssan Flannery, Rone

Katherine Kelly Lang jack




Best Media Player

SET LIST: TuneWiki taps into the music directory ~ PLAY IT: Select a song to play and you'll also get
and playlists already stored on your phone, letting  access to it in your navigation bar. TuneWiki

you shuffle all songs or browse your library by retrieves album artwork and displays real-time
. artist, song title, album, or playlist. While you're Iyrics, translated into over 40 languages, while the
Tu N eW| k | listening to a song, you canaddittoanexisting ~ sonqis playing. You can even set the current track
Free / $4 99 Ad-free version playlist or create a new playlist for it on the fly. as your ringtone by pulling up the menu options.
Version: 1.6
TuneWiki B yar E AaED143| (¢ ) E 81023

Flight of The Conchords

library, access to Internet radio through ":",,,';:,"h'.:: ','f,',"'.'.‘;:"
SHOUTcast or Last.fm, lyrics search,

music maps, Top 50, playlists, and more.

Frodo

o . songs
In addition to the media player that 5 Business Time
comes preloaded on your phone, the Beautiful Girl o4 e —— 345
r:" Android Market has many apps to en-
I~ hance your listening or viewing experi- Business Time
— ence. TuneWiki is the best of them, offer-
Q . . i . . Flight of The Conchords theme
5 ing an intuitive interface to your music song
D
>
=

Hiphopapotamus v
To make your experience more social, Rhymenocerous
you can share your tastes and status via

jenny

e & 0 6

Blip, Twitter, or Facebook.
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earch Results

Fiight of the C rds

Highapopatamut vi Rhymenocerss

Flight Of The Conchords

NOW PLAYING: The player itself is simple

‘ Merid ian Player and easy to use. It also sits in your naviga-
T s d itk Free tion bar for quick access when you're doing
Filght of the Conchords Fp 3 Think Abov Version: Noble 0.5.1 other things while listening. As with
. III - Romulus Urakagi Ts'ai TuneWiki, you can display album artwork,

but you'll need to add it yourself.

WATCH IT: Built-in YouTube integration lets you
find videos to watch within the media player.
Search by artist or song title to get a list of match-
ing results to play immediately. Of course, you
could go straight to YouTube to do the same thing,
but TuneWiki lets you add the video directly to
your library, 5o you can keep all your music-related
media organized in a single place.

Meridian is another solid media player
£ I 11:56

¥ 2 O

for Android that offers some of the same
features as TuneWiki (song rating, lyrics,

Beautiful Girl
extra track info) but doesn't tie into so- .

cial media, Internet radio (an additional
plug-in is required to connect with
Last.fm), or YouTube video services.
However, it does tap into your local
video directory to play anything you

Fagit of the Conchords '

The Mart Besuthul Girt (In The Boom|

have in there, which is nice. Another
handy feature that you can set in your

=

Losking rownd the rosm, I Con (0 Ehat you

preferences pauses a track when you
receive a phone call, and resumes play-

ing automatically when you hang up.

LSS A 224




Best Remote Control

REMOTE ACCESS: Gmote has tons of everyday
PLAY LOCAL: With Gmote, you can browse uses. Advance PowerPoint slides during presenta-
through any of the media folders on your com-  tions without having to stand by the podium. Play,
puter. Find and select the song or video you want  pause, and fast-forward home movies from your
to play to bring up the remote navigation. When  couch. Sit the family back for a vacation slideshow
browsing photo libraries, you'll see thumbnails from your desktop. Playing songs through your

G m Ote along the bottom of the screen and a large view of ~ phone speaker works like magic, but the software
Free the selected photo. doesn’t support video playback just yet.
Version: 2.0.4

Marc Stogaitis, Mimi Sun

Gmote turns your Android phone into a
remote control for the media library on
your computer. Once you've installed
the Gmote server on your computer (a
small download and easy setup), just
launch the app from your phone, enter
your password, and immediately gain
wireless access to iTunes, your photo
library, and any other folders you define.
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Then, use Gmote’s on-screen navigation
to play tracks on your computer. As of

the 2.0 release, you can even stream -
songs through your phone’s speaker! VT 01 The Calculation.mp3




Best Audio Management App

AudioManager
Widget

Free

Version: 1.0.6

Smart Android Apps, LLC

Whether you're playing music on your
phone or just want access to all the
sounds on your phone in one place, the
AudioManager Widget has you covered.
Like your computer’s volume mixer,
AudioManager gives you live readings of
volume levels for each audio element of
your phone. Just press and slide the vol-
ume bars to adjust each level independ-
ently. The home-screen widget gives you
always-on readings, and the console for
full control is just a tap away at all times.

VOLUME CONSOLES: AudioManager gives ~ CHOOSE YOUR WIDGET: You have two

clear level readings for the volume of your alarms,  options for the widget size. This should accommo-
music, alerts, ringer, system, and voice, all on a date volume-obsessed users who want to read the
single screen. Just slide down the volume barsto titles of all their levels, and also satisfy those who
reduce the annoyance of some notifications, or just want a quick glance or can't spare the screen
really pump up the volume of your tunes. real estate for such detail.

¢ » = AED 1145 ¢ » = . KD 11:49
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Best Personalized Radio App

Pandora Radio

Free
Version: 1.1.2
Pandora

Pandora is your own personalized radio,
playing just the kind of songs you're
interested in and helping you find new
artists with similar styles. Create a
unique station for each of your distinct
musical tastes and tune in to whatever
you're in the mood for. The more you
listen, the better Pandora learns what
you really like, providing even more
targeted suggestions. If you're already a
Pandora user, just log in to get immedi-
ate access to your existing personal sta-
tions.

CREATE A STATION: Just type the name of an
artist or song you love and Pandora does the rest
foryou, playing songs in the same genre or artists
that other users have rated similarly to your
favorites. Save the station to listen to the same
type of music the next time you're in the mood.

¢ 2w £ aED32

Type in the name of your favorite artist,
composer and we'll creq
on featuring that mus

FIND SIMILAR ARTISTS: Which artists share a
style with your favorites? You might be able to
think of a few, but Pandora has enough recom-
mendations from other users to surprise you with
something new. If you agree with the recommen-
dation, give it the thumbs up and other Pandora
users will benefit from your recommendations. If
Pandora got it wrong, just say so and it won't
repeat the same mistake again.

i P

£ KD 3:39

Melchior Productions, Lic q

¥ & 11 »



Why this song Is playing:

We're playing this track because it

res folk influences, :
f vOocal harmo
plano, mixed
nstrumentation, r
dynamic male voci
nhm guitars, pr

many other simiarities ider
ppe— , '

TRACK INFO: Never heard of an artist that
Pandora suggested? Get tons of information on
the artist, album, and all the traits used to associ-
ate the song with your predefined criteria.

5 o 6D 11:34 |

i P E 0 D 11:29
Amazon MP3 - Search: "BOO136LMAM*

Songs

1. Spanish Harlem Incide...
Bob Dylan i $0.99 '

Albums

BUY IT NOW: If you happen upon a new song
that you just have to own, Pandora gives you one-
click access to Amazon's MP3 store for immediate
purchase.

0 HONORABLE MENTION

lost.fm

Last.fm

Free
Version: 1.3.3
Last.fm Ltd.

Last.fm is a very close second to Pan-
dora, and it connects with a variety of
other media players and apps through
plug-ins. In fact, you’ll find plenty of
users who swear by Last.fm over Pan-
dora, making the decision of which
app to use largely a result of personal
preference or which online service
you might already use. At any rate,
Last.fm definitely goes head-to-head
with Pandora, feature by feature, but I
have accounts with both services and
find Pandora to be a slicker, more
pleasing experience.




Best Streaming Music App

BEST OF THE BEST: Search by song or artist NOW PLAYING: Get album artwork and access
and see what other people are listening to most.  artist information while you listen. Scroll down to

R h a p SOdy Add songs to your queue to create a custom radio  see what's coming up in your queue, or skip ahead
Free trial / $12.99/month subscription station to listen to for the rest of the day. if you're already tired of the track you're on.
Version: 1.2
RealNetworks, Inc. ¢ B E WED34s| ¢ £ ED 719
Top tracks for Lady Gaga “ '™ 'l » 13:57
Pandora and Last.fm are great (and free)
Previ i track Repl In qu
if you know what you're in the mood for . o r—
r:n but want to be surprised by the songs Bad Romance
I~ you get. But if you know exactly what :
a you want and you want it now, go with Poker Face
5 the on-demand streaming music service >
3 offered by Rhapsody. For a monthly et
L bscripti ’ll get immediat
=4 subscription, you Il get immediate ac- Just Dance featuring Colby (
cess to millions of songs to match your T
Poker Face

whim. Rather than buying tracks or Telephone featuring Beyonc
albums to remain in your collection

by Lady Gaga

Queue

Bad Romance

permanently, Rhapsody gives you all the
tunes you want, right now.

Bad Romance

ft o= Il = 10:30




Lady Gaga

Artist sampler
Album list

Top tracks

ft =« P w [

Play all tracks Replace In queue

TiK ToK

Bad Romance
Fireflies
I Gotta Feeling

Poker Face

F . S 14:44

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST: Find out more
about the artist of the current song with a brief
history of influences, complete album list, samples
of their music, their most popular songs, and
related artists.

TOP OF THE POPS: If youTe looking for the top
40, Rhapsody offers lists of the most popular
artists, albums, and songs of the moment. With a
constantly revolving and updating playlist of the
hippest music going, you'll never miss a beat.

|

0 HONORABLE MENTION

PlayMe

Free trial / $9.99/month subscription
Version: 1.0
Play.me

PlayMe is a little less expensive than
Rhapsody, but its limited features
make Rhapsody worth the extra three
bucks a month. PlayMe does offer
featured recommendations, but it
doesn’t offer lists of top artists, albums,
and tracks, and you can’t dig deep into
artist information, related tracks, and
other stuff offered by Rhapsody. It
offers a compelling free pass, though,
giving you 10 hours of music and a
complimentary MP3 download per
week, so it’s worth giving it a spin,
especially if youre not ready to shell
out the dough for Rhapsody.
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Best App for Identifying Music

Shazam

Free
Version: 1.2
Shazam Entertainment Limited

Do you believe in magic? Maybe you
will after trying out Shazam, a jaw-
droppingly awesome music identifier. If
you can't place the song playing in the
room at any moment, just open Shazam
and tell it to listen for a few seconds. It
has the uncanny ability to recognize the
track and tell you pretty much anything
you need to know about it. This is great
for settling bar bets, and perfect for fill-
ing out all the info for your friend’s mix
CD that imported with helpful song
names like “Track 017

LIKE MAGIC: When Shazam identifies the track
(as it will, more often than not, even for fairly
obscure songs), it displays its “tag,” which includes
album artwork, title, and music label. Scroll down
for more options, such as searching YouTube for
the video or buying the track from Amazon’s MP3
store if you've just gotta have it.

REVIEW YOUR TAGS: Shazam stores tags for
all the songs it identifies so that you can scroll
through the list later. If you find yourself grooving
to all the new music in the club, just tag every
song and look them up when you get home to
relive the experience and perhaps even buy the
soundtrack.

¢ 20 E JED 218
@ . - o0 _ |

Bad Romance
Lady Gaga

The Fame Monster
The Fame Monster

f :
THE FAME MONSTER Interscope Records

“The Black Folder”

(%) 9

¢ 20 E ED 235

I Feel A Change Comi...
Bob Dylan

Get Behind The Mule
Tom Waits

Ain't No Rest For The...
Cage The Elephant

The Calculation
Regina Spektor

The Most Beautiful G...

Gay MUSIC on vList [}
<



Best Gig Guide

WATCHING AND WAITING: Fill your watch SAVE THE DATE: Drill down into the event
list with the acts you'd like to see live and checkin  you're interested in to get details on the venue,
(or set alerts) to get complete tour information for  date, distance from you, and a map of the location.
each artist. The number in the pink box tells you When you're ready to buy your tickets, you can
4 " . how many shows are booked, and stars indicate ~ grab them directly through this app; you can also
AI |Ice (G [0) Gu Id e) events near you. Just click the artist nametoget  add the event to your calendar or email the detals
Free complete tour dates, listed in order of proximity. to your friends.
Version: 1.6.0

v o

Tim Clark ¢ ¢ .d.l:@‘l'

So you've identified your favorite artists,
Lady GaGa 66|63

E o D203

Artist. Elvis Costello

2)

streamed their music, and downloaded Distance: € 46 km
your favorite songs. But when are they Elvis Costello 1O @ Start Date: Tue, 20 Apr 2010
coming to your town so you can finally — Start Time:  19:30

see them live? Alice is an exhaustive gig APRS Tpeties e I;] Venue: Orpheurn Theatre

Soston

Jnited States

guide for your Android phone, complete Lyle Lovett 27 I
with maps, calendar, search, and sync :
H : Willie Nelson 26 ] S
with Last.fm and BandsInTown services. el
ust add your favorite performers to [ x
I y . P Bob Dylan 15 J @ Buy Tickets
your artist watch list and get complete —=
tour dates and notifications of when Beck 0
Emall Even
they’ll be playing a venue near you. i :
Bruce Springsteen 0




Alt Radio

Best Alternative Radio App

OL N

A Online Radio

SLEEP CONTROL: My favorite feature is
the ability to put your music to sleep aftera
preset amount of time. This means you can
find a nice, mellow music channel, plug your
phone into a set of speakers, and settle in for
a nap, knowing that your music will stop

BROWSE THE THE CHANNELS: There
are more channels out there than you can
possibly listen to. Ifyou are trying to find
your perfect channel, the search feature now
accesses 10,000+ channels. This app will
play SHOUTcast/Icecast-AAC and AACP

after you fall asleep. I've been settingmine  channels (AACfiles use the same encoding

Free for 20 minutes and never haveto tum itoff. ~ as iTunes files).

Version: 0.9.8.16

aor.leadapps » Ba Af@worn | BOMHA BE® 0orm
14h bl B N

AMternative Rock - S X

This radio app has plenty of functionality that

. . . Alternative Ro .
makes it easy to find your favorite music genre

Music of Your Life - [S

Adult Contem

information, including lyrics for the currently

m on radio channels around the world. Simply Lyrics
% decide which part of the world you want to LN 00 VR U
= hone in on and select the type of music from e end Abternative Rock- S X
g. that area. Once you've found your music pref- “l‘m’

64 . T ult Mits C
3 erence, you can make it a favorite and get more sakm/Ekn ot v e
D
>
-

playing song. This app takes full advantage of

1ML FM - RAS & Urban

The Dandy Warhols
Bohemian Like You

Android: it keeps running when you leave it, Playing
and the green icon in your status bar lets you

GotRadlo - AAA Boulevar

control it. ™)

HOME.fm - Spring Arbor

+

Add to Favournite
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Jamendo Player

Free
Version: 0.9.8.16
Teleca Poland

Jamendo Player is a frontend to the larg-
est Creative Commons-licensed music
catalog on the planet. If you want free
music from independent artists, this is
the app for you. Whether you're looking
for a specific artist or the most fre-
quently listened-to band, or you just
want to browse through the available
music, you'll find some nice options to
help you get the most out of this app. I
particularly like the Lyrics feature that
displays the lyrics for the currently play-
ing track.

GREAT INTERFACE: It's great to hear exactly
what you want, but one of the best things about
listening to the radio is exposure to new music.
With this app, it's easy to find new stuffyou like,
and while the music is playing you can also see
the cover art, the length of the song, and where
you are in the song. If you then drag open the
menu, you can download the song, share it with

RADIO AND FREE MUSIC: You have the
option to search by Artist, Tag, User Playlists, or
User Starred Albums. Once a search list is returned
{0 you, you can see what other users have rated as
the best songs in your search category. One click
on any item in your search list will get the song
playing and retum all the details about the specific

song. others, or add it to your playlist.
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The Dada Weatherman

Painted Dream

. Johane Alexie, L'inte...
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Media Sync
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Best Media Syncing App

b— .tz

. = e
doubleTwist == e
Free P rirarel
doubleTwist Corporation ‘E"-:'«'- —
One of the best software applications ==
for Android isn't even technically an
Android app. That is, it’s designed for = r———r———y

use with your Android phone, but you
won't find it in the Market, because it’s

actually a desktop application for your
Mac or PC. doubleTwist helps you buy
and sync music from Amazon’s MP3

store, iTunes, and any other music,
video, or photo files that live on your
desktop. It will even convert videos to
the right format to watch on your de-
vice. Just drag and drop to take all
your media with you.

IN SYNC: Sync playlists
from your iTunes library (as
well as videos or photos) by
dragging and dropping or
Just selecting the playlists
you want to transfer. Your
phone won't play DRM-
protected songs from the
iTunes Store, but most labels
now offer DRM-free music
on iTunes.

MEDIA: doubleTwist
makes it easy to buy music
from Amazon’s MP3 store
and sync it straight to your
device. Just search by artist,
album, or song to find what
you're looking for. After
connecting to your Amazon
account through a browser,
you can buy and download
tunes right into the app.
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Salling Media Sync

Free Lite / $22 Full version
Version:
Salling Software

Salling Media Sync offers another
option for syncing the iTunes library
on your Mac or PC with your An-
droid phone. Like doubleTwist, it’s a
desktop app, so you won't find it in
the Market, but its functionality is so
specific to your phone that we think it
should count as an Android app. The
paid version syncs faster, but unless
you have a huge library and tons of
storage space on your phone, you’ll
probably find that the free version
transfers quickly enough.
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PODCASTS TO GO: If
you subscribe to podcasts
and want to keep them up
to date on your phone,
Salling makes the sync easy
for you. Just specify the
shows and number of
episodes, and the app does
the rest. It even tells you
when there are new epi-
sodes that haven't updated
onyour phone yet.

KING OF ALL MEDIA:
Keep all your music, pod-
casts, and photos (though
not video) synced in one
place, though you'll want to
keep an eye on how much
space it all taking up on
your phone. Note that Salling
doesn't bother transferring
DRM-protected files that

won't play on your device. 143
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Listen

Free
Version: 1.0.3.3
Google

If you have a standing engagement with
audio programs online, there’s no need
to hunt around for new episodes or
launch them from a link in an RSS
reader. Let Google’s Listen podcast
manager find, organize, and stream all
of your favorites in one place. Search for
new programs, subscribe to channels,
and download fresh shows as they’re
available. When you get behind on epi-
sodes, create a queue to remind you of
the stuff you want to catch up on when
you have some downtime.

PODCAST PLAYER: Listen makes it easy to
find new podcasts and new episodes of your
favorite shows. Subscribe to a channel, or just
download the episode you want. When you're
ready to listen, the app launches its own native
media player so you can keep all your podcasts in
one place, without having to open up your de-
fault media player.

 dal V)

= . KD 10:08
NPR: Science Friday ...

Wi FUd KA

£3 share
BY unsubscrit

ﬂ Add to queue

D More episodes

Machines Slowly Mastering Art

Of Recognizing Faces

ra ution

ALL TOGETHER NOW: All of your subscrip-
tions are stored together and kept separate from
the rest of your media, which tends to be less time
sensitive and has different organizational require-
ments. If you want to see what else is new while
you'e listening, you can access the rest of the app
while an episode is playing.

= JlED 10:11 |

My subscriptions

ol Spl

A:22 lan 10

over

NPR: Sclence Friday Podcast -
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BeyondPod

Free trial / $6.99 Full version

Version: 2.1.4

Beyond Pod Team

Though designed primarily for podcasts, Be-
yondPod is a full-featured RSS reader that
pulls together a variety of media. In addition
to listening to audio podcasts, you can view
comics, subscribe to YouTube videos, and
even get plain old text feeds with Google
Reader integration. However, if you use an-
other feed reader on your phone, the app
starts to feel a little bloated, and even all its
many features aren’t as impressive as they
could be (having no embedded player for
YouTube feels clunky). All this makes the price
(after a free seven-day trial) seem excessive.

ORGANIZED FEEDS: BeyondPod has a slick
and attractive interface, organizing all of your
feeds by category and offering a variety of
views into the information and episodes for
your shows. Group your feeds by content, or
assign tags to make searching and discovering
your shows easier.

v o
u All Feeds v

Entertainment

Democracy Now! Video
Dilbert Daily Strip
YouTube Top Rated Videos

= JED 10:16

Favc tes
m‘ NPR Music
»er

NPR Top Stories

MANAGER WITHOUT A PLAYER: Even
with all the features offered by BeyondPod, it
falls short on the main selling point you're
looking for in a podcast manager: the playing
of podcasts. That's because listening to a pod-
cast requires you to pause and open the phone’s
default music player. This inability to play a
podcast locally disrupts the media experience
in what is otherwise a smooth app.

g - = i KB 10:20
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Best Voice Recording App

OLD-SCHOOL INTERFACE: With its retro

interface taking up the entire screen, Recordoid
Dictaphone makes your phone look like an old-
fashioned dedicated voice recorder. The buttons

Rec (o) rd (o) | d respond with a satisfying click (you can disable
. the sound if you prefer), and the tape tums as the
chtaphone app s recording.
Free Lite / $1.99 Full version
Version: 2.0.0
somyac

With your podcast manager in place,
you're ready to organize and consume
audio created by others. But what if you
want to actually create your own audio?
Whether you're just capturing and or-
ganizing ideas with quick voice notes,
creating a new ringtone, or launching
your own podcast, Recordoid Dicta-
phone offers all the features you’ll need
to record, save, and send audio from
your Android phone. It does it all in
style too, with a flashy retro interface.

AUDIO OPTIONS: After recording, your audio
dlips are organized in one convenient list, from
which you can play them, delete them, add text
notes, or send them via email or text message (or
in many other ways if you have Pixelpipe in-
stalled). You also have the option of saving loca-
tion information on a map, just in case you need to
remember exactly where you were when inspira-
tion struck.

My Recordings

Dictation

oy
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JUST PRESS RECORD: The basic interface
offers all you really need in a voice recorder, unless
you require something really flashy. The Record
button toggles to Stop while you're recording, and
a list of your previous recordings is displayed
beneath the button. The timer up top shows you
how long you've been talking. That's about it!

|

Voice Recorder

Free
Version: 1.9.7
Mamoru Tokashiki

¢ = . KD 10:37

00:00:00

"

Record

Voice Recorder offers most of the fea-
tures of Recordoid Dictaphone (though
no location information), but with a
more stripped-down, utilitarian inter-
face. Just hit Record and start talking.
Give your recording a title and save it to
your SD card. One advantage over Re-
cordroid is the ability to schedule when
you want recording to start by setting a
timer. This could be useful for clandes-
tine captures, but I can’t think of many

other virtuous uses.

AUDIO OPTIONS: Select a recording from your
list to see your available options, which are essen-
tially the same as in Recordoid Dictaphone. You
@an play the recording, send it by email or text
message (or in many other ways if you have
Pixelpipe installed), set it as your ringtone, edit the
title, or delete the recording altogether.

¢ - il KD 10:37

/é Operation

Play

Send

Ringtone

Edit Title

Delete

- I
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Broadcasting

Best App for Media Sharing

Pixelpipe

Free Lite / $.99 Pro version

Version: 2.0.1

Pixelpipe

You've recorded audio on your phone, or
taken a picture or video. Where do you want
it to go now? Most media apps offer a Share
option, which sends by email or text message
by default. Pixelpipe goes many steps further,
connecting you with over 110 supported so-
cial networking services that should include
just about anything you might use to connect
with others. This allows you to go way be-
yond updating your status—you can turn
your Android phone into a platform for blog-
ging, podcasting, sharing photos and videos,
or whatever else you need to become a mobile
multimedia broadcaster.

WHERE TO?: After you've got that perfect
snapshot, video capture, or podcast episode,
connect with the social networking services
you already use to get it online. Pixelpipe also
adds itself as an option to the default Share or
Send dialog in your camera, voice, and video
recording apps. Note that audio and video
options are available in the Pro version only,
but they’re well worth the extra buck.

¢ ar = i KD 2:37

MO’ MOBLOGGING OPTIONS: Pixelpipe
connects with almost any sodial networking
service you can think of. Select your media and
add atitle or note, or toggle between Status
and Blog interfaces to send a new text-only
post. Add routing tags such as @facebook,
@wordpress, @flickr, or @twitter to choose
which services you want to update.

= .l KD 2:36
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Best App for Live Video Broadcasting

Qik

Version: 0.1.60
Qik, Inc.

While Pixelpipe lets you broadcast
completed media pretty much any-
where you can think of, only Qik lets
you stream live video directly from
your Android phone to the Internet,
where the world can watch in real
time. Give your viewers your personal
URL and tell them when you plan to
start recording. When your show
ends, keep your video archived for
later viewing, or share it with your
friends through social networks such
as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.
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MAKE SURE YOU'RE
CONNECTED: Get online
and share your experience
with the world as it hap-
pens. Qik works great for
sharing precious family
moments, and it's perfect
for sneaking a colleague
into that conference session
he couldn't attend in person.

REPEAT BROADCAST:

Did someone miss your live
show? No worries. Keep
everybody in the loop by
sharing your broadcast with
any or all of your social
networking services. Send it
to Twitter, link to it with a
tweet, or embed it on your
personal Facebook profile or
asapost to a friend’s wall.




Photos

Best Camera App

PHOTO OPTIONS: You

have plenty of options to
choose from. From left to
right in the toolbar, you can
adjust zoom scaling, white
balance, night mode, timer
duration, autofocus settings,
defaultimage size, multi-
shot mode, and stability.
You can even add clip-art

Snap Photo Pro
$.99

Version: 1.5.7
Bratag

The camera that comes by default on
your Android phone is serviceable,

g‘l but it doesn’t do much more than props to your frame.
o point and shoot. When you replace it
5 with Snap Photo Pro, you get a world AFTER EFFECTS: Your
5 of new features. Set the timer so you options don't end once
3 can get into your own shot, take mul- you've captured your sub-
L tiple shots in succession, control for Jed. Afer saving the Wnage,
- stability, and edit snapshots with fil- You can adjust leves (as
. . shown here), add a border,
ters, brightness/contrast settings, and o
Though th lution is di crop, and more. This gives
more. Though the resolution is dic- you as much editing power
tated by your hardware, your camera as you need for a camera

software doesn’t need to be. app; for more, open your

photo in PicSay.




Best Photo Editing App

ﬁc Say

PicSay

Free /€1 99 Pro version
Version: 1.3.0.2
Shinycore 0.1.60

Your photo isn't done when you cap-
ture it and save it to your phone—at
least it doesn’t have to be. Whether
you want to adjust color, contrast, and
exposure to make the image look
more professional, or you just want to
have a little fun by adding text, graph-
ics, distortion, and crazy effects,
PicSay is a powerful photo editor for
your Android phone. The interface
itself is easy and fun to use, offering
plenty of possibilities for turning your

photos into works of art (high or low).

Balloon

R#
(<}
Title Props Effecs Export

SHADOW. WARRIOR

FIX IT IN POST: (lean up
your photos for your photo
blog, or create comic-book
versions of family members
to send via email or to the
social network of your
choice (using an add-on
such as Pixelpipe).

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:
Adding props, effects, titles,
and other elements is easy
and fun. The free version of
PicSay comes with a pretty
good selection of props and
effects, but to really mix it
up, go ahead and spring for
the Pro version.







Best Games

Ready for some real fun? In addition to the utility of its more “serious” appli-
cations, the Android operating system has quickly become a serious gaming
platform, offering a wide selection of quality games in any genre you can
think of. This chapter showcases the most addictive time-wasters available in
the Android market.

Warm up with simple games to test the speed of your thumbs, and move on
to fast-paced matching games with balls, jewels, and tiles. Volley back and
forth with basement favorites like air hockey and ping pong. Play multi-
player marbles with online friends, or roll a marble through a labyrinth.

Race to victory or to the death with highly graphical 3D racing games that
take advantage of your phone’s built-in accelerometer to steer cars, light
cycles, and futuristic hovercrafts. And of course, get behind your guns in
the best first-person shooter.

If you're in a retro mood, go back in time with a Nintendo emulator, classic
tower defense scenarios, and role-playing games. Finally, challenge your
mental ability with games that require strategy or smarts, from cards and
board games to word games and brain testers. And then? Get back to work.




Thumbs

Best Whack-a-Mole Game

MOUNTAINS AND MOLEHILLS: Three levels
of difficulty let you adjust the number of holes on
the screento 9, 16, or 25. The more holes, the

PO ke A M O | e more moles, so you'll need to be a little more alert
Free and quick with your fingers.
Version: 1.0.3

Software Industrial Co., LTD ¢ = .l & 10:24

Poke A Mole

Time:11 y Score:240

Take out your frustration on smug bur-
rowing rodents with this virtual take on
traditional carnival whack-a-mole. Just
give em a whack as they pop up out of
their holes to wipe those smiles off their
annoying little faces. Great for kids or
any adult with a pest-control problem
in their own backyard. With a little
practice playing this app, perhaps Carl
Spackler would have finally gotten that
darned gopher in Caddyshack.

Difﬁiulty: Normal

THUMB THUMPER: The easiest way to thump
these critters as they spring from their holes is to
cradle the phone in your palm and use your
thumb as a weapon. If you find yourselfin a slump
at work, going a few rounds against these little
pests is a great way to jumpstart your alertness
and get your neurons firing a little more quickly.

¢ = 6D 10:25

Poke A Mole

Time:16 : Score:1540

120pts.
"'\‘

Difﬁ}:ulty: Easy



Best Soccer Juggling Game

LEADERBOARD: Keepy Uppy stores local high
scores for your device, but if you want to see how
BALLS IN THE AIR: Maybe you can juggle with  other people are doing, check out the worldwide

your feet, but have you ever tried doing it with leaderboard. Can you imagine touching the ball
your thumbs? Choose Free mode to score based on  over 13,000 times before letting it drop? That takes
P — the number of touches before the ball hits the some skill—and a lot of free time on your hands.
ground, or Target mode to get points for hitting The ads are fairly unobtrusive, but if you'd rather
Kee py U ppy numbers on the screen. The numbers pop up, and ~ get rid of them, buy the Pro version for less than a
Free / £0.59 Pro version count down from 5 to 1 before disappearing. British pound.
Version: 3.2
BrightAl

Another test for the alacrity of your
thumbs, Keepy Uppy is a simple soccer
juggling game that’s fun for kids and an
easy way for adults to keep alert while
passing idle moments. All you have to
do is control the ball and keep it in the
air. The free version now includes target
mode and a worldwide leaderboard
(previously available only in the Pro

Adidas Soccer Gear

version), which lets you see how your
soccer skillz stack up against the rest of

the world.




Matching

Best Ball-Matching Game

BONSAI ADVENTURE: | don't even know how
many levels this game has, but it’s plenty to keep
you going for a good long time. I've made it
through the 24 levels of the Morning section and
11 of the Afternoon levels of Adventure mode
(each section is locked until you beat the previous

HAVE A BLAST: After some success with
matching balls, you get to fire special balls that
explode whatever they hit (or the balls around
what they hit in some cases), without having to
match anything. These special balls come in handy
as a hard-to-match ball gets closer and closer to

its destination. If you can get a clear shot, hitting
the treasure chest gets you bonus points.

Bonsai Blast

Free Lite / $4.99 Pro version
Version: 1.2
Glu Mobile

section), and | still have Evening and 24 other
levels waiting for me in Survival mode.

Shoot colored balls at a line of other
colored balls as they march toward the
yin/yang at the end of their path.
Matching three or more balls in a row
destroys all balls in that color string and
sets up future matches. When the first
ball in the line makes it to the end, the
whole line speeds down the hole that
opens up and you've lost the level. But
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make enough matches to clear the
board, and you're on to one of the many
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other levels in the game.




Best Gem-Swapping Game

Jewellust

Free Lite / $2.99 Full version
Version: 2.0.7
Smartpix Games

If you've ever played Bejeweled,
you'll find Jewellust a familiar ad-
dition to your handheld game li-
brary. Swap adjacent jewels to line
up three or more of the same color,
at which point all of the like-
colored gems connected in the line
disappear and cause the gems they
support to drop. The Free version
will certainly keep you occupied
for a while, but if you need more
variety, the Full version features 30
levels and a Survival mode.

PRECIOUS GEMS: Connect the matching
jewels to watch them collapse together and
cause the rest of the column or row to fall. If

you're stuck and don’t make a move for a few
seconds, you'll get a little hint, in the form of
amows that suggest which gems could be
swapped to form a match.

&> HONORABLE MENTION

Bejeweled

$499
Version: 5.38.56
EA Mobile

Bejeweled is the original and classic
gem-swapping game, selling mil-
lions of copies on a variety of plat-
forms since its birth as a browser-
based game in 2001. But for those
of us who are more conscious of
cost than pedigree in a game, Jewel-
lust gets the job done well enough
for free (or three bucks for all the
options). So the game that started it
all is reduced to honorable mention
status, mainly for its high price and
lack of a free trial.




Best Tile-Matching Game

-3

Mahjong
Free

Version: 1.0.4
Magma Mobile

Based on the classic Chinese game for
four players, Mahjong solitaire is a tile-
matching game that begins with a set of

144 tiles arranged in a variety of layouts.

Tiles that you can move left or right
without disturbing other tiles are con-
sidered “exposed” Your task is to find
pairs of identical exposed tiles (Season
tiles are also considered matches). Se-
lecting a pair removes the tiles from the
layout. The game ends when the layout
is empty, when no exposed pairs re-
main, or when your patience runs out.

TAKE IT BACK: Mahjong involves strategy far
beyond just finding matches. The goal for each
move is to remove pairs in an order that will open
up possibilities for other matches. So even if you
find a match, it might not be the best possible
move and might actually close up the board for
future moves. If you regret a match, you can undo
amove by pressing the yellow amow in the lower-
right. You get three chances to undo.

TAKE A HINT: Ifyou find yourself struggling or
completely stumped, press the lightbulb in the
lower-left comer of the screen. You'll be asked if
you want to take a hint, which the game offers by
highlighting an exposed match in red. The next
move is up to you. You're allowed three hints; after
that, you're on your own.

Gift Ccn-l‘fl\::;. on
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Best Volley Game

UNDER MY THUMB: Keeping your thumb on
the virtual mallet can be a little tricky because
there's a short lag as the mallet trails behind
where you press; still, it's close enough to keep
things interesting and fun. Keep track of your score
by looking in the lower-left corner ('m up 3-Tin

A. H k this shot). Your virtual opponent gets a counter to
Ir AOC ey read too, just to complete the illusion of reality.
Free Demo / $.99 Full version

Version: 1.1.3

JJCgames

Put your game playing on ice
with this virtual simulation of the
air hockey table at your local ar-
cade. As with the “real” game, the
first to score seven goals wins.
The free demo has a single skill
level, but the full version keeps
track of your record and ad-
vances to four different levels as
you improve. Your automated
opponent gets tougher at higher
skill levels, and the puck speed
increases.

0 HONORABLE MENTION

ien Table
Tennis

Free Lite / $4.99 Pro version
Version: 1.0.3
RESETgame

This is just ping pong for thumbs.
The lite version displays ads and
plays up to a two-point advantage;
the full version offers complete 11-
point games.




Digging

160

Best Digging Game

Gem Miner

Free
Version: 1.0.5
Psym Mobile

Dig deep into the earth to discover
coal, ores, gems, fossils, and other
underground treasures to make you
rich. Fill your pack and return to the
surface before you run out of stamina;
you can then exchange your finds for
cash to buy upgrades to your tools,
ladders for climbing, support beams
to keep tunnels from caving in, and
more. Be careful not to fall down a
mine shaft, run out of time, or get
crushed by falling rocks, and you’ll
make your fortune in the mines.

DIG IT: Hammer away in
the mine shaft to find your
rewards buried within the
rocks. Gray stones are
impervious to your pickaxe,
and will fall and crush you if
you don't place a support
under them quickly enough.
And always make sure you
have enough ladders to
make it back to the surface.

TREASURE MAP: IS

dark down there, 50 your
view is limited to a small
radius. To get an idea of
where you are, pull up the
map, which shows you how
to get back out. The map
shows only what you've
discovered—the black
areas remain a mystery.



Best Minesweeper Game

BOOM: Select a box on the screen by pressingit ~ SKIN IT: Change your level to Intermediate or

with your finger to reveal what lies beneath. Expert to expand the board (notice the arrows to
Assuming you don't hit a mine (which ends the scroll for more screen). Additional (and free) skins
game and reveals where the rest of the mines are also available in the Market to customize the

were located), the surounding bomb-free spaces  look and feel of your board. This White Snow skin
will clear and leave the numbers that will quide features a pleasant white theme with large cells
you on future moves. To win, clear the board of all ~ that are easy to press, making it less likely that

al M Ineswee p er spaces except the mines. you'll accidentally select a neighboring mine.

Free

Version: 2.0.3
ArtfulBits Inc.

The classic minesweeper game gets a
flashy facelift in this version for An-
droid. The board starts with completely
filled-in boxes hiding numbers and
mines beneath them, which are revealed
when you tap a box with your finger.
The numbers indicate how many mines
border that particular box (touching the
left, right, top, bottom, or one of the

four corners), helping you figure out L P

1
which spaces to avoid. “
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Trapping

Best Trapping Game

Trap!

Free

Version: 1.00
Matt Wachowski

Take ownership of increasing swaths
of real estate on your phone’s screen
by carefully boxing up sections and
avoiding the bouncing balls. You cre-
ate these boxes by drawing lines on
the screen, “capturing” the space in-
side them. When you create a box
around a ball, you “trap” it and earn
extra points. Capture more than 70%
of the screen to win and progress to
the next level. You can also trap a
variety of special balls to give you
extra life, speed, and other bonuses.

ALL BOXED IN: Start
drawing a line by sliding
your finger a small distance,
either horizontally or verti-
cally. If a moving ball hits
your line before it reaches
the edges, the line disap-
pears and you lose a life.
(reate boxes to capture
screen area or trap ballsin a
confined area.

NEED FOR SPEED: Tap
the blue bar labeled SPEED
on the right side to cause
your next line to zip across
the screen almost instantly.
These moves are limited
(check the top of the screen
to see how many you have
|eft), but you can eam more
by capturing speed balls in
your boxes.



Best Pinball Game

Pinball

Free

Version: 1.1.7

Magma Mobile

Shake the table all you want and never
tilt with this Android-based pinball
game. It doesn’t use your phone’s accel-
erometer to allow you to influence the
motion of the ball, but given how easy it
is to rock your phone while you're
pressing the flippers, perhaps that’s ac-
tually a feature. You have the option to
control flippers with the touchscreen or
with customizable button presses (for
phones with a physical keyboard).

PINBALL WIZARD: (apture the feel of tradi-
tional pinball with boards reminiscent of the big
arcade machines. Begin by launching your ball
with the spring on the right (it doesn't seem like
you can adjust the force, so just press with your
finger) and watch the targets ding. Use your

flippers to keep the ball up and out of the qutters.
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FANCY FLIPPERS: The Pinball app offers five
different tables to choose from, including a 60s
theme (shown on the left), Android land (shown
below), Invaders (in the style of Space Invaders),
Soccer, and Underwater. So score a goal, zap an
alien, or take aim at a robot. [t's all in good fun.
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Marbles

Best Labyrinth Game

' ENERGY FIELDS: The
14 B y v ,‘- 5 ST object of the game is to

Y/ . activate (tum blue) all of the
Kumpa Pl @ @bl
N 'L "' ar gt » » ¥ »

energy fields on the level,
Free g

which enables you to tele-
port on to the next level

Version: 1.1.0 ) v ; ’ ¢ (each level is locked until

greenrobot e Sy X you complete the previous
g 46 X S ~‘ ) '

You know those games where you have “gl w ‘\l @ @

to use gravity and the tilting of the LARY Pl A AF Y }'

board to navigate a marble through the W S W @ ‘

maze? Well, take away the physical DEATH TRAPS: Asyou

‘! - '& one). Each level is timed;
} | thetime you have left is
board and add a story, some adventure, - % g. ; C [J, 2
. o ‘ i S g make your way through the
TORBENIW T >

corner.

shown in the upper-right
and a few other fun features and you maze, beware of death traps
have Kumpa, an adventure game that hind (the black and red holes
takes you through the labyrinths of shown in the screenshot on

ancient Incan temples. Like the tradi- | thelefl), slick metallic
fluids, cracks in the floor,

and other obstacles. These
were put in place by the

| Incan gods to foil your
attempts to navigate the
1 temples.

tional game, Kumpa relies on gravity
(via your phone’s accelerometer) to
move the ball. Tilt your phone to move
through the maze, activating energy
fields to teleport to other temples.




Best Marbles Game

FUNNIES: Touch a marble

with your finger and drag

away from it to create an
CeStOS FU” amow in the direction you
Free want to send your marble.
Version: 1.34 The length of the amow
Chicken Brick Studios defines how far the marble

will go. Set up all of your
marbles in this way and
when you're ready for
action, hit the scroll bar.

Cestos allows you to take your mar-
bles from the playground to your
phone, where you can play with your
friends in real time. This multiplayer
marbles game lets you find your

friends or meet new competitors in LOSE YOUR MARBLES:
the lobby. Chat and socialize while Avoid the pits while trying
you whack each other’s marbles into {0'send your opponents

marbles down them. Mines
won'timmediately destroy
your marbles, but you'll lose
one if it hits enough mines.
Ifyou lose, demand a
rematch to challenge your
friend or foe to another one.

pits, over mines, or into other obsta-
cles. To win, be the last player with at
least one marble remaining on the
map. Successes unlock new customi-
zations for your marbles’ avatars.




Car Racing

Best Car Racing Game

s B -

Raging Thunder

Free Lite / €3.00 Full version
Version: 1.0.7
Polarbit AB

One of the most popular car games ever
for mobile phones (especially on the
iPhone), Raging Thunder is now avail-
able in the Android Market. Movement
in this realistic 3D course is controlled
by the accelerometer in your phone.
Just hold it like a steering wheel and tilt
right or left to turn. Pitch the phone
forward to speed up and pull it back to
slow down. While the Lite version of-
fers only one playable level and one
choice of car, the Full version gives you
other gameplay car choices.

BURN RUBBER: The
different race modes offered
in the Full version of the app
allow you to race against
time, CPU, or up to three
friends . Choose your car,
select your track, get your
friends behind the wheel,
and start your engines for
the virtual ride of your life.

UP TO SPEED: Though
you'll get the hang of steer-
ing with practice, it's a little
tougher to catch up with the
(PU-controlled competitors
without tilting the phone so
far forward you can't see the
screen. After a few practice
runs, you'll perfect your
rading technique.



Best Powerboat Racing Game

Wave Blazer

Free Lite / €3.00 Full version

Version: 1.0.4

Polarbit AB

Like Raging Thunder (also by Polarbit),
Wave Blazer uses your phone’s acceler-
ometer to control your movement. Here,
it makes it feel like your boat is really
speeding across the rich aquatic land-
scape, whether it’s in a spectacular natu-
ral setting or a fetid city sewer. The Full
version offers a choice of boats (the Lite
version has only one) and three playing
modes to choose from: Grand Prix,
Time Trials, and Arcade (the Lite has
only Arcade). The Lite version times out
quickly, so if you're having fun, pay a
few Euro for the real thing.

I'M ON A BOAT: You
really feel like you're speed-
ing through the waterways
when you steer your boat
through the course. Tilt your
phone left or right to tum,
tip forward to speed up, and
pull back to slow down.
Watch out for the hazards,
oryou'll find yourself float-
ing in a corner.

WAKEY WAKEY: Leave
other boats in your wake
when you make your turns.
Hit ramps head on to land
on course. If you find your-
self off course and out of
control, hitting the Auto
Pilot button will give you a
few seconds to get your
boat back on track.




Futuristic Racing

168

Best Light-Racing Game

Light Racer 3D

Free Basic / $2.49 Full version
Version: 1.2e
Battery Powered Games, LLC

Take yourself into the futuristic Tron-like envi-
ronment of light-trailing motorcycles racing to
the death in a graphically rich 3D world. Rather
than racing to a finish
line, the object is to

force your opponent to
crash into the blue
stream of light in your
wake (which acts like a
wall) and avoid crashing
into the yellow stream of
light in your opponent’s
wake.

MASTER CONTROL
PROGRAM : The graphics in this
game are great, and the 3D point
of view puts you in the middle of
the action for added excitement.
But that perspective comes with a
price: it's much harder to know
the whereabouts of your oppo-
nent (and his trail) without the
broader birds-eye view of the
original 2D Light Racer.

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Light Racer

Free

Version: 2.0f

Battery Powered Games LLC

®
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If you don't need the graphics of

the 3D version, the original 2D

version of Light Racer lets you see

the whole board and action from a

much clearer vantage point.




Best First-Person Shooter Game

ToonWarz

Free Demo / €3.00 Full version
Version: 1.0.7
Polarbit AB

These days, no gaming platform is
complete without a good first-person
shooter, and ToonWarz is the best out
there for Android. Go on a single-
player mission by yourself, or play
real-time death matches with your
friends (Full version only). You can
move around by tilting your phone
(relying on the built-in accelerometer)
or sliding the on-screen controls with
your fingers. ToonWarz supports mul-
titouch on Android 2.0 devices, but
you may prefer the precision of a
physical keyboard or a trackpad.

ON A MISSION: The Full
version offers three skill
levels and four missions for
avariety of playing scenar-
ios. There’s not much action
in the demo and it times out
pretty quickly, so ifyou like
the feel of the game you'll
want to get the Full version
for serious playing.

FIRE AT WILL: With the
screen controls, you have all
your options at the touch of
afinger. Walk around by
pressing and dragging the
button on the left, look
around with the button on
the right, select your
weapon by pressing the
weapon icon, and fire away
by pressing the crosshairs.
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Tower Defense

Best Tower Defense Game

N TV ——

Robo Defense

Free trial / $2.99 Full version
Version: 1.2.0
Lupis Labs Software

If you prefer to take your time and
focus more on strategy than the speed
of your reflexes, you’ll love tower de-
fense games. The Market has more
than a few to choose from, but the
most popular is Robo Defense. As
with all games in the genre, the goal is
to stop invaders by building towers to
shoot at them as they pass. For each
move, purchase and place your tow-
ers, upgrade them, move them to
more strategic locations, and then
brace yourself for the attack.

Level1.y

LINE OF FIRE: Use your
money wisely to purchase a
few towers to add to your map
(click on the prices at the
bottom of the screen for details
on each tower). Drag them
with your finger to a strategic
location, and then begin the
first wave of attack. After that,
it's out of your hands, as your
tower takes over the actual
shooting.

TOWER DEFENSE: The
more money you earn by
destroying enemies, the more
and better towers (and
stronger and faster weapons)
you can afford. The free version
includes all tower options and
11 difficulty levels, but only
one map. Upgrade to the Full
version for much more variety.



&> HONORABLE MENTION

Retro Defense
Free Lite / $4.99 Full version
Version: 1.2.3

Larva Labs Ltd.

Retro Defense is another great tower
defense game—so great that it’s hard to
relegate it to honorable mention status.
Though the classic look and more realis-
tic graphics likely make Robo Defense
more popular, I prefer the simpler look,
feel, and sound of Retro Defense. Like
other tower defense games, you buy and
build your defenses to prepare for an
enemy attack. Place your towers strate-
gically (you’ll have to use your imagina-
tion a bit, as 2D tower isn't a “tower” per
se) and wait for the neon invaders.

BEST DEFENSE: After you select a tower for
purchase, drag it with your finger to a cell on the
qrid (the green area in the middle is the path the
invaders take through the map). When you'e
satisfied, select Next Wave to trigger the next pass
of invaders to come charging down the screen.The
Lite version of the game offers just one level, but
the full version includes 24.

TOWER MARKET: Between waves, you can
purchase new towers, upgrade existing towers, or
move your towers to more strategic locations,
based on the results of the previous wave. Both
free and paid versions of the game include 12
upgradeable tower types, 6 invader types, and 3
types of bonus tower.




Nintendo

Best Nintendo Emulator

Nesoid

Free Lite / $3.49 Full version
Version: 1.7
yongzh

Feeling nostalgic for those old 8-bit
games, or just in the mood to go retro?
Nesoid isn't a game, but rather a plat-

form on your Android phone for play-
ing the old NES games you used to
love. And there are plenty of public
domain and freeware NES console
games out there for you to find. Search
for a ROM (a read-only memory file
from the original cartridge) online by
opening a browser window from the
app. Then, download it to your phone
and load it up in Nesoid to get playing!

DOWNLOAD: Choosing
Search ROM from within
Nesoid opens your browser
to Rom Find (romfind.com).
You can also go to any URL
that hosts files, like PDRoms
(pdroms.de/files/NES), which
carries public domain ROMs
such as Bombsweeper
(pdroms.de/files/1247),
shown here.

LOAD AND PLAY: After
downloading and saving a
ROM to your phone, your
system will recognize it and
launch Nesoid, or you can
browse to games like Sack of
Flour (pdroms.de/files/1259)
from within the app. The Lite
version will get you far, but
buying the full version en-
ables you to load game states.



Best Role-Playing Game

ARM YOURSELF: “Gems"”are an in-game
currency you can spend on health upgrades,
weapons, and other items. The free version of the
game comes with 20 gems; if you want more
gems for your character, you can buy various
packages at around 10 cents a gem (50 gems for
$4.99, 100 gems for $9.99, 200 gems for $19.99,

Dungeon Quest

Free 20 gems, more at various prices and so on).
Version: 1.82.AG1.000
Moblyng Cobe: 18 Income
‘ll'ff“lh ‘l‘fﬁ." Pl"l.ﬂh Lewel 'uf’

Another throwback that might satisfy a
nostalgic urge, Dungeon Quest simu-
lates the style of play found in the old
Dungeons and Dragons game. Choose
your character and avatar, pick your

Weapons

weapons, select a mission, and go on a
quest in this fantasy role-playing game.
Win fights or accomplish feats to gain
the strength and experience needed to
advance to the next level. Play against
your phone or challenge your friends,
either on their phones or through
Facebook.

WHAT’S YOUR DAMAGE?: To gain experience,
challenge another character to a fight. Just chal-
lenge them and press FIGHT to instantly see the
outcome of your duel. Results will be based on
your relative strengths, health, and weapons.

GoMt: 119
Serength

Lrxome

Staming e alth Lewel Party
¥, ¥ :

Defeat! You lost




Best Texas Hold 'Em Game

DEAL ME IN:This game
a brianaswye isn’t for wallflowers, as
) - ; , T
(% 1000 there’s no option to just play
W against your phone. Once

Play online you have your avatar set up,
logintofind a virtual table

Red Poker Club

My buddies

:’lree_ 2o with other real people
ersion: 2.0. ) .
Somabi Win S00K credits! playing on their own
Il phones. Create a buddy list
Play the style of poker that’s become a Settings ofregulars, or get to know
favorite with professional gamblers, W . - the COmImsi) Tavegh The
P 8 = Help & Support game’s Facebook fan page.

celebrity players, and sports enter-
tainment outlets in this flashy, multi-

Click here to chat

player version of Texas Hold ’Em. You o & o F HOW TO PLAY: Start

get $5,000 in chips daily (virtual, not BRI B ith two cards in your hand
the real thing!). Just log in, find your- > and fve corl1’mun|ty cards.
> Bet on what's in your hand
. before any community

» -‘: .. : 4

self a table, and start gambling with

other players. It takes a little time to CALLTO $2 cards are shown (this stage
get comfortable with the mechanics of @ is known as“the blind”),
how the game works, but that could - — T then again when the first
also be said of Texas Hold ’Em itself. ' ’ E «’r Add Buddy three are shown (“the
— (L | ™ flop”), and so on. The best
D (AR E VAN five-card poker hand wins.




Best Solitaire Game

Fun Towers

Free
Version: 1.4
blatter.com

No gaming platform is complete
without a solid solitaire app. Fun
Towers is a variation on the standard
solitaire we've all played to death on
our computers. Instead of creating
stacks of suits above the dealt hand,
you pull cards from the layout back
into your stack. The basic concept is
the same: match cards one value apart
from each other to reveal hidden
cards beneath them. You have to
hurry, though, because you get only a
limited amount of time before the
game ends.

= J KD 11

THE DEAL: Press a card
with a value one higher or
one lower than the card
revealed next to the stack at
the bottom of the screen.
This will send the match to
your stack and turn over the
card beneath it. If you don't
have any moves with the
a@rds in front of you, press
the stack to reveal a new
qard.

TIME RUNNING OUT:
The red bar in the lower-
right comer shows your
time ticking down, but it
doesn't tell you exactly how
many seconds you have to
complete the game. Butas a
spedial service to readers of
this book, we can say that
you get two minutes total.
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Best Chess and Checkers Games

Checkers
for Android

Free
Version: 2.1.1
Aart Bik

Chess
8 for Android

Free

@ Version: 2.1.1
Aart Bik

—_—

SMOKE BEFORE FIRE: Checkers shares the
features of Chess, allowing touchscreen or
trackball input, highlighting possible moves, and
the option for mandatory or optional captures.

THE GAME OF KINGS: The Chess app takes

touchscreen, trackball, or keyboard input. Select a
C h ess an d C h ec ke rs move and valid possibilities are highlighted, as is
fO r A n d ro | d your last played move.

There are plenty of apps in the Market

= . & 12:51 Bt = . KD 11:21 |

for the classic games of chess and
checkers, but these selections should
save you some valuable searching time.
With simple graphics and few features,
Aart Bik has created two games that
give you everything you need for play-
ing chess and checkers on your An-
droid phone. No frills here, but it’s solid
and stable, and most fans of the games
would prefer functionality over flashy
pieces and boards any day. Both games
offer play at various levels, a record of

moves, and undo up to eight plays.




Best Sudoku Game

~

Sudoku Free

Free / $1 99 Premium version
Version: 8.1.5
genina.com

There’s no shortage of sudoku games in
the Market, but weeding through them
all to find the best can really drain your
game-playing time. This version from
genina.com has the most intuitive and
accessible interface, allowing input from
touchscreen, trackball, or keyboard. It
also features a history record, the ability
to upload results to track your progress
on the Internet, and competitions with
other players in the community.

BASICS AND FEATURES: To play, fill in the
grid with numbers such that every row, column,
and 3 x 3 box contains every digit from 10 9.
When you press a box in the grid (or select it with
your keypad or trackball), you see all the number
options for that space. Just select the number to
fill in the square.

HINTS AND SOLUTIONS: Each of the four
difficulty levels offers hints upon request and the
ability to undo or redo a move. At any time, you
(an choose to validate the puzzle to see whether
what you have so far is correct. If you find yourself
stuck and ready to give up, just ask for the solu-
tion. The Premium version is the same as the free
version, but without the ads.

L = i KD :1:10 L = . KD :1:11
1] 2] 3 HHE BRISRERErE
4|5 | o L sl
7|8 |0 g i ersele
O |Backi gt (617 ol 4 3 2[5 8l

2 9| |7]6 2/8[5]9[1/7]6/4!3




Best Word-Search Game

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Wixel
Free Lite / $1.49 Full version
Version: 1.1h

Battery Powered Games, LLC

WORD SEARCH: Occasionally, the touchscreen
is a little too sensitive when you're sliding your
fingers across to make a word (selecting letters
adjacent to the one you want), so it might be nice

Choose a 4x4 or 5x5 game

W or d U | fo havg an option to select letters indi_vidually. Still, board in a clean, attractive in-
‘ when it works (which is most of the time), not face. See plaved ds and

Free /52 99 Full version having to hit Enter sure does speed things up terface. See played words an

Version: 1.2.3 ‘ track your statistics. The full

Anthrological Time: 1:18 Score: 4 points
Found 4 of 57 words (T%)

version includes online play.

Min Word Length: 3

Word freaks have a few quality op-
tions for games that look and feel like
Boggle, but WordUp! gets everything
just right. Presented with a grid of
letters (choose between 3x3, 4x4, or
5x5), find as many words as you can
in the jumble by connecting letters
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.
Set your minimum word length and
time limit, and get solving. If you're
stuck, rotate the board. Buying the
upgrade disables ads but doesn’t give R " S O
you any additional features. Discover
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Best Crossword Puzzle

Crosswords

Free
Version: 0.9.9
Tea.ch

Addicted to crosswords? This app
gives you a clean, simple interface to
play the wealth of puzzles archived
online in the popular Across Lite
format used by electronic versions of
many daily newspapers, including the
New York Times. Load .puz files from
your SD card or go to the app page at
crosswords.tea.ch to find links to cur-
rent and older puzzles online. No
matter where you are, with this app
you’'ll never run out of puzzles when
you need your fix.

BN @ a28pm

Reveal Crossword

Reveal Letter

@

More

PUZZLER:The New York
Times offers classic cross-
word puzzles like this one
for free. Just navigate to the
page from the Crossword
Sources link at
crosswords.tea.ch and select
“Solve this puzzle in Across
Lite"to download and start
playing. You'll need to be a
Premium Times subscriber
f0 have access to today's
puzzle.

CROSSWORD CLUES:

Select a box to highlight the

fow or column and see the

Clue at the bottom of the

screen (as shown above).

Zoom out to see the entire

board, or zoom in to focus

on one area. You can also

get hints by revealing a

|etter, a word, or the solu- —~
tion to the whole puzzle. 179




Brain

Best Brain Workout Game

L &

Brain Genius Deluxe

Free
Version: 1.16
Glu Mobile

Give your brain a daily workout to keep
yourself sharp, or really test yourself
with deeper challenges in this game
designed as a fun way to increase your
mental performance. With 24 original
touch and motion-controlled games,
Brain Genius Deluxe trains your brain
in observation, memory, calculation,
and reasoning. Who says video games
have to numb your brain? Even if that
were true (and it’s not), you can tell the
doubters that this one is actually made
to enhance your thinking power.

MIND GAMES: Theres a variety of games to
choose from, but you need to progress through
each category in order (each question requires
you to solve the previous one before it's un-
locked). Progressing through levels increases your
brain rating, and when your rating gets high
enough, a few bonus games (Sudoku, Sliding
Puzzle, CrossPix, and Jigsaw) unlock to challenge
you even further.

Davlu Exére
More Glu

SINOLE Exéreise

s
-
-
-
-
*
-
-
>
-

DAILY EXERCISE: The game’s animated profes-
sor, Dr. Labadini, can be a little patronizing with
his unnecessary teasing, but sometimes the most
frustrating coach can give you the best workouts.
The professor strongly encourages you to test
yourself every day, but if you can get through the
snark, the exercises are actually worth trying out
whenever you feel like it.

In the st of today's 4 exercises
we'll be exercising the 'Observation’
part of your bran

In FALL, leaves, of up 10 4 different
colours fall from & tree and you
have 10 tell me which colour leal you
saw the most of




Best Math Workout Game

.!._
- X

Maths Workout

Free Lite / €1.49 Full version
Version: 1.59
Workout Games

Another daily mental exercise game,
Maths Workout tests your ability to
solve math problems in your head and
improves your mental arithmetic. See
how well you can do basic addition or
subtraction in your head, try for speed
with multiplication and division chal-
lenges, play the Maths Blaster (kind of
like Space Invaders, but you “shoot”
math problems with correct answers), or
compete in the online world challenge.
The Brain Cruncher game and custom-
izable wallpapers are available in the full
version only.

MENTAL ARITHMETIC: Maths Workout tests
your ability to do simple math in your head while
progressing through a series of steps. Keep the first
solution in your mind and apply the operation that
follows to determine the final result. Each game
starts off pretty easy, but more challenging levels
are unlocked as you progress.

LET’S REVIEW: If you fail the exercise and you
just want confirmation of your result, you have the
chance to review all operations in the segment
after you complete all the steps. When things start
speeding up, you might be surprised how difficult
it can be to complete even simple operations
under pressure.

¢ 30 = 4 B 11:30

Divide by 7
—







Your Android phone has the potential to be the Swiss Army Knife of
mobile devices—with the right stuff, it can do just about anything
you need. All you have to do is load it up with apps that transform
your phone into whatever you need it to be.

For instance, when you travel, you might use your phone to track
expenses and keep in touch with family. But if you want to wring the
highest performance out of your device, you’ll also want apps that
help you get the most out of your battery, GPS, wireless, and other
features.

The utilities in this chapter help you do that and more, from enhanc-
ing the performance of your battery to discovering which apps are
running and taking up the most space and memory. Turn your
phone into a night light or an alarm clock. The Android Market is
full of useful utilities, and in the pages that follow we introduce you
to some of the best. Read on to see how to get the most out of your
Android-powered device.
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Any Cut

Free
Version: 1.2
Jeff Hamilton

Out of the box, your Android device
can create several kinds of shortcuts.
Any Cut lets you create many more.
Choose Activity from the menu, and
you can map your actions, keystrokes,
apps, folders, files, and more to a short-
cut. For example, if there’s a particular
person you end up texting a lot, you can
create an Any Cut Direct Text Message
shortcut for that person and send her a
text with one tap. To use Any Cut, press
and hold on the home screen, select
Shortcut, and choose Any Cut.

MAP TO ANYTHING: This app lets you map
directly to a phone call, text message, activity, or
other action. For example, by clicking Activity and
then Wireless & Network Settings, you can create
a shortcut to your WiFi settings, eliminating the
need to install a separate WiFi management
utility. Similarly, you can set other Activity short-
cuts to take the place of various system manage-
ment utilities.

CINYE)
Direct call
Direct text message

Activity

Make your own

8@ 12:240m

LIST OF EVERYTHING: If you want to map it,
chances are it's in the Activity list. | created a
shortcut to send a text message to my teen
daughter, and another that brings me to Amazon
MP3, where | can see the top-selling songs on
Amazon. Shortcuts can be placed on any home
screen; you may want to dedicate one screen to
all your shortcuts, and then launch activities from
there.

S0MHAA M@ a00pm

Alarm Clock
Amazon MP3

Android keyboard settings
Androlib Wallpapers

Andrometer 1.0

Any Cut

NS
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dg QuickCut

Free
Version: 1.2
Mike DG

SHORTCUT OR DROPCUT: dg QuickCut
offers two types of quick access. Creating a short-
Cut puts an icon on any screen you want, whereas
a dropcut appears in your system notification bar,
S0 you can get to it from wherever you are. You
(@an also create a quicklaunch keyboard shortcut,
so if you find yourself constantly opening a cer-
tain app, map it to two keys on either side of your
phone for quick access.

@ HONORABLE MENTION

BetterCut

$199
Version: 2.0
Better Android

EOAHA Wl 9:20am
di QuickCy
dg QuickCut lets you create
various shortcuts

Why mess around with pushing a This is an enhanced alternative to

bunch of buttons or navigating
through endless screens to get to

AnyCaut that also lets you create home
screen shortcuts. To create a shortcut
the app or document you want?
With dg QuickCut, you can cre-
ate a shortcut that you activate
with a key, or add shortcuts to

with BetterCut, press and hold your
finger down on the screen, tap short-
cut, and then choose BetterCut. This
simple process allows you to easily

Create Dropout Delete A Dropout

Quicklaunch Shortcuts

the system notification bar or to
one of your home screens. This

map all kinds of activities to a short-
cut. BetterCut offers quick access to
app also includes toggles for

wireless options, including GPS,

WiFi, and Bluetooth.

system settings, shortcuts to activities

Create a QuickLaunch (Search + Letter) and phone calls, and more.




ConnectBot

Free

Version: 1.5.5

Kenny Root and Jeffrey Sharkey

Sometimes you need to communicate
with a Unix, Linux, or Mac server over
a terminal connection to perform sys-
tem maintenance, check your mail, or
run some other app. ConnectBot allows
you to connect to servers over Telnet or
SSH (Secure Shell), and can also open a
local command-line prompt on your
Android device. Once you've opened a
session, just type your Unix commands
and see the output on the 80-column
screen that appears.

CLEAN AND SIMPLE: ConnectBot is nothing
more than a terminal window that allows you to
communicate with a remote or local shell. To
connect, tap the menu button labeled“ssh”in the
lower-left corner, and choose ssh, telnet, or local.
If you're connecting to a remote server over SSH
orTelnet, you'll have to log in with your password
before you can run any commands..

OrMMAMNy X 701em|

SIMPLE CAN BE HUGE: Suppose you manage
a website, and something crashes just as you're
sitting down to a fancy dinner at the hip new
restaurant in town. If you don’t want to leave
before your main course aives, just fire up Con-
nectBot, restart your web server, and you're good
to go. You can even poke around the server logs
while you're in there, to make sure everything's
running as it should.




Android Terminal Emulator

Free
Version: 1.0.4
Jack Palevich

Lurking under the hood of your Android
device is a Linux-based operating sys-
tem. You can use Android all day with-
out even thinking about it, but if you
want to, you can peek beneath the sur-
face by installing Android Terminal
Emulator. This app opens up the com-
mand line, a sometimes cryptic interface
to the deepest parts of Android. You use
the command line to type commands
into the shell. For example, “1s” lists the
files in your current directory, and “cd”
changes your current directory to some-
where else on the Android filesystem.

KEY MAPPING: In a reqular terminal emulator
you need to type a lot of keystrokes using the
(ontrol key, which isn't present on the Android
keyboard. Android Terminal Emulator lets you use
the scroll ball in combination with a keystroke to
send Control sequences. This is especially useful
when you use a text editor or other program that
(depends on the Control key.

EHA B E® 649 Am

(® Press Ball and Key

Ball Space ==> Control-@ (NUL)
Ball A..Z ==> Control-A..2

Ball 1 ==> Control-{ (ESC)

Ball 5 ==> Control-

Ball . ==> Control-\

Ball 0 ==> Control-]

Ball 6 ==> Control-A

ARE YOU REALLY CONNECTED?: Wondering
why you cant reach a website even though you
have a solid network connection? Fire up Android
Terminal Emulator and use the“ping” command to
see whether the site is really up. If you can't reach
it, or if the times shown are very long (more than a
few hundred milliseconds), try pinging another
website. If the results come back quickly, then the
first site is probably down temporarily.
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alrackDog

Free

Version: 3.1.1

Sam Lu

aTrackDog is a great app for tracking all
the apps you have installed. Various
settings allow you to view your apps by
size or name, and you can see at a
glance which ones need updating. You
can view the size of each app as well as
old and new version numbers. There’s
also a button to take you directly to
your phone’s application settings, where
you can force quit, uninstall, or clear an
app’s cache. This app was invaluable in
writing this book, as many of the apps
covered here were updated multiple
times in a little more than 2 months.

QUICK UPDATING: To update your apps, select

COMPARE LISTS: The Export App List menu the option to Install from the Market. If you have a
item allows you to get a list of all your apps and credit card tied to your Google Checkout, you can
version numbers and either send the list toyour-  proceed quickly and update your free and paid
self or save it on your SD card. You can send the list ~ apps. You can also uninstall the app or quit track-

to friends and tell them which apps you like, or ing the version. Tapping and holding an item will
copy the contents to the clipboard and paste them  bring up more information, including the option
into an email or an Evernote note. to share with a friend.

kDog - Ap|

g Tasker

o Transdroid

M Unavailable

= # \WeFi Connect
CA )

’Q Where

W Aloga

A\ 58 debugging connected SHAa BE @ 3:46pm

Share with friend

¢ I o
Donate aTrackDog(SD) Export App List
- s Details

Jpdate App List Most

Popular Settings
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Advanced Task
Killer

Free / $4 99 Full version

Version: 1.7.0.34

ReChild

Did you know that leaving an app
does not necessarily mean the app
stops running? Many apps stay
open to gather information about
a variety of things, including your
GPS location, connection state,
security status, and other items.
Advanced Task Killer can stop
those apps and free up some
memory, while at the same time
coaxing a few more hours out of
your battery. Just shut down any
unnecessary apps and run only the
ones you absolutely need.

IGNORE LIST: To make sure you don't kill any
apps that you really need, create an ignore list that
will leave the specified apps unharmed. Use the
settings to decide whether you want the app to
start up when you power your phone on. Ad-
vanced Task Killer also lets you specify what to do
when you tap or tap and hold on an app.

S840 BH@ s:38pm |

availal Memory: 26M

KILL selected apps

a Phonebook
m STFU
é Mobile Package Tracker

e Google Voice
-~
g

Lookout Mobile Security

S ssags

G' Advanced Task Killer Free

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Quick Uninstall

Free
Version: 1.0.2
David Blackman

You know how it happens. You
load up your device with a bunch
of cool apps, use them for the
better part of a week, and then
poof—you lose interest. With this
simple tool, you can delete your
“so last-week” apps quickly and
efficiently. Just open it up to view
a list of your installed apps. Tap
the app in question, and you’ll be
prompted to uninstall the app or
cancel, leaving it unharmed. This
is a quick, easy way to get rid of a
bunch of apps at once.
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Power Manager

Free / $0 99 Full version

Version: 1.6.3

X-Phone Software, Inc.

You've probably figured out by now that
running all these apps, especially graphi-
cally rich games, can really suck the life
out of your battery. Power Manager will
help you extend battery life and manage
the power usage of your phone. You can
set up different profiles and quickly switch
between them when you need to conserve
your remaining power; for example, when
your battery reaches 30% or less, you can
set your phone to not synchronize with
Google. This allows you to preserve your
battery for phone calls and other high-
priority things when you're running low.

PROFILES: Power Manager comes with several
preloaded profiles that you can select from.
(Choosing one of the default profiles is a great
option, but you'll likely want to create your own
customized profiles for specific needs. You can also
edit the standard profiles if you just want to tweak
them slightly. In this way, your phone can adjust
to the situation and regulate how quickly you
chew up the battery.

HALH

Manages W

| me
_ | e

(Battery)

Battery powered

Low battery

Battery<=30)

/C powered

Computer powered

Browsing mode

‘@l @ 8:48 Am |

CUSTOMIZE YOUR POWER CONSUMP-
TION: If you choose to create your own profiles,
Power Manager has seven settings that you can
fine-tune to control battery usage. The“trigger”
allows you to set a condition (such as a spedific
battery level), and you can determine how to
change the settings when the phone hits that
condition.

'@CﬂﬂA @ 11:28am
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BatteryLife

Free
Version: 1.3.3
CurveFish

BatteryLife installs as a widget that
you can access from your home screen
or any other screen you put it on. To
install, just tap and hold on some
open real estate on your screen; when
prompted, tap Widgets and select Bat-
teryLife. Once you've added it, it will
show you the amount of battery left.
This simple, straightforward app
doesn’t manage power for you or any-
thing like that, but it does what it
should: display the status of your bat-
tery in a large, readable format.

FOCUS ON THE TASK: Since this is just a
battery meter, you have few options to set.
One nice feature is that you can set the colors
of the battery icon to change as you drain your
power. For example, you could set it to change
from blue to yellow to bright pink as the
battery goes down. That way, you don't have
t0 squint at the status bar to tell when you're
running low—the pink battery is your sign
that you need to recharge.

S00HA
. ., Batterylife

@ 400pm

Press te open editer

0 HONORABLE MENTION

Battery Graph

Free

Version: 12

Morgan H

This simple graph program shows
your charge over a period of time.
You can export your data and see if
you can figure out what’s causing the
biggest drain on your battery. You
can also set the interval to check
every five minutes or every minute,
and for how many days. Use this in
conjunction with Power Manager

for optimal battery life.

=1 HEG@ anrm
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Open Home (Full)
$399

Version: 3.8

Better Android

Open Home has boatloads of themes that
offer some really cool 3D looks for your
home screen. Some of the best themes will
set you back $0.99 each, so you might end
up paying a little more than just the cost
of the app. In return, you’ll get some awe-
some customizations that take Android
way beyond the defaults. For example,
with Open Home you can group the apps
on your home screen by type, keeping all
your games in one handy place.

EYE CANDY OR FUNCTIONALITY:This
kind of app makes your phone look really neat,
but it’s not just eye candy—it actually helps you
find stuff on your phone. The live folder feature is
truly awesome. You can earmark an app, file, RSS
feed, text message, etc, to be anchored to one of
your Open Home screens. This provides you with
quick access to whatever you use most often.
And if you've ever wondered how to take a
screenshot without using the Android developer
tools, this app has that ability builtin.

LIKE A SALAD BAR: This app has a lof of
customization options for you. Whether you
want interesting fonts, an environmental look
and feel, or something totally wacky, you can
pretty much find the package you want or put
together the pieces to make your own. You
have up to seven screens to customize in what-
ever way you want. So if you decide to organize
your apps by entertainment, communication,
productivity, and lifestyle, you could earmark
one screen for each.
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PandaHome G

YOUR LOOK AND FEEL: Use SlideScreen’s f:riion; 1.8.2
preferences to decide which items are displayed NetDragon Websoft Inc.
. in which order. Once the app is loaded and you
S | | d eS creen press the Home key, you will be prompted to PandaHome works much like Open
5‘2‘;2 'Sflgg '1:“" version decide whether to use SlideScreen or your Home, but it’s a bit simpler. If you just
Larva Labs Ltd. phone’s default Home. You can also set one or want to add straightforward design
the other of them as your default. themes to your phone, this app will

One of the best features of an An-
droid phone is that it is yours, and

do the trick. What’s more, Panda-

Home can load Open Home tem-

you can have it look and behave plates, so you have plenty of themes to

exactly how you want. SlideScreen
lets you customize your phone to

choose from. You can switch between

themes quickly by clicking the menu
a set of preferences; for example,

button and S0MHA BF@nrs
you can split personal and profes- W

then selecting
sional activities on your custom-

ized screen, separated by the

a new theme.

This app is P
weather forecast. This app will
display just about anything youd

quick, easy,

and polished. g 59
Sl .

want to see, including most of the
status bar items, and you can place

them anywhere you want.

Press here 1o buy SideScreen Ao and '
remove this advertisement




Toggle Settings

Free
Version: 2.5.8
cooolmagic

Toggle Settings can instantly configure
many of the settings on your phone, and
it also lets you set up profiles with pre-
sets for those settings. For example, the
Home profile enables data synchroniza-
tion and WiFi but disables Bluetooth.
You can customize this profile however
you like, including adding toggles for all
the settings this app can turn on and off.
If youd rather toggle settings individu-
ally, you can do that with this app as
well. The profiles let you define a group
of settings that are toggled all at once.

TOGGLES AND PROFILES: This app provides

you with two toggle tabs that can have up to PROCESS LISTS: If you dlick the drop-down
eight items displayed for quick selection. That’s a menu at the top of the app, you get a list of all the
total of up to 16 items for quick launch. In addi- processes that are running. ft's nice to be able to
tion, you have eight profiles that modify the see these quickly, and also handy when you're

behavior of your phone. For example, the Charg-  trying to figure out what could be using your

ing Profile shuts down all your processes while the  resources when you want to conserve them. From
phone is charging up, so you get the most charge  here, you can end a process, add it to the ignore
in the least time.

list, or add it to the auto-kill list.

B@suan| EOMBA B @ 4:00pm
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MyBackup Pro

$499
Version: 3.8
RerWare

Sometimes things go wrong, especially
with phones. You could lose your call
logs, apps, SMS history, and other types
of information. But if you have a backup,
it’s no problem. MyBackup Pro makes a
copy of all your data, so if you lose your
phone, drop it in the toilet, or buy a new
one, you will have all your data and apps
ready to restore. MyBackup has a very
simple interface and gives you five op-
tions to work with. Schedule your back-
ups to happen when you're sleeping and
you won't even know that MyBackup
Pro is there...until you need it.

SCHEDULE YOUR BACK UPS: The schedul-
ing feature lets you decide when to back up your
data and apps. | have scheduled my SMS data to
be backed up on Sunday night at 1:46 a.m. be-
cause I'm pretty sure | won't be texting at that
time. | just leave my phone powered on and
everything is taken care of: Once you have your
backup you can view it in table format, which is
easier o read than the text message itself.

QOMAA __BEG soru
MyBackup

e —
® BACKUP
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=) "RESTORE
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¥ MANAGE

v VIEW
3 SCHEDULE

BACK UP ANYTHING: You can back up your
apps and all different kinds of data with just one
click. When you schedule your backup, you can
also choose to back up to the SD card orto a
secure server online. If you choose to back up
online, you'll have to create an account with
RerWare. If you back up to an SD card, consider
having one or more cards devoted only to back-
ups, and keep them in a secure location.

SE0MHA B @ 4:00pm
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APNDroid

Free
Version: 2.0.1
Martin Adamek

The next time you need to save a little

battery life, use APNDroid to shut off
your 3G/EDGE/GPRS data connection
and prevent your apps from trying to
use the network in the background.
You'll still be able to make phone calls,
and you can switch your data connec-
tion back on just as easily as you
switched it off. You can also create a

shortcut on your desktop to launch this
app quickly.

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS: You'll still get those
important phone calls when you disable your data
ONE CLICK: We all like to accomplish thingson  connection, but you won't drain your battery as

our phones with just one tap, saving ourselves fast. And if you check the option to keep MMS
some time and hopefully some aggravation. enabled, you'll be able to send MMS messages,
APNDroid’s one-click action is a quick, easy way to  even with your Interet disabled. Be forewamed,
turn off your phone’s data capabilities. Simply though, that if you uninstall this app while your

drag a copy of the app to your Home screen and connection is off, you'll have a hard time getting
(reate a shortcut to disable your Internet accessin it enabled again. For more details, see
one dlick. http://code.google.com/p/apndroid/.

BEOHA DG 1245em inﬂa K@ 12:4apm

3G/EDGE/GPRS

Hint: Add widget to the Home screen

= 3G/EDGE/GPRS Enabled

Preferences

MMS

Notifications

Disable all APNs .
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Toggle Data =
Widget 3

Free
Version: 2.0
Cameron Murphy

This simple widget can be in-
stalled on your home screen or
any other screen where you can
place widgets. Once it’s there, a
simple click will turn your data
off or on. This app also toggles
the background data usage when
turning WiFi on and off. Turning
off data access will prevent your
background processes from con-
necting to the network and will

help save your battery.

LEAVE MMS GOING: Leaving MMS enabled
allows you to continue to receive MMS messages
even when you've got data tumed off. In order to
use this feature, you'll need to go into your
settings (choose Wireless & Networks, Mobile
Networks, then Access Point Names) and add an
APN (Access Point Name) just for handling MMS.

SOMHA

(® Configure Toggle Data

Leave MMS enabled
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Network ' |
Monitor

Free (with ads) / $0.99 Full version
Version: 1.6.4
AoB

This is a simple tool to monitor your
network connectivity. It can alert you
if you are accessing too much data,
which can be handy if you are roam-
ing overseas and paying extra for
data.

QOMRA  BEG o |

2G/3G Monitor Warning
WI-Fi Monitor Warning
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Apps Organizer

Free

Version: 1.4.5

Fabio Collini

If you're the kind of person who likes to
keep everything in its proper place,
you're going to love App Organizer,
which lets you organize your apps into
labeled groups. It comes with six stan-
dard labels, but you can create your
own labels, as well and customize them
however you choose. For instance, you
might put all your travel apps under a
label called Travel, or fill a Walking la-
bel with apps that track your location,
distance, and so forth. You can also tag
certain apps as favorites.

FAVORITES: Using the Apps tab lets you star
the apps you use the most, like the most, or want
to highlight for whatever reason. If you click and
hold on an item, you'll be prompted to put a label
on it, launch it, or uninstall it. This is pretty nice if
you want quick access to your apps.

Lo0dA
Apps Organt:

——
W 91PandaHome

“ AK Notepad

E Alarm Clock
* B

CLICPRR

»

T “a
New label Reload
Preferences About

LABELS: Using the Labels tab takes things a step
further. From here you can map a collection of
apps to one label and create a shortcut to the
group on one of your screens. If you find yourself
filling up your screens with shortcuts and widgets,
use this feature to group collections of apps
together under one icon. This will help keep your
screen clean and undluttered.

B @ ao0prm
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UltimateFaves

Free / $1 99 Pro version
Version: 2.1.1
Lior Gonnen

UltimateFaves is a great tool for accessing
your favorite apps with a single click. You
can also flag your favorite actions, such as
SMS, contacts, or dialing someone directly.
The interface consists of “carousels” that
can hold up to 18 items each. The free ver-
sion gives you two carousels to work with;
you might start out with a work carousel
and a personal carousel. The Pro version
allows you to install more carousels than
you will ever need. I have a carousel for my
most frequently SMSd friends and another
for my most used apps. It’s a snap to switch
quickly back and forth between carousels.

SPIN YOUR WAY AROUND YOUR
PHONE: (arousels are an easy way to navi-
gate through all the stuff on your phone. For
applications, the carousels show each app icon,
and for contacts, you'll see the picture you have
associated with that person. It would be nice to
be able to customize your app icons, too, but
for now you just get the standard icons.

S00HA

My Carou
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WHEEL THROUGH YOUR ITEMS: This app
lets you map your contacts, phone numbers,
email addresses, texting addresses, and browser
bookmarks. One nice feature is that you can set
the transparency of your items in the carousel,
50 you can choose whether you want it to stand
out or blend into the background.

EHOMBA EHE® «oorm|
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MIX AND MATCH: This app offers 12 different
effects and a color gradient tool that lets you
select the color you would like. So, for example, if
/ you set a base color and then select the strobe
effect, you'll get whatever color you chose along
u with alternating black. This makes for some

interesting contrasts. A word of caution: this app
will wear your battery down quickly, so if you're

COl or Fla S h I I g ht going camping you'll want to bring a reqular old
Free flashlight along too.
Version: 2.6.0

Social & Mobile, Inc.

With the Color Flashlight app, you'll
never be afraid of the dark again. I typi-
cally turn off all the lights in my house
before I go to bed to save energy. On
dark winter nights, this app helps me
navigate around my house until my eyes
become adjusted to the darkness. This
app is all you need to get yourself around
a dark, unfamiliar area, and it can be a
lifesaver when the power goes out.
There’s even a number of cool effects

and colors that you can choose from,

making this app fun as well as useful. ‘

MORE EFFECTS: Ever wish you had your own
police light? This app does a pretty good imita-
tion, and there’s even a sound option to make the
siren start wailing. It's loud and obnoxious, so be
careful where you test it out! There are plenty of
other effects, from a trippy spiral to a disco
inferno.

A

£

#» FREE downloads for your myTouch
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Compass

Free
Version: 1.0.22
Snaptic

Like the Color Flashlight, this tool takes
your device beyond typical phone stuff.
As the name suggests, it provides a
compass that will help you navigate
your way around. Of course, you could
always use Google Maps, MyTracks, or
some other tracking device, but some-
times it’s fun to get your bearings the
old-fashioned way. This easy-to-use
compass app combines the look of a
classic compass with no-frills function-
ality. No wonder it’s the number one
compass app in the Android Market.

NAVIGATE IN STYLE: There are four main
compass types to choose from: Analog, Antique,
Digital, and Simple Digital. You also get three
background settings: None, Sky, and Wood. On the
antique compass, the needle will always point
North; you obtain your directions by looking at the
face of the compass.

EASY TO GET GOING: The Compass app
offers a variety of settings to get you going
quickly. If you choose Display Location, your
current location will be shown on top of the
compass. This pinpointed my home address on
the first try, and subsequent refreshes put me
within a house or two of my location. You can
also set the sensor quality and determine how
often the sensors update the compass heading.

BH@ 400 PM |

Display

Display Location

Buffer Display

Notifications

Vibrate

Compass Sensor

Sensor Type
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Bubble

Free
Version: 1.8.1
Ben Zibble

Bubble is a neat tool that’s been great
for hanging pictures and fixing little
things around my 110-year-old
home. The 360 degree mode allows
you to rotate an item by just the right
number of degrees before you glue,
nail, or tape it down. The traditional
bubble level helps you get a picture or
table absolutely flat or even. One cool
feature is the ability to lock the meas-
urement by tapping on the screen.
There’s even a voice mode that will
speak any changes in your angle as
they happen.

360° MODE: The Bubble app enables you to
move an item in a 360° rotation and still keep it
level. This is useful if you have to level an adjust-
able table or desk. Turn on the Beep and Voice
mode and put the phone on top of the table. You
will know when it’s level, even if you've crawled
undemeath to adjust it.

‘ \ 0
o° I

PRECISION IN SETTINGS: This app gives you
more than 10 settings to tweak. If you have the
Text-to-Speech library installed, Bubble will
speak to you when you've reached a level state.
You can also have the app flash a light or buzz
when it’s level. Enable Tap to Lock to let you lock
in the measurement when you've got it just right.

.Q@mﬂa H B @ 400pm
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Black Background
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Best Reference Apps

MOTOROLA CLIQ™ with MOTOBLUR™

Your Android device can really bail you out when you want to
answer an elusive question, identify the song that’s been stuck in
your head, or verify some obscure fact that’s been driving you nuts.
The Android Market has many excellent apps that bring all manner
of reference material to your fingertips.

Whether you are preparing to compete on Jeopardy! or your high
school debate team, or you just want to impress your friends at par-
ties, this chapter will help you find the apps you need. Do you know
which dictionary works best on an Android device? What apps are
best for reading books, magazines, and newspapers? Is there an
app that will help you identify the planets you are seeing in the sky?
And what kind of app can help you order dinner in Paris, even
though you haven’t spoken French in 20 years?

Whatever the need, there’s an Android app for that, and you’ll find
all kinds of cool stuff in this chapter. Read on and discover some
real gems.
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Best App to Access Wikipedia

Wapedia

Version: 1.6.1
Taptu

Want to access Wikipedia from your
phone with just one tap? This app makes
it easy to explore the pages of Wikipedia
and mark where you've been with
bookmarks and a history file. This is
truly a super way to navigate Wikipedia,
and all the pages and headings are laid
out nicely on your phone’s screen.
Wapedia remembers the page you were
reading last, so you can pick up your
research where you left off.

INFORMATION OVERLOAD: Wapedia lets
you instantly jump from the top of a long docu-
ment to the bottom. You can set a preference for
how much of a page you want to load at once,
and from there you can move up and down the
page with arrows and intuitive navigation. This
app works with other wikis , so in case you ex-
haust the 3 million+ articles on Wikipedia, there’s
tons more for you to browse.

W search wikipe |

more than 3,100,000 articles
of the Wikipedia
encyclopedia.

Change wiki
@ v

Wiktionary, Uncyclopedia

L. Categories
+ In the news
ﬁ Featured content
? Did you know...

% Random articles

SHARE THE KNOWLEDGE: If you find
something wonderful, this app will let you share
it quickly. Click on the Share link and you will be
prompted to share via email, Facebook, or Twit-
ter, orto open the link in a browser. Sharing ideas
with friends and colleagues is a great way to
strengthen social bonds and keep a conversation
going. So go ahead and find, read, and share
with this great resource.

@ Share

Send by mail
Share on Facebook

Share on Twitter

Open in Browser
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Quickpedia
Free

Version: 1.0.7

Next Mobile Web

Q

Quickpedia is a simple app with a

straightforward interface for all
uses. You are given the options of
Search, Featured, Popular, News,
and Nearby. When a Wikipedia
article is displayed on your screen,
the app provides you with the op-
tions to use a Bigger Font or
Smaller Font, Send to Friends, or
Send to Self. You can save your
email address in the settings for
quick mailing in the future, and
navigate to the home page by
pressing the menu key and then
tapping Home. You can also re-
fresh the article, which lets you
read it even when you're offline.

FEATURED AND RANDOM: This app can take
you to a randomly selected article, or you can view
the articles that are currently being featured on
Wikipedia. Quickpedia is relegated to honorable
mention status because it does not allow you to
bookmark your favorite articles.

S0NBA EH® «orm

Quickpedia

P OPTIONS
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Bale Out
Not to be confused with Sallout
"Bale Out”
Song by Lucian Plane

Published YouTube

Released February 2, 2009

m™
Help Settngs Reload
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Droid Dictionary
Free
Version: 1.4
Webcipe

This app is a simple frontend to
definitions, wikis, and thesaurus
entries. It includes a useful “speak”
icon that will pronounce the word
you are looking at. If you download
the Droid Dictionary Plugin
($0.99) from the Market, you can
also save your words and defini-
tions with this app.
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More Apps to Access Wikipedia

@ HONORABLE MENTION

WikiMobile
Encyclopedia

Free
Version: 1.2.1
Bonfire Media, Inc.

This app deserves recognition for being
somehow faster to use than a web inter-
face. I'm not sure how they did this, but
WikiMobile Encyclopedia is super-fast
and easy to use. It scrolls left to right,
like a book. Pressing the Quick Facts
button allows you to skip right to the
most important details on a topic, dis-
playing a short summary that’s perfect
for viewing on a small device like a
phone. This saves you from scrolling
page after page through the whole article
when all you need is a basic rundown.
There’s even an animation of a dog chas-
ing his tail to amuse you as you wait for
results.

DRAWN TO RANDOM: | find myself drawn to
the Random Article feature—it's a great way to
gain new knowledge every day. This app also
brings the most popular articles to the forefront,
and puts your bookmarks front and center for easy
access. Bookmarks are easy to set and remove;
simply press the menu key when you are on an
article you want to bookmark.

EOMAA GEHG «oorm

WIKIMOBILE
Encyclopedia

[ ] Search

Random Article
Popular
My Bookmarks
More...

Bonfire Media

O pl nized for Android

MAKE A SLIDESHOW: If you're reading an
artidle with plenty of images and want to view
them all in one go, you can simply dlick the menu
key, choose Images, and sit back and watch a
slideshow of all the article’s images. This is a nice
feature when you are looking at biology articles
and others with high concentrations of images.

SoMaA

Tim O'Reilly

EH@ a00pm

Tim O'Reilly ( Irish : Tadhg O Raghailaigh)
(born June 6, 1954) is the founder of O'Rellly
Media (formerty O'Rellly & Assoclates) and a
supporter of the free software and open
source movements.

O'Reilly was initially interested in Nterature
upon graduating from high school, but after
graduating from Harvard College in 1975
with a B.A. cum laude in Classics he became
involved in the field of computer user
manuals. He defines his company notas a

d ' Quick Facts
o o O

Images Add Bookmark  Main Menu
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Wikidroid

Version: 1.5
Sirius Applications, Ltd.

This is a good alternative to Wape-
dia and does the important things
well: page layouts are nicely for-
matted for your device, and the
search and share functions are easy
to use. It’s important to keep your
results organized and sharable
when you'’re dealing with such a
large repository of information.
One fun feature is the random con-
tent shuffler, which can bring you
interesting information that you
wouldn’t even have thought to look
for. It’s a great way to learn some-
thing new every day of the year.

BASICS DONE WELL: WikiDroid was built as a

frontend for Wikipedia, so its functionality is pretty
basic. The Bookmarks feature is very nice, but lacks
a history file. The only preference you need to set
is your language. This app is simple and easy to
use, and does a good job of formatting the Mobile
Wikipedia site for your phone.

Single by tathe
from the aldum Overgrown fden
A0 e 20000
¢ q
Share Search

O K

(1!
Add bookmark  Bookmarks Settings

@ HONORABLE MENTION

WikiTap

Version: 0.7
Veveo Inc.

This is a nice interface to Wikipedia
articles that will also lead you to videos
on the subject. Any available videos
related to the article you're viewing
will be displayed across the bottom of
your screen, adding another layer to
your understanding of the topic and
saving you from having to do a sepa-
rate YouTube search. This app also
gives you the option to format the
page, read the regular web version, or
see a table of contents. With a quick
tap of your finger, you can also hide
any of the videos you come across,
which can be handy if you get some-

thing unexpected in your search re-
sults.
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Best Dictionary App

Free Dictionary Org

Free
Version: 2.0
Baris Efe

We all need a dictionary sometimes,
whether it’s to find the meaning of a
word or to confirm its spelling. This
app's killer feature is the automatic sug-
gestions that appear as you type. After
all, if you don’t know how to spell a
word, you need a little help finding it in
the first place! What’s more, once you've
looked up a word, you can copy it to a
note where you can annotate it or add a
picture. And if you speak other lan-
guages, you can load multiple diction-
aries from the Market.

TYPE A LITTLE: Some words are tough to spell.
(For some people, a /ot of words are tough to
spell.) With this app, you can just type part of the
word and your list will start to fill up. You can then
choose the word you'e looking for. This app is a
lifesaver if you want to find a word and drill down
into its meaning. You can also have a word spoken
t0 you, 5o when you think you hear someone
butcher a word, you can confirm your suspicions
before you gently correct them.

SO0MHA HHIO «oorm

Free Dictionary Org

prero

prerogative
prerogative court
prerogative office

prerogatived

prerogatively

N

ANNOTATE AWAY: The annotation feature
works with the 3Banana Notes app, which | highly
recommend you install. Then, you can tap the plus
sign next to the word in Free Dictionary and you'll
be taken to 3Banana Notes, where you can mark
up the definition, take a picture or attach one that
you already have, and make the word your own.
You can also use tags so you can find your notes of
defined words easily. The combination of Free
Dictionary and 3Banana Notes is an invaluable
addition to your phone.

BO00OHA HEG «oorm

android
#definition
Wordnet 3.0
NOUN (1)

1. an automaton that resembles a
human being

[syn: android, humanoid, mechanical
man)

#freedictionary
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WordMate

Free
Version: 1.2
Hongbo

One of WordMate’s most powerful
features is its ability to load extra
dictionaries. You can load dictionar-
ies for both your primary and secon-
dary language, as well as a thesaurus.
Having multiple dictionaries can also
be invaluable if you work in a field
with its own particular jargon. For
example, the Dictionary of Comput-
ing contains technical terms that we
deal with here at O’Reilly every day.
Unfortunately, newer terms like
Cloud and Web 2.0 aren’t included
yet—maybe we'll have to build an
O’Reilly Dictionary that you can
plug into WordMate!

SELECT YOUR PREFERENCE: There are
eight standard dictionaries available from the
Market, and takes just a tap to load one onto
your phone. Once you have all your dictionaries
loaded, it's a snap to choose one to work with.
This app will become better and better as more
specialized dictionaries become available.

SOMHA EHS «oopm |

@ Choose a dictionary

Comprehensive English-
English

Dictionary Of Computing

WordNet
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Quick Dictionary

Free
Version: 1.0.1
Lorenzo Colitti

Quick Dictionary is a simple app
that looks up words using dict.org.
No fancy bells, whistles, or settings,

but the app works well and takes up
very little disk space. The only catch

is that it BONEA  BEG worm|
requires L = _
you to be a
online.
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Best Thesaurus App

English Thesaurus
Dictionary

Free

Version: 1.0.9

Notes

If you're forever searching for just the
right word to communicate your
meaning, this is the app you need. It
even helps you spell out words if you
don’t know exactly what you're look-
ing for and keeps a history of all the
words you look up. This can save you
time if there are certain words you
use all the time and yet can’t quite
keep in your head. Why keep typing
the same thing and trying in vain to
remember something if the app re-
members for you? I really like this
app. Or should I say, I strongly relish
this app.

EXCELLENT FUNCTIONALITY: Ifyou
often use this app to search for words, you'll
build up a history file that shows you all the
words you've looked up and how many
times you've accessed a particular word. This
is very useful, as you can start to see pat-
tems in your word usage. For example, |
tend to look for precision words that add
more clarity to my writing, and my daughter
looks for replacement words so she does not
repeat herselftoo much.

S00HA
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acquie

[N] (Assent): assent, acquiescence
admission, nod, accord, concord,
agreement, affirmation, acknowledgment,
avowal, unanimity, consent, consensus,
HCIMATON, vOx popull, COOPeration.

[V] (Assent): assent, nod, acqueesce,
Agree, recelve, accept, accede, accord,
concur, consent, go along with, subscnbe
to, defer 10, say yes to

[ADJ] (Assent): assenting of one mind,
agreed, acquiescent, content, willing,
uncontradicted, unchallenged,
unquestioned, uncontroverted, agreed,

0 HONORABLE MENTION
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Thesaurus Free

Free / €.99 Full version
Version: 1.1.1
SpeedyMarks

This simple thesaurus brings back
quick results. Each result is itself a
link, and when clicked will bring
back still more different yet related
words. This gives you a quick way to

explore words that are similar in
meaning to what you're looking for,

but not exactly the same. The free
S00HA
Fhrtairut

version has HE©@ eoorm

quite a few
ads, so if Cr—
you're both-
ered by that,
pony up the
€0.99 and
purchase the
full version.




Best App to Listen to NPR News

SCHEDULE YOUR LISTENING: Like most
people, you probably spend most of your day
rushing around. So in those rare moments when
you find yourself alone with just your phone, you
can fire up this app and listen to your favorite NPR
program. If you want to access the unique pro-
gramming found on the local NPR channels, you

NPR News

Free a@n search for stations by call letters or zip code.
Version: 1.1RC1
NPR SO0MHA EHIO «oorm

If you're a National Public Radio junkie
who scans the low 90s on the radio

whenever you're in a car, this is an app e 90.9 FM. Boston
, wbhur . % "R N
you need. You'll be able to access all the ncerm ol

great programming available on NPR,
» Podcasts (5)

plus many of the written articles found
on NPR.org. So whether you are look- S
ing to hear the top stories of the day or WBUR: Dwity news updat
listen to your favorite programs, such
as Fresh Air, On Point, All Things Con-
sidered, Talk of the Nation, Wait, Wait - =
Dor'’t Tell Me, or This American Life, On Point with Tom

Ashbrook
this app lets you tune in even when

Radio Boston

MAKE YOUR PLAYLIST: Do you love a certain
NPR program but never have time to listen to it
when it’s on? Make a playlist with all your favorite
shows. When you browse programs and dlick on
the show you want, you have the option to listen
to it right then and there or add it to a playlist.
When you finally have some time to kill, fire up
this app and listen to your playlist.
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In Search Of The
al Elusive Male
e Shopper

|UstenNow | Add to Playhst

February 13, 2010 8:00 AM
Tyte

by Ashiey Milne

Valentine's Day weekend will see a lot of
men doing something that still comes
unnaturally to most: shopping. More men
shop for everything from food to clothing
than ever before. But marketing experts
say stores could do a better job of

sorei adine man tn v Innosr and enand

you’re nowhere near a radio. 870 Search Of The Shbve Mute Shopper

£ In Search Of The Elusive Male Shopper
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Best Electronic Book Reader

Aldiko

Free / $1 99 Full version
Version: 1.2.6.1
Aldiko Limited

Who needs another expensive device
dedicated to just reading books when
you already have your Android phone
with you? Aldiko gets mobile book read-
ing right, with an eye-pleasing, custom-
izable format (by font, color, margins,
etc.). You can curl up with your favorite
books or take them on the go. Aldiko
will read any ePub file, which you can
import yourself or download through
Aldiko’s online catalog. (Many O'Reilly
Media titles are available in ePub format
from oreilly.com.)

OFF THE SHELF: The attractive dashboard that
greets you when Aldiko launches gives you quick
access to your recently read books, your whole
eBook library, and a portal to a variety of catalogs
where you can download new books. Just choose
anew book to read, or pick up an old one from
wherever you left off. With one click of the menu
button you can search your library for the title
you are looking for.

S0MHA

Recent Reads

EH@ aoorm

Bookshelf

Download Books

]

BROWSE THE CATALOG: Aldiko tapsinto a
variety of sources for discovering both free and
paid books that are available to download.
Feedbooks.com is a great place to find free books,
both original content and classic works culled
from the public domain. Spedialized catalogs
include technical content from O'Reilly eBooks,
romance novels from All Romance eBooks, and
books by independent authors and publishers
distributed by Smashwords.

S0MMHA

Aldiko Online Catalog

Free Public Domain Books

Free Original Books

B @ a00pm

O'Rellly Ebooks

’R All Romance Ebooks

Smashwords

¥
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@ HONORABLE MENTION

WordPlayer

Free
Version: v3
Word-Player Team

WordPlayer lets you choose from
millions of books that are avail-
able from free and public domain
sources. You can choose from
Google Books, Smashwords,
Feedbooks, Movies, Classics,
Banned Books, The Oz Books,
and more. You can also load
books from your SD card if you
have obtained them elsewhere, or
you can use Calibre Libre and
wirelessly transfer books from
your desktop or laptop to your
phone. This great app earns a
strong honorable mention.

ESTABLISH/ORGANIZE YOUR LIBRARY:
This app has three simple ways to organize your
library: by Subjects, Authors, or Cover View. You
can search and sort books according to these three
views, and also bookmark any sections you like so
you can quickly navigate to the spot later. Another
nice feature is the ability to preview a book before
you download.
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0/ HONORABLE MENTION

FBReader

Free
Version: v3
Geometer Plus

If you've already purchased ePub, oeb,

or bb2 (.zip) files you can put them in
the Books directory of your SD card
and read them with FBReader. Use
your USB to connect your computer
to your phone, and you’ll be able to
copy files over easily.

strategy. Failure to select and com-
municate a single strategy creates
significant additional hurdies to suc-
cess. The MurderBoarding process
provides a way for teams to evaluate 4
ideas against the beliefs, needs, and
capabilities of the organization. The
process itselfl s about simphifying re-
quirements, views, and knowfedge 1o
make decsions, and then enriching
the understanding more deeply <o
that the ultimate choice is well
thought through. An organizational
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Best Periodical Reader
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Issuu Mobile

DIGITAL NEWSSTAND: Browse through
Issuu’s categories to get an idea of what's avail-
able, and check out the handy Featured tab to see
what’s hot and recommended by Issuu. This app
also shows you what the community of users has

COLOPHON: Get details on every periodical,
including length, date published, a description,
and comments from previous readers. You can
bookmark an issue for later, subscribe to future
issues, or share an issue with your contacts. If you
like what you're reading, you can also find related

Free rated highest. magazines or Newspapers.
Version: 1.0.0
Issuu ¢ w E W ED 1049 ¢ 0 £ . @D 10:56

Your eBook reader handles your novels
and nonfiction books perfectly, but it’s
useless with the shorter-form and more
ephemeral stuff of magazines and
newspapers. For that, Issuu Mobile is a
good start, offering a great interface for
reading magazines, getting news feeds,
organizing a periodical library, and
managing subscriptions. Its selection is
somewhat limited at the moment, but
the technology is developed well
enough that it could eventually become
your go-to digital newsstand.

iﬁ Categories

Featured Top Rated
Auto & Vehicles

Business & Marketing

Creative

Fllm & Music

Fun & Entertainment

Hobby & Home

Knowledge & Resources

Nature & Animals

Information

june 2009 Women's
Adventure Magazine

Share Subscribe

April 2009
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PAGE BY PAGE: Once you start reading some
magazine articles, you'll begin to understand why
it’s so much more difficult to present graphically
rich media like this as opposed to just simple text.
Layout is important, and youd lose something in
the translation if an article were stripped down to
just its text. Full-page view is great for navigation
and for flipping through pages or sections, but it's
not so hot for reading.

SCRATCH THAT: Thankfully, Issuu does a good
job of giving you the best of both full-page
contextual aesthetics and readability. When
reading in full-page view, just“scratch” the sur-
face (touch and drag a box) to highlight the
selection you want to read and magnify it on the
screen.

Back

As a father of three young children
ages seven and under, 1 hope that
one day they will learn the valuable
life lessons that can be obtained by
participating in sports played with
integrity and honor and without
prohibited drugs. I want them, like
all of our children, to benefit from
the ideal that, in its purest form,
true sport builds character and
promotes the virtues of selfless
teamwork, dedication, and

MORE READABLE: After“scratching” the sur-
face, you'll be much better able to read the mag-
nified view of the section you just highlighted.
You'll even see a thumbnail view of the passage in
context, reminding you of where you are in the
article. Scroll down or over for more, or select the
Back button to zoom in on a different section.
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Best Bible App

Bible

Free
Version: 2.0
LifeChurch.tv

There are more than 20 English-
language translations of the Bible, in-
cluding the American Standard Version,
the Amplified Bible, and the King James
Version. This app includes all of these
and more, packing a total of more than
27 translations. If you are currently
studying the Bible, you will find what
you need in this app. The ability to cre-
ate bookmarks is very handy, and if you
create a YouVersion account, you can
sync your reading with your desktop
computer and phone.

SPREAD THE WORD: When you tap and hold
on a particular verse, you'll be prompted to select
Bookmark, Share, Contributions, Copy, or Clear
Section. Selecting Contributions will take you to a
list of what others have said about the passage.
It’s interesting to read how other people put
different passages into context in today’s world. If
you decide to share, you will be asked which of
your communication tools you want to use.

EHOMAA BN «oorm

Genesis 1

1 In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth. 2 And
the earth was waste and void;
and darkness was upon the face
of the deep: and the Spirit of
God moved upon the face of the
waters. 3 And God said, Let there
be light: and there was

light. 4 And God saw the light,
that it was good: and God divided

shaaes ok i Fy .
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Search Reading Plans | Bookmarks
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Versions Books More

STUDY PLAN: Ifyou participate in a Bible study
group, you may want to select one of the plans
that comes bundled in this app. The plans quide
you inyour study of the Bible, and their timelines
vary from one month to two years. Each plan
suggests an appropriate amount of daily reading
material—about 20 minutes per day. To under-
stand and digest everything in the Bible will likely
take a lifetime, and this app can assist you on
your journey.

SO0MNHA HNG «oorm
Bible
Available Plans

Prof. Horner's Bible Reading S

8 Months

M'Cheyne One Year Reading P

! Year

Outreach New Testament

I Year

Old Testament

2 Years

Psalms

31 Days

One-2-One

25 Days




Best App to Get Your Facts Straight

Useless Facts

Free
Version: 3.7
Qorona

Ever met someone who seems to
know everything about every-
thing? Maybe they’re a genius, but
maybe they just used this app and
filled their cranium with a bunch
of Useless Facts. This app is addic-
tive—once you start scrolling
through, you’ll come across items
that will shock, entertain, amaze,
and enlighten you. You'll like the
ability to email the fact or send it
via SMS message. You can also set
this app’s border, background, and
text colors.

SHARE THE USELESSNESS: Once you
find a fact that you like, dlick“share”and
your newfound useless tidbit will be
queued up for sending via text message or
email. Each time you run the app, the
useless facts are freshly shuffled so you
don't end up reading the same facts in
order.

0 HONORABLE MENTION

9000+ Awesome
Facts

Free
Version: 4.0
Shrav B. Mehta

o800
Facts

If you have some time to kill and you
prefer facts to fiction, get this app and
have some fun. Like the previous app, it
can get addictive as you scroll through
fact after fact, or pick one random fact
after an-
other. You
can also
share the
facts you
find using

email or
SMS.




Speech Translation

Best Speech Translator App

WORDS ARE NO PROBLEM: With this app
it's easy to have a text conversation with someone
who speaks another language. Simply use the
swap feature found in the Settings section of the

TRAVEL ASSISTANT: Want to be more inde- Menu tab to quickly switch from primary lan-
pendent while traveling? Get this app and quit quage to secondary lanquage. This allows you to
Talk To Me walking arund asking people Ifthey speak keep the conversation going smoothly because it
English. You can change your lanquage settings takes just one click to switch languages and one
Free from the main screen or in the settings. more click to text the result.
Version: 1.1.3
Flaviu Negrean Se0MAA Ef@«orn | BOMHA BE@ 400pm |
Al o S 40 At 5 il & 40

This is a great tool for learning the basics
of another language or for communicat-
ing with someone who does not speak
your language. This app can translate
between spoken Spanish, French, Ger-
man, Italian, and English (UK or U.S.).
(Other languages are available for writ-
ten translation.) This nifty tool will serve
you well when you are in a restaurant
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where is the closest public garden Translate

English (United St +

and want to know the specials. Not only
that, but you can order your meal in

. Translate
style, too, since you can also hear how to
say it. What traditional phrasebook can Dove si trova il giardino pubblico
do that? piu vicino

3

7

P




Best Speech and Text Translator App

@ HONORABLE MENTION

Trippo

PRACTICE YOUR SPEAKING: Practicing

Free
pronundiation is an invaluable part of learning Version: 1.0.2
another language. Related Phrases is another Cellictica

cool feature that puts the word you are looking
forin the context of commonly used phrases.
This is a great way to learn a couple of phrases
Free quickly. This app also provides a definition of
Vession: 1.0.25 the word in question, so you'll know that

As its name suggests, Trippo is de-
Goog Ie Tra n Sla te signed specifically for travelers. This
app can translate and speak words

and phrases from more than 20 lan-

L]
Google youfe using it correctly. :
’ . 5 1

This is a great tool, both for learning . gua'ges rr?any morfe anguages are
to speak small phrases of another . available in the written form only

P P ) . v | « You can send the results to friends via
language and for finding dictionary- l morning % || e SMS email
like definitions for the words you . . ’ . trippo

= « Facebook,
type in. You can choose from more o || S fornguese | LR | doth
and other

than 46 languages. Possibly the best * ethods L L .
feature of this app is the ability to manha . : ’ o ° .
simply click on the audio icon to |l . -y ——
hear the word spoken. You can also e : helld
see your history and any translated morning o || ¢ - | W e
words and phrases that you've saved ———— . ™ S
(useful if you find yourself always noun . saudaglo
asking for directions or looking for Related phrases : ) 0
a restroom). Apreciar! *in the morning . ot et 291
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Best App for Avoiding Traffic Snarls

REAL ON THE MAP: This app offers a

number of different views. There's a base

(Google Map, then local traffic is layered on top
RADAR VIEW: This totally cool view uses of that, and if you click Augmented Traffic

Google Maps and live data from your stateand  View, your camera will insert your vehicle into

. local city. As more and more government the scene. How cool s that? Create points of
Augmented Traffic Views bodies see the importance of apps like this, interest to map your route home and you'll see
Free more data will become available. And with what's ahead before you appma(h it. Ve[y
Version: 1.1.0 more data will come more great apps. handy on a snow day in New England.

Augmented Views

This augmented reality app is a great way to
see what the traffic is like in the large met-
ropolitan areas covered by this app. It’s ex-
tremely gratifying to view ugly traffic snarls
that you cleverly managed to avoid. Another
neat feature is the preloaded Points of Inter-
est (POIs). (You can also create your own
custom POls if you're up for a little hack-
ing.) Additionally, you can overlay Phantom
POIs that will alert you of speed cameras,
red light cameras, and other alerts from
PhantomAlerts.com. But you don’'t need
that, because you're carefully obeying all the
traffic laws. Right?




Best App to Contact Congress

Congress

Free

Version: 1.5.3

Sunlight Labs

This app from the Sunlight Foundation
shines a new light on your local legislators.
You can find the legislators that are closest to
your GPS location or search for them by
state, by zip code, or by their last names. You
can see which committees they serve on, and
if there are any news items, Twitter tweets, or
YouTube videos about them out there. This is
a great tool to help you understand who is
making decisions for your state. You also get
phone numbers and websites for each mem-
ber of Congress. This is a handy app for
those who want to get involved, rather than
just complain about a lack of progress.

DON'T LET 'EM HIDE: There are several
ways to track down your legislators and give
them a piece of your mind. Be aware that
searching by last name is an exact science.
Because there is no autocomplete feature, you
need to spell the last name exactly right.

yrespras

3

My Location

Slate

Last Name

Zip Code

FIND THEM ANYWHERE: You may
wonder just who else is on the committees
that your legislator serves on. With this app
you can simply click on the committee to see
a list of all the members. You can then drill
down to see each member’s Profile, News,
Tweets, and YouTube videos. | understand that
a future update to this app will include voting
records too, so the next time someone is
qiving a political speech, you'll be able to do
your own fact-checking with your phone.

\:\ Call her office

m Visit her website

Committees




Star Gazing
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Best App for Galaxy Gazing

KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO SEE: If you

know what star or planet you want to view, use
5 the search feature to have the app tell you which
way to point your phone. The object you're look-
ing for will appear on your screen in the cross-
hairs, as shown in the upper-right hand corner
below. As you move your phone in the direction
of the object, a big yellow circle will surround it
and let you know you've found your target. The

Google Sky Map

Free color of the circle around the arrow changes from
Version: 1.3 cold colors to warm colors as you get closer.
Google

This is the first app that our 12-year-old
installed on his Android phone, and he
continues to use it alongside his telescope.
When the app is in automatic mode, you
can move your phone in different direc-
tions and the planets, stars, constellations,
and heavenly objects will come into focus.
This allows you to get a more precise view
than what your telescope likely offers, as-
suming you aren’t using the Hubble. The
brightness of the objects on your screen
are the same as what you see in the sky, so

Looking for:
venus

next time you see a bright star on the hori-

zon, find out which one it is.

NIGHT MODE: The red color used in night
mode is designed to keep your eyes adapted to
the darkness. Tapping the screen will cause the
control panel to appear on the left side. This
panel allows you to toggle several settings on
and off: Stars, Constellations, Messier Objects,
Planets, Grid Lines, and Horizon layers. This can
come in handy if you find your screen is getting
too crowded. Zoom in by tapping the screen
again and bringing up the magnification icon.




Best Earth Clock App

TURN ON THE LIGHTS: The globe view allows
you to see where the sun is shining on the earth. CLOCK MODE: The clock option provides
The polarice caps are included in the view below;  almanac information such as sunrise and sunset

you can also choose to include all the stars in the and how long the days are. The clock also shows
/ background. Or view the world in a map mode, moonrise and moonset, the phases of the moon,
with layers of clouds, stars, etc. The first time you what time the stars will be visible, and how
. load this app, make sure you have a fast connec- many hours of darkness/light there will be. The

Te rraT| me tion, because the images are high-resolution pics ~ moon is represented by a gray line showing

Free 14-day trial / $2.50 Full version from NASA that take some time to download. when it will be visible in the sky.

Version: 1.3

Udell Enterprises SomRa R @ a00pm EOoMaA @ 400pm |

TerraTime is not only visually attrac-
tive, it packs some real power below the
surface. It offers settings for location
awareness, the ability to have the earth
view loaded as a live background on
your screen, and more. There are op-
tions for viewing in map mode, time
mode, or earth view. Once you have the
settings how you like them, install
TerraTime as your home screen. You're

then able to flip between screens and \’; b7
see what the world looks like from Clock Mop
space at that very moment, right from 6 @ w

your phone. Refresh Help Settings
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